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A Basie Modern Russian Grammar 

Part 1 

The Gender Agreement of Russian Nouns 
in the Singular 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN WORDS IN RUSSIAN 

There are 2 main types of relations between the words in a Russian 
sentence: Agreement and Governing. 

Agreement could be in Gender, Number and Person. 

THE PRINCIPLE OF GENDER AGREEMENT 

Agreement in Gender takes place: 

• between the long adjectives and the nouns, 

• between the adjectival pronouns and the nouns, 

• between the ordinal numerals and the nouns, 

• between the cardinal numeral «one» and nouns, 

• between the long participles and the nouns, 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

• between the nouns/personal pronouns and the short participles 
/short adjectives, 

• between the nouns/personal pronouns and the verbs in the Past 
tense form. 

Part 1 deals with the first five types of Gender Agreement. 

Part 1 covers the problems of Gender Agreement between nouns and 
words preceding them in units. I called the words preceeding nouns in 
units - the characterizing words. 

The characterizing words can be: 

• adjectives, 

• adjectival pronouns (possessive, demonstrative etc), 

• ordinal numerals, 

• long participles, 

• cardinal numeral «one». 

You will learn: 

• how to establish the Gender of a noun and 

• how to make the Singular form Gender Agreement between nouns 
and words characterizing them. 
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HOW TO ESTABLISH THE GENDER OF A NOUN 

All Russian nouns are attributed to one of the three genders: 

v * 

Masculine (M), Feminine (F) or Neuter(N) 

You will be glad to know that the gender of the majority of the Russian 
nouns one can tell from the ending of the dictionary form (Nominative 
Case). 

The gender of nouns is mostly a formal thing. 

Now you will learn how to determine the gender of a noun. 

□ Nouns ending in consonants and -m are Masculine: 

rom - house Apyr - friend My3en -museum 

ne/iOBeK - man ropofl - city KmaM - China 

□ Nouns ending in -a, -a, -bn, -Ma are Feminine: 

MaMa - mama, mommy Bo/ira - Volga 
MaiunHa - car CTaTbn - article 

Helena - week (J)aMM/ina - surname 

Poccna - Russia 

□ Nouns ending in -o, -e, -be, -Me are Neuter: 

m6cto - seat 3 _aaHne - building 

Mope - sea TeneBMAeHMe - TV 

Kyne - compartment 3AopoBbe - health 

♦ But things are never that simple in languages: 
irrespective of the Feminine -a, -a ending 
a small group of nouns denoting males =>=gr~Yjj] E.g. 
has Masculine gender agreement + n ^ na 

(so called «Natural Masculines»): Jfofax! 

nana - father, dad AeAywKa - grandfather 
My>KHMHa - man ahar - uncle 


♦ The following nouns are Neuter: 

BpeMH-time PPSi 

mmh - name ./tee/ 

MHTepBbio - interview 

Part 


Memo - menu 
xiopM - jury 

Taken - taxi 
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THE GENDER OF SOFT SIGN NOUNS 

A very big group of nouns ending in -b (soft sign) could be either 
Feminine or Masculine. 

The Gender of these nouns could be found in the dictionaries. jj 
N ouns denoting males («natural masculines») are Masculine: ^ 
rocTb - guest, BOAMTe/ib - driver, ynkue/ib - teacher, 
ni/icaTenb - writer, uapb - Tzar, Kopo/ib - king, 

Bpaiapb - goalkeeper etc. 

Names of months ending in -b are all Masculine: 

HHBapb - January, (|>eBpanb - February, etc. 

«Natural» feminines are all Feminine: 

MaTb - mother, AOHb - daughter etc. 

Nouns ending in -3Hb, -CTb, -cb are Feminine: 

>KM3Hb - life HOBOCTb - news noflnucb - signature etc. 

The Gender of other soft sign nouns a= ^~j(jj] 
has to be learned individually. 

JUice! 

REPLACING SINGULAR NOUNS BY PERSONAL PRONOUNS 

A noun could be replaced by the following personal pronouns 

depending on the established gender: 

□ Masculine nouns by oh - he, it 

Tfle Bam Apyr? o Bot oh. 

Tae Bam aom? o Bot oh. 

□ Feminine nouns by OHa - she, it 

T a© Bama MaiiiMHa? o BoTOHa. 

TAe Barna MaMa? o BoTOHa. 

n Neuter nouns by oho - it 

TAe Baiue MecTO? o Bot oho. 

TAe 3to 3AaHne? o Bot oho. 
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HOW TO ESTABLISH THE GENDER OF PLACE NAMES 

All the place names could be divided into 2 groups: 

First group 

The place names have the endings which formally fit the Russian system 
of endings: 

M. KmaM, TaPi/iaHA, BbeTHaM, Aiviyp, EHMceM - oh 
F. Poccmh, Qmhjihhamr, AMepMKa, Bonra - OHa 

N. ripuMopbe - OHO 

Second group 

There are many place names which do not fit the Russian system of 
endings: 

BaKy, Cohm, T6m/imcm, Xe/ibcm-iKM, MkiccypM, Tairm, Tokmo, OmapMO 
These words exist only in this unchangeable (indeclinable) form. Their 
gender is established in a special way (through association with the 
«generic» word). 


FOREIGN INDECLINABLE NOUNS AND THEIR GENDER AGREEMENT 

There is a group of nouns of foreign origin in Russian which do not decline. 
E.g. 

uiocce - highway pa_ano - radio (set) 

MeTpo - subway kmho - movies, cinema 

TaKCM - taxi, cab aTenbe - studio, dress shop 

Ka(|)e - cafe biopo - office 

Kyne - compartment MHTepBbK) - interview 

na/ibTO - overcoat etc. 


All these words are Neuter and their Gender agreement and pronoun 
replacement is Neuter. 

E.g. 

MkiHCKoe wocce - Minsk highway - oho 
MHTepecHoe MHTepBbio - interesting interview - oho 
HOBoe na/ibTO - new overcoat - oho 


but ropRHMki KO(|)e - Masculine - hot coffee a= %^QD 

JVoUce! 
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THE GENDER AGREEMENT BETWEEN NOUNS 
AND CHARACTERIZING WORDS IN THE SINGULAR 

The adjectives and adjectival words are registered in the dictionaries in the 
Masculine. 

You can make other gender forms on your own if you follow the rules which will 
be stipulated further. 

O The gender agreement between nouns and adjectives 

The Masculine adjectival endings which a foreign learner may trace from the 
dictionary are as follows: 

♦ -bin like in HOBbiki - new, ki3BecTHbiki - famous 

♦ -om like in 6o/ibiu6ki - big, large, n/ioxoM - bad, AoporoM - 
expensive, dear 

♦ -mm like in pyccKMM - Russian, aHr/iMMCKMM - English, xopoiuMM - 
good, Ma/ieHbKMM - small, little, nocneAHHPi - last 

So, these adjectives can be attached to the nouns the gender of 
which is marked or established as Masculine, for example: 

4 Masculine adjective + Masculine noun 

M. M. 

HOBblM + AOM 
M. M. 

SOJlbLUOM + AOM 
M. M. 

XOpOLUMM + AOM 

♦ Feminine adjective + Feminine noun 

To make a Feminine adjective to attach it to 
replace Masculine endings by -an ending. 

biM, om, mm an 

E.g. M. F. F. 

HOBbiM -» HOBan ManiMHa 
new new car 

M. 

60/lblUOM 

large, big 


a Feminine noun, you have to 


F. F. 

60/ibiuafl MaiuMHa 
big car 


Part 1 
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M. 

rmoxoki -> 
bad 

M. 

AoporoPi 

expensive 

M. 

pyccKnki -» 
Russian 


F. F. 

nnoxan MauiMHa 
bad car 

F. F. 

Aoporan MaiiiMHa 
expensive car 

F. F. 

pyccKaFi ujKO/ia 
Russian school 


M. 

aHr/lMMCKUM^ 

English 

M. 

XOpOLUMM -> 

good, nice 

M. 

ManeHbKMM -» 

small, little 


F. F. 

aHr/iMMCKa a niKona 
English school 

F. F. 

xoponiaFi wKona 
good school 

F. F. 

ManeHbKan iuKO/ia 
small school 


The only exception to this rule presents a limited group of a= %^51) 


adjectives ending in -hmm like JVotwe! 

nocneAHnPi - last, paHHMM - early, no3AHnn - late etc. 


-mm in -hmm is replaced by -na 
noc/ieAHluki -> noc/ie^HlRFi CTpaHMua - last page 
no3AHlnki -> no3AHlnn oceHb - late autumn 


♦ Neuter adjective + Neuter noun 


To make the Neuter adjective to attach it to a Neuter noun, you have to 
replace -biM, -OM or -MM by -oe: 

HOBbiM -» HOBoe nanbTO - new overcoat 
SonbiuoM 6 o/ibLuoe okho - large window 
n/ioxoM nnoxoe pacnncaHMe - bad schedule 


pyccKMM -> pycckoe c/iobo - Russian word 
(|)mhckmm (|)MHCKoe paAMO - Finnish radio 
ManeHbKMM -> ManeHbKoe okho - small window 

Exception 


But -mm is replaced by -ee if a Masculine adjective ends in 

-HMM, ->KMM, -LAMM, -HMM, -LA.MM. 


E.g. 

nocneAHlMM -> 
CBe>KlMM 
XOpOllllMM -> 
TOpFIHlMM -> 
HaCTOfllulMM-> 


N. N. 

nocneAHlee nncbMO - last letter 
CBexlee mfico - fresh meat 
xopomlee HacTpoeHMe - good mood 
ropFinlee mohoko - hot milk 
HacTOFimlee BpeMH - present time 


Part 1 


J\fotice! 
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THE GENDER AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADJECTIVES 
AND NOUNS OF ADJECTIVAL ORIGIN 

An adjectival noun has the form of an adjective but functions as a noun. a =^~^jj] 
Most of the adjectival nouns result from the omission of a noun qualified 
by the adjective, for example: Mux! 

M. yneHbiM (ne/iOBeK) - scientist F . BaHHan (KOMHaTa) - bathroom 

M. pyccKMM (ne/iOBeK) - Russian (nat.) f. HabepexHan (ynnua) - embankment 
M. 6e3pa6oTHbiM (HenoBeK)-unemployed N. BTopoe (b/ifOAo) - second course 
F. pyccKan (xeHmMHa) - Russian (nat.) N. ropnnee (bntOAo) - main course 
F. CTO/iOBan (KOMHaia) - dining-room N. MopoxeHoe - ice-cream 


So, the adjectival nouns are qualified like normal nouns: 

M. M. 

n3BecTHbiki + yneHbiM - famous scientist 

F. F. 

bo/ibwan + CTonoBan - large dining-room 

N. N. 

BKycHoe + MopoxeHoe - delicious ice-cream 


JVclice! 


© The possessive pronouns used as characterizing words 


3to mom aom. m 

This is my house. /\ 3to Moa Mamk1Ha . 

.This is my car. 


3to Moe MecTO. 
This is my seat. 


3to Ham aom. 
.This is our house. 


3to Haiue MecTO. / 0ur\3 T ° Hama MaiiiMHa. 
This is our seat. nZ — AF This is our car. 
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Possessive pronouns ero (his), ee (her), mx (their) do not a= ^~^jj] 
change according to the gender principle, they exist only in one JVotice! 
unchangeable form: 


ero aom - his house 

ero 

^his) ero MamMHa - his car 
ero MecTO - his place 

mx mx aom - their house 
(their) MX MailJMHa _ th e ir car 

mx MecTO - their place 


ee ee aom - her house 
(her) ea MamMH a - her car 
ee MecTO - her place 

iJimirnm/if 


mom, Ham, Bam, tbom, ero, ee, mx + aom 
moh, Hama, Bama, tbofi, ero, ee, mx + MamMHa 
Moe, Hame, Bame, TBoe, ero, ee, mx + MecTO 


0 


The demonstrative and determinative pronouns 
used as characterizing words 
3tot - this, the... close to hand 

BOT 3T0T aom. 

■V Here is this house. 


BOT 3T0 MeCTO. 

Here is this place. N 



Bot 3Ta MamMHa. 
Here is this car. 


• 3TO... - this is, that is - b/zecia/cme/ 

m. 3to mom aom. f. 3to moh MamMHa. n. 3to Moe MecTO. 
This is my house. This is my car. This is my seat. 

JVcUce! 

It is necessary to distinguish the characterizing 3to, which changes 
according to genders and sto used in the meaning of «this is, that is, 
these are, those are». The latter is not a characterizing word, and it does 
not change according to genders. 
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• tot - that one, the one which was meant, distant object 


Bot to MeCTO. n 
Here is that place. 


M Bottotaom. 

Here is that house. 

F Bot Ta y/iMua. 
Here is that street. 



• TaKOM - this 


kind, the same TaKOM aom? 

M This kind of house? 



TaKoe nnBO? 

This kind of beer? 


F 

TaKan MaujMHa? 
This kind of car? 


• TaKOM - used in expressive sentences like: 


CeroAHFi TaKoe co/iHue! 
It is so sunny today! 


M CeroAHH TaKOM BeTep! 
/\ It is so windy today! 

nZ Af 


CeroAHR TaKan xapa! 
It is so hot today! 


• TaKOM - what a..., combines with long adjectives: 

TaKOM CM/ibHbiM BeTep! 

What a heavy wind! 


TaKoe xapKoe neTo! N 
What a hot summer! TaKan CM/ibHan rpo3a! 

What a heavy thunderstorm! 



Part 1 
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Similar meaning could be rendered by 

• KaKOM - such a..., what a ... 

KaKOM cmibHbiM Beiep! 

M What a heavy wind! 

KaKoe xapKoe neio! / \ KaKan CM/ibHaa rpo3a! 

What a hot summer! ^/_ What a heavy thunderstorm! 

• TaKOM >Ke - the same, the same kind as, 
combines with long adjectives: 

TaKOM >Ke aom. 

.The same kind of house. 

M 

TaKoe >Ke nnso. / \ TaKafl >Ke MaiilMHa - 

The same kind of beer. nZ A F The same kind of car - 

• caivibiM - the very, the most, most 

♦ Indicates precise location: 

M. 3to caMbiM ueHTp ropoAa. It's the very centre of the city. 

♦ Combines with long adjectives to denote superlative meaning: 

3to caMbiM 6o/ibujOM aom. M 

This is the biggest house. /\ 3 T0 caMan floporan MaiuMHa. 

/ \ This is the most expensive car. 

NZ AF 

3to caMoe yAObHoe MecTO. 

This is the most comfortable seat. 

• tot caMbiM - the same, the very, mentioned before 

Bot tot CaMbiM aom. 

M 

Bot to caMoe MecTO. / \ Bot Ta caMan MaiuMHa. 

nZ AF 


Part 1 
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O The Interrogative Pronouns used as characterizing words 

The Interrogative Pronouns are used in questions: 

• kskom - what, which, what kind of, what is the number of..? 

KaKOM? 

M 



KaKOM y Bac BaroH? What is your carriage number? 

What is the class of your carriage? 


KaKOM oh nenoBeK? 
KaKOM y Bac Te/ie(|)OH? 


What kind of person is he? 

What is your telephone number? 
What kind of telephone do you have? 


KaKan 3aBTpa 6y,aeT noro,aa? What is the weather like tomorrow? 


KaKan y Bac KBapTnpa? 
KaKoe y Bac Kyne? 
KaKoe y Bac MecTO? 


What kind of apartment do you have? 
What is the number of your apartment? 

What is the number of your compartment? 
What is the class of your compartment? 

What is the number of your seat? 


neM? - Whose..? Who is the owner? To whom it belongs? 

neM? Hen sto aom? 

m Whose is this house? 



Hbe? 

Hbe 3to Kyne? 

Whose is this compartment? 

Part 1 


Hbfl? HbFI 3T0 MaillMHa? 
Whose is this car? 
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0 Other characterizing words 
• Becb - all, the whole 


Becb AeHb - the whole day 


all, \ bcfi CTpaHa 

Bee BpeMFi - all the time n /the wholV f - the whole country 


oamh - one, a... 

OflHO MeCTO 
- one seat, a place 


oamh aom 
M - one house, a house 


OAHa MaiuMHa 
F - one car, a car 



caM - is an emphatic pronoun, it can characterize both nouns and 
personal pronouns: 

M oh caM - he himself 


caMO - by itself N 



F OHa caMa - she herself 


THE GENDER OF NOUNS DENOTING PROFESSIONS IN RUSSIAN 

Names of professions ending in consonants and the soft sign are a= |~^jj] 
exclusively masculine as originally they were male dominated. 

JVotice! 


profession 
1 Bpan - doctor-> 


E-El- Oh 

M. M. 

xopoiuMki Bpan 



M. M. 

xopowMM Bpan 


The characterizing words are always Masculine irrespective of sex: 

♦ Some other popular nouns denoting professions: 

Amktop - announcer, AMpeKTop - director, ynme/ib - teacher, 
npeAceAaTe/ib - chairman, npo(|)eccop - professor, noBap - cook, 
MHxeHep - engineer, byxramep - bookkeeper, TpeHep - trainer, 
aKCKypcoBOA - guide, pe>Knccep - film-director, (J)OTorpa(|) - 
photographer, peASKTop - editor etc. 
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Part 2 

The Plural of \ouns. 

The Number Agreement of Russian Amins. 

□ SINGULAR - ONLY NOUNS 

Not all the nouns have both Singular and Plural forms. — -at» 

There are nouns which exist only in the Singular. 

They include nouns which denote: JiMtce/ 

• «collectives»: 

nocyAa - dishware, Me6e/ib - furniture, o6yBb - footware, opy>Kne - 
weapons, 

OAe>KAa - clothes, KOCMeTMKa - cosmetics, etc. 

• human activities: 

nonkiTMKa - policy/politics, npoMbiLunem-iocTb - industry, 3K0H0MMKa 

- economy/economics, MeAMumna - medicine, cnopT - sports, 
TeneBMAeHue - television, paAMO - radio, etc. 

• substances; foods, cereals, fruits and vegetables: 

30/ioto - gold, He(j)Tb - oil, mepcTb - wool, Macno - oil, butter, nuBO 

- beer, pkic - rice, mfico - meat, MyKa - flour, BMHorpaA - grapes, 
M3K)M - raisins, Kanycia - cabbage, nyK - onion, moKO/iaA - 
chocolate, etc. 

• feelings and sensations: cnacTbe - happiness, 3aBMCTb - envy, etc. 

FORMATION OF PLURAL NOUNS 

The nouns of all Genders make Plural forms with the help of 2 groups 
of endings: First Group 

-bi or -M ending: Big Group of Masculine& Feminine Nouns 
Second Group 

-a or -a ending: Small Group of Masculine & Neuter Nouns 

□ First Group: Masculine & Feminine Nouns 

• -bi ending («hard line») after hard consonants 

Singular Plural 

M. neMOAaH ■=> HeMOAaHbi - suitcases 
M. KOMnbioTep ■=> KOMnbioTepbi - computers 
M. MHOCTpaHeu ^ MHOCTpaHUbi - foreigners etc. 

• -bi ending instead of -a 
F. MaiuMHa <=> MaLUMHbi -cars 
F. KBapTkipa ■=> KBapTkipbi - apartments 
F. >KeHiunHa^ >KeHLu,MHbi - women etc. 


Part 
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■m ending («soft line») 

Singular 

instead of -b, - 

Plural 

m and -n 

M. AeHb 


AHM 

days 

M. c/iOBapb 


cnoBapn 

dictionaries 

M. py6/ib 


py6nn 

roubles 

M. rocTb 


rOCTM 

guests 

F. HOHb 


HOHM 

nights 

M. My3eM 


My3en 

museums 

F. HeAenn 


HeAe/iM 

weeks 

F. (|)OTorpa(|)MR 


(J)OTorpa(J)MM 

- photos 


■ 5 “J - 

Singular 


Plural 



yjiwyial coma! 

F. KHkira 


KHnrki - books 




M. ynebHMK^ 

ynebHMKM -textbooks 



F. cnMHKa 


cnMHKM - matches 

• 

>K, H, LA, LA, + M 

M. onyx 


c/iyxki - rumours 


Singular 

Plural 

etc. 



F. 

/lbl>Ka ^ 

/ibi>KM - skies 




M. 

HO>K ^ 

ho>km - knives 




M. 

Bpan ^ 

BpanM - doctors 




M. 

n/iam 

nnaiuki - raincoats 


□ Second Group: Masculine and Neuter nouns 


etc. 


This group is much smaller than the -bi, -M group but the nouns are 
frequently used. 

• -a ending («hard line») after hard consonants in the Masculine nouns 


Singular 

Plural 


ropoA 

■=> ropoAa 

- cities, towns 

AOM 

■=> AOMa 

- houses 

nec 

■=> neca 

- forests, woods 

noe3A 

■=> noe3Aa 

- trains 

Benep 

■=> Benepa 

- evenings 

OCTpOB 

■=> OCTpOBa 

- islands 

UBeT 

■=> uBeTa 

- colors 

6eper 

■=> 6epera 

- banks, coasts 

nacnopT 

■=> nacnopia 

- passports 

cneT 

cneia 

- bills, accounts 

HOMep 

■=> HOMepa 

- numbers, hotel rooms 

MacTep 

■=> MacTepa 

- craftsmen etc. 
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ending instead of 

_ 

0 in Neuter nouns («hard line») 

03epo 

■=> 

03epa - lakes 

cnoBO 

<=> 

cnoBa - words 

nnuo 

<=> 

nnu,a - faces 

Kpecno 

<=> 

Kpecna - armchairs 

rmuo 

<=> 

FMua - eggs 

nncbMO 

■=> 

nncbMa - letters 

OKHO 

<=> 

OKHa - windows 

CTeKno 

>=> 

CTeKna - window glasses etc. 

also BpeMFi 

>=> 

BpeMeHa - times 

UMR 

■=> 

MMeHa - names 

1 ending («soft line») 

instead of -e in Neuter nouns 


none =» nonn - fields 

3AaHne o 3AaHnn - buildings 

npe,ano>KeHne ^ npe/moxei-inR - sentences, offers 


SPECIAL CASES OF PLURAL NOUN FORMATION 


Singular 

Apyr 


Plural 

Apy3bn - friends 

flepeBO 


AepeBbn - trees 

6paT 

:# 

6paTbR - brothers 

CblH 


CbIHOBbR - sons 

CTyn 

<=> 

CTynbR - chairs 

nncT 


nncTbR - leaves 

• 

Singular 

pebeHOK 

nenoBeK 

Plural 

■=> fleTM - children 
■=> nioAu - people 


Part 


• 


Singular 

Plural 

cocefl >=> 

coceAn - neighbours 

rocnoflMH 

■=> rocnoAa - sirs, 


ladies & gentlemen 

X03RMH ■=> 

xo3ReBa - owners 

R6/10K0 

r6/iokm - apples 

yxo >=> 

ymn - ears 
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Singular 


Plural 

XpMCTMaHMH 

■=> 

xpMCTMaHe - Christians 

MycynbMaHMH 

<=> 

MycynbMaHe -Muslims 

POCCMRHMH 

<=> 

poccMHHe - citizens of Russia 

aHr/iMHaHMH 

<=> 

aHr/innaHe - English 

ASTHaHklH 

■=> 

AaTnaHe - Danes 

KpeCTbFIHMH 

<=> 

KpecTbHHe -peasants 

rpa>KAaHMH 

<=> 

rpaxAaHe - citizens 

apMFIHMH 


apMflHe - Armenians 

UbiraH 

■=> 

UbiraHe - Gypsies etc. 

KOTeHOK 

<=> 

KOTFiTa - kittens 

UbinneHOK 

<=> 

UbinnnTa - chicken etc. 


PLURAL-ONLY NOUNS 

Some nouns do not have the Singular form. They exist only in the Plural 
form (registered in the dictionaries in the Plural form). These words denote: 

• objects which consist of two parts: 

ohkm - glasses, hoxhhun - scissors, Becbi - scales, Kanenki - 
swings, BopoTa - gate, bpioKn - trousers, a^mhcn - jeans, Tpycbi 

- pants, KonroTKn - tights etc. 

• collective actions: 

KaHMKynbi - school or university vacation, neperoBopbi - 
negotiations, BbiSopbi - elections, racTpo/in - tour (of artists), 
noxopoHbi - funeral, npoBOAbi - farewell party, npnTKM - hide and 
seak, poAbi - childbirth etc. 

• also the following words: 

AeHbrM - money, maxMaTbi - chess, wacbi - clock, watch, KypaHTbi 

- chimes, TMTpbi - subtitles, Ky^pn - curls, caHKM - sledge, onn/iKn 

- saw-dust, o6on - wallpaper, ApoBa - firewood, MeMyapbi - 
memoirs, cneTbi - abacus, an/iOAMCMeHTbi - applause etc. 


Part 
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• AyxM - perfume, w,m - cabbage-soup, MaKapoHbi - spaghetti, 
KOHcepBbi - preserves, c/imbkm - cream etc. 

• cyTKM - 24 hours period, cyMepKM - dusk, 3aMopo3KM - early frost 


• Some place names 


some mountains: 

KapnaTbi, Anbnbi, I" MManaM, AHflbi etc. 
some islands: 

Kypwibi, TaBakiM, KaHapbi, BepMyAbi, Oapepbi etc. 
some countries: 

OnnnnnnHbi, HMAep/iaHAbi, CoeAMHeHHbie LLlTaTbi AMepMKM 
also 

TponMKM - tropics, AxyHrnM - jungle 

J1y>KHnKM, CoKO/ibHMKM, and lot of other geographic names mainly 
denoting villages and towns on the territory of the former Soviet Union. 


PERSONAL PRONOUNS IN THE PLURAL 


All the plural nouns can be replaced by the personal pronoun OHM 



OHM 

they 



3to mom khmtm. 

These are my books. qhm ceMnac >KMByT b JloHAOHe. 


e 9- 3to mom ,apy3bFi. 
These are my friends. 


Ohm Ha no/iKe. 

They are on the shelf. 


They live in London now. 


page 17 


The Plural of Nouns. The Number Agreement of Russia 


Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Ba sic Modern Russian Grammar 


THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN NOUNS AND CHARACTERIZING WORDS 
IN THE PLURAL 


O The Plural of Adjectives 


Characterizing words also have the Plural form. All three Singular forms 
- Masculine, Feminine and Neuter fall into one Plural form: 


Masculine 
^1 

biM, OM group, for example: 

Singular 

m. HOBbiki aom - new house 
f. HOBan MaujMHa - new car 

n. HOBoe cnoBO - new word 


1 ^ 

Plural 

Plural 

HOBbie AOMa - new houses 
HOBbie MamnHbi - new cars 
HOBbie c/iOBa - new words 


Feminine Neuter 

si/ 


Singular 

m. 30 /iotom SpacneT - golden bracelet 
f. 3 onoTaH MeAanb - gold medal 

n. 30 /ioToe Ko/ibuo - golden ring 


♦ hum group, for example: 

m. nocneAHMki ypoK - last lesson 

f. nocneAHFiFi CTpaHMua - last page 

n. nocneAHee c/iobo - last word 


Plural 

30/ioTbie MeAa/iM 
- gold medals 

Summing - up table 
Hvi F. N. Plural 

-bin - an - oe - bie 
-OM - an - oe - bie 


Summing - up table 


M. 

F. 

N. 

Plural 

-HMM 

-HRfl 

-Hee 

-HMe 


Plural 

nocneAHkie ypoKM - last lessons 
nocneAHkie CTpaHMUbi - last pages 
nocneAHMe c/iOBa - last words 


Par 


t 
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MIXED PLURAL ADJECTIVAL ENDINGS 

A big group of commonly used adjectives has the following peculiarities in 
the Plural formation: 

The adjectives with stems ending in r, K, x 
have -Me Plural ending 
(both spelt and pronounced), for example: 



strict 



expensive, dear 


M. CTpOrMM 

Plural 

M. 

AOporOM Plural 


f. CTporan 

CTporne 

F. 

Aoporaa Aoporne 


n. CTporoe 

Russian 

N. 

Aoporoe 



M. pyCCKMM 

Plural 




f. pyccKaFi 
n. pyccKoe 

pyccKne 



sity, urban 




M. 

TOpOflCKOM 

Plural 



F. 

ropoACKaFi 

ropoACKkie 


quiet, calm 

N. 

ropoACKoe 


M. 

TMXMM Plural 




F. 

TnxaFi TMxne 


bad, poor 

N. 

Tkixoe 


M. n/lOXOM Plural 
f. nnoxaFi nnoxne 

n. n/ioxoe 





Summing - 

up table 



M. 

F. N. PI. 

M. F. 

N. PI. 

TMM 

- ran - roe - rMe 

tom - ran - 

roe - rMe 

KMM 

- Kan - Koe - KMe 

kom - Kan - 

Koe - KMe 

XMM 

- xan - xoe - xMe 

xom - xan - 

xoe - XMe 


♦ -rMM, -KMM, -XMM, 
-rOM, -KOM, -XOM 

group 


Part 2 
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♦ 

->KMM, -LUMM, -HUM, 

The adjectives with stem in >K, LU, H, m 


-LU.MM, ->KOM, -LUOM 

have their Plural form spelt with -Me, 


group 


but pronounced -bie, e.g.: 


fresh 




M. 

CBe>KMe 

Plural 


big, large 

F. 

CBexaa 

CBe>KMe 

M. 

60 JlbW 0 H Plural 

N. 

CBexee 


F. 

60/ibwaa 60/ibujkie 




N. 

Oonbiuoe 


good, nice 



alien 

M. 

XOpOlUMM 

Plural 

M. 

Hy>KOkl Plural 

F. 

xopowaa 

xopoiukie F - 

nywaa ny>Kne 

N. 

xopoiuee 


N. 

Hyxoe 


hot 

present, real, true, genuine 

M. TOpFIHklkl Plural 

m. HacToaiunn pi U rai 

f. ropanaa ropaHkie 

f. HacToamaa HacToamne 

n. ropanee 

n. HacToamee 


Summing - up table 


M. 

F. N. PI. 

M. 

F. N. PI. 

>KMM 

- >Kaa - >Kee - >KMe 

LUOM - 

waa - iuoe - ujMe 

>KOM 

- >Kaa - >Koe - >Kne 

HMM - 

nan - nee - HMe 

LUMM 

- maa - mee - LUMe 

LU.MM - 

maa - mee - mMe 


*y{/Lemouge 

CBexkie ropRHue xopowMe 6o/ibLune xpycTnmMe SynoHKM - 
fresh hot good big crunchy buns 


Part 
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0 The Possessive pronouns in the Plural 


M. 

MOM 

F. 

MOH 

N. 

Moe 


Plural 

MOM 

MOM K/1IOHM 

- my keys 


our 


M. 

Ham 

F. 

Hama 

N. 

Hame 


Plural 

HaniM 

HaiUM KJIIOHM 

- our keys 


your from «Bbl» 


BaLUM KJIIOHM 

- your keys 


Plural 

BaLUM 


M. 

Bam 

F. 

Bama 

N. 

Bame 


your from «Tbl» 


TBOM KJIIOHM 

- your keys 


M. 

TBOM 

F. 

TBOfl 

N. 

TBOe 


Plural 

TBOM 


But his - ero, her - ee, their - mx have only one form for all Genders 
and Numbers: 

[ero KnioHM - his keys, ee kjiiohm - her keys, mx kjiiohm - their keys | 


© The Demonstrative pronouns in the Plural 



- this kind of keys - What kind of idiots 

they are! 



M. TaKOM xe 


Plural 



F. TaKaa xe 


TaKMe xe 



N. TaKoe xe 

TaKMe xe kjiiohm 



- same kind of kevs 

Part 2 
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M. caMbiM Aoporon 
F. caMaa Aoporan 

N. caMoe Aoporoe 


Plural 

caMbie Aopome 


M. TOT CaMbIM 
F. Ta caMaa 

N. to caMoe 


Plural 
Te caMbie 


caMbie Aopome Mara3MHbi 
- most expensive shops 


Te caMbie k/iiohm - same kind of keys 


O The Interrogative Pronouns in the Plural 
What kind of? 


What? 


M. KaKOM? 
F. KaKaa? 

N. KaKoe? 


Plural 

KaKne? 


KaKne y Bac nnaHbi? 
What are your plans? 


Whose? 


M. nePi? 
F. Hba? 

N. Hbe? 


Plural 

Hbn? 


HbM 3T0 K/1KDHM? 

Whose are these keys? 


0 oahm - only, alone, a pair of ... a= ^QJ) 

JVotica! 


M. OAMH 
F. OAHa 

N. OAHO 


Plural 

OAHM 


oahu ohkm - one pair of glasses 


TaM 6blHM OAHM AeTM. 

There were only children there, etc. 

© The Plural of Other Characterizing Words - all, the whole 


M. 

Becb 

F. 

Bee 

N. 

BCFI 


Plural 

Bee 


Bee BeiAM - all the things 
Bee nioAM - all the people 


M. caM 
F. caMa 

N. caMO 


Plural 

caMM 


...selves ohm caMM -they themselves 

alsoMHorMe - many (people) 
HeKOTopbie - some (people) 


Part : 
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Part 3 

The Declension of Nouns, Adjectives 
and Adjectival Words in the Singular 

In this part you will learn the main case forms (declension types) of 

□ nouns in the Singular 

□ adjectives and adjectival characterizing words in the Singular 

GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE CASE SYSTEM 

THE CASE SYSTEM AS THE RESULT OF THE GOVERNING PROCESS 

As mentioned in Part 1 there are two main types of relations between the 
words in a Russian sentence: the Agreement and the Governing. 

The Agreement in units was discussed in the first two Parts. 

Part 3 of the Grammar Book deals with the Governing. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Words and units being put together to form a Russian sentence (to express 
some idea) are practically never equal. 

Some words (or simple constructions) govern other words causing changes 
in their endings. 

Various kinds of endings have been «pigeon-holed» or classified into the cases. 

□ The «governors» are mainly as follows: 

• verbs with or without prepositions 

• prepositions 

• all quantitative words including cardinal numerals from 2 

• nouns in the qualifying combinations 

• negative constructions 

• impersonal constructions 

□ The «subordinates» of the governing process are mainly as follows: 

• nouns 

• units (characterizing words + nouns) 

• personal pronouns 

• interrogative, indefinite and negative pronouns, 
based on personal pronouns 

• numerals, both cardinal and ordinal 


Part 3 


page 23 


The Declension of Nouns, Adjectives and Adjectival words in the Singular 


Eugei 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


□ There are 6 cases in Russian: 

1. The Nominative 

2. The Genitive 

3. The Dative 


4. The Accusative 

5. The Instrumental 

6. The Prepositional 


□ The Singular case endings of nouns and units (which are 
characterizing words + nouns), fall into two main groups: 

it 


First group 


Second group 

Masculine & Neuter 


Feminine 


□ The Plural case endings of nouns and units form one group : 



.vHa 


X T’ Plural F 


Special attention has to be paid 

to the mosaic-like Genitive Plural endings of nouns. 




Try to memorize the case endings 
in combinations with prepositions 
or verbs most typical for this case. 


Part 
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THE DECLENSION OF MASCULINE NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR 

All nouns are registered in the dictionaries in the Nominative case form. 

O Hard-ending Masculine nouns 

All Masculine nouns, full first names and place names ending in a hard or 
hissing consonant decline on the following pattern: 

Norn. 3 to Mb3H. 

Gen. Y MBaHa ecTb cobaKa. Ivan has a dog. 

Dat. HaflO no3BOHmb 1 /lBaHy. I have to call Ivan. 

Acc. =Gen. 

R 3Haio MBaHa. I know Ivan. 

Instr. FI e^y c klBaHOM. I go with Ivan. 

Prep. Mbi roBopn/iM 06 MBaHe. We spoke about Ivan. 

Mind that the case endings are attached to consonants 

but replace vowels, M and b (soft sign). YoUoe f 

Nom. ypoK - lesson 

Gen. noc/ie ypoKa - after the lesson 

Dat. Oh He totob k ypoKy. He is not ready for the lesson. 

Acc. =Nom. 

Oh nponycTM/i ypoK. He missed (skipped) the lesson, 
instr. nepeA ypoKOM - before the lesson 
Prep. Ha ypoKe - at the lesson 

Nom. Oto neiepbypr. 

Gen. Oh >KMBeT He^aneKO ot lleTepbypra. 

He lives not far from Petersburg. 

Dat. Mbi ry/innn no lleTepbypry. 

We walked about Petersburg. 

Acc. =Nom. 

FI e^y b neTepbypr. I am going to Petersburg. 

Instr. Oto pa^OM c lleTepbyproM. It is close to Petersburg. 

Prep. Oh >KMBeT b rieiepSypre. He lives in Petersburg. 
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© Soft-ending Masculine nouns 

The ending vowel can vary depending on the stem consonant. 
If a stem consonant is soft (ends in a soft sign) or ends in M, 
then a Masculine noun declines on the following pattern: 


Norn. 3to HkiKO/iaM. 

Gen. Bn/ieTbi y HMKonan. Nikolay has the tickets. 

Dat. Ha,ao n 03 B 0 HMTb HMKonaio. I have to call Nikolay. 

Acc. = Gen. 

FI 3Haio HkiKO/ian. I know Nikolay. 

FI e^y c HkiKonaeM. I go with Nikolay. 

Mbi roBopM/iM o HkiKonae. We spoke about Nikolay. 

Norn. 3to yHMTe/ib. 

KHMra y ynme/ia. 

The teacher has the book. 

Ha,ao n 03 B 0 HMTb yHMTenio. 

I have to call the teacher. 

Acc.=Gen. 

FI BMAe/i yHMTenH. I saw the teacher. 

Instr. FI e^y c ynMTe/ieM. I go with the teacher. 

Prep. Mbi roBopn/iM 06 ynuTe/ie. We spoke about the teacher. 
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Nom. XOKKeM 

Gen. CeroflHR HeT xoKKea. There is no hockey today. 

Dat. neMnHOHaT Mkipa no xoKKeio - World hockey championship 
Acc. = Nom. 

Oh /ifo6m XOKKeM. - He is fond of hockey. 

Instr. Oh 3aHMMaeTcn xoKKeeM. He goes in for hockey. 

Prep. Oh roBopMT TO/ibKO o xoKKee. He talks only of hockey. 

♦ Summing-up table of hard and soft Masculine case endings 


Gen. 

«Hard>> 

a 

«Soft» 

a 

MBaHa/HMKO/ian 

Dat. 

y 

to 

MBaHy/HMKonaK) 

Instr. 

OM 

eM 

MBaHOM/HMKO/iaeM 


THE ACCUSATIVE OF MASCULINE NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR 

The Accusative of Masculine nouns does not have any special ending. 
Here Russians use the concept of Animacy and Inanimacy. 

• Animate nouns, which are nouns denoting human beings and 

representatives of the animal world, take the form of the Genitive case. 

E g - ♦ Oto MBaH. - Nom. 

FI BMAe/i MBaHa. - Acc. 

♦ Oto KpoKOAM/i. - Nom. 

FI BMAen KpoKOflMna. - Acc. 
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• Inanimate nouns take the form of the Nominative case, so the Accusative 
of inanimate nouns does not differ from the dictionary form, for example: 


Norn. ypOK 

Acc. FI nponycTM/i ypoK. 


Summing-up table of Masculine nouns and names in the Accusative 
1 ^ ^1 


Accusative of 
Animates=Genitive 
FI BkiAe/i 1/lBaHa. 

FI BkiAe/i HnKonan. 

FI BkiAe/i KpoKOAM/ia. 

FI BMAen ynme/in. 


Accusative of 
Animates=Genitive 
FI nponycTM/i ypoK. 
FI nio6nio xoKKen. 

FI e^y b neiepSypr. 
FI nio6nio AO>KAb. 


Some special case endings of the Masculine nouns in the Singular 

• There is a group of Masculine nouns denoting a place a= %^jQ]] 
which take y/io instead of e in the Prepositional Case. JVoUce! 

Here are some of them: 

non ■=> Ha nony - on the floor 

toa ■=> b 1985 roAy - in 1985 

caA ■=> Mbi CMAenki b caAy. We were sitting in the garden. 

nopT ■=> b nopTy - in the port 

aeponopT b aeponopiy - at the airport 

nec ■=> Mbi rynann b necy. We walked in the forest. 

iuKa0 ■=> rianKki b LiiKa(j)y. The files are in the bookcase. 

moot ■=> Ha MOCTy npobka. There is a traffic jam on the bridge. 
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KpbiM ■=> PaHbiue fi >kmji b KpbiMy. I lived before in the Crimea, 
yron ■=> KopobKa ctomt b yrny. The box is in the corner, 
beper ■=> Aom ctoa/i Ha bepery. The house stood on the bank. 

ajx ■=> b ajxy - in hell 
paPi ■=> b paio - in paradise 

• Some Masculine nouns ending in U, H, LU, IU and >K take -eM 
ending instead of -OM when the ending is unstressed: 

is/iy>K ■=> c MyxeM 
MHOCTpaHeU ■=> C MHOCTpaHUeM 

• Some Masculine nouns ending in b (soft sign) take -eM ending 
in the Instrumental Case: 

AeHb ■=> C flHeM poxAeHMfl! Happy birthday! 
c/iOBapb ■=> co cnoBapeM - with a dictionary 


THE DECLENSION OF NEUTER NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR 


J\fctice! 


The Neuter nouns have the same 
case endings as the Masculine nouns 


O Hard ending Neuter nouns 


Neuter nouns ending in o decline like the Masculine noun ypOK, 
for example: 


Norn. 

Gen. 

Dat. 
Acc. = 

Instr. 

Prep. 

Part 


Bot 03 epo. Here is the lake. 

Hama Aana He,aa/ieKO ot 03 epa. 

Our summer cottage is not far from the lake. 

3to Aopora k 03 epy. This road goes to the lake. 

Norn. 

FI MAy Ha 03 epo. I am going to the lake. 

Hama Aana phaom c 03 epoM. Our summer cottage is close 
to the lake. 

Hama Aana Ha 03 epe. Our summer cottage is on the lake. 


3 
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© Neuter nouns ending in -e decline like the soft Masculine noun 
XOKKeM, for example: 

Nom. Bot Mope. - Here is the sea. 

Gen. Oh >KMBeT He/ja/ieKO ot Mopa. 

He lives not far from the sea. 

Dat. 3 to Aopora k Mopio. 

This road goes to the sea. 

Acc. = Nom. 

FI nio6/iio Mope. - 1 like sea. 

Instr. Oh >KMBeT pflAOM c MopeM. 

He lives close to the sea. 

Prep. Hama .aana Ha Mope. 

Our summer cottage is on the sea. 

Nom. = Acc. = Prep. 


Nom. Oto lloAMOCKOBbe. - This is the Moscow region 
Gen. Bot Kapia no,aMOCKOBbn. 

Here is the map of the Moscow region. 

Dat. Oh MHoro e3Am no rioAMOCKOBbio. 

He travels a lot about the Moscow region. 

Acc. = Nom. 


Oh xopoLuo 3HaeT lloAMOCKOBbe. 

He knows the Moscow region very well. 
Instr. Otot panoH rpaHkiHHT c IIOAMOCKOBbeM. 

This area borders the Moscow region. 
Prep. Oh >KMBeT b IIOAMOCKOBbe. 

He lives in the Moscow region. 


Part 3 
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0 Neuter nouns ending in -Me, like pacnMCaHMe decline like Mope, 
except for the Prepositional, for example: 

Nom. pacnMcaHMe - schedule, timetable 

Gen. HeT pacnMcaHMFi - no schedule 

Dat. no pacnncaHMio - on schedule 

Acc. = Nom. 

FI BMAe/i pacnMcaHMe - 1 saw the schedule 

Instr. npob/ieMbi c pacnMcaHMeM 

- problems with the schedule J\fctvce! 

Prep, b pacnMcaHMM - in the schedule 

O Several Neuter nouns, like Bpeivm - time, MMfl - first name, 
and some others, decline as follows: 

JVctice,! 

Nom. Bpeivm-time 

Gen. Y MBaHa HeT BpeMeHln. 

Ivan has no time. 

Dat. nnaTMTb no BpeMeHlM - 

to pay according to time 
Acc. = Nom. 

Oh TO/ibKO noTepfl/i BpeMH. 

He only lost time. 

Instr. Y 1/lBaHa Bcer^a npobneMbi co BpeMeHleM. 

Ivan is always short of time. 

Prep. Oh 3a6bin o BpeMeHlM. 

He forgot about time. 


Part 3 
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THE DECLENSION OF FEMININE NOUNS IN THE SINGULAR 



Gen. Bot KapTa MocKBbi. 

Dat. Mbi rynnnn no MocKBe. 

Acc. FI nnoxo 3Haio MocKBy. 

Instr. Mon Apyr xnBeT noA Mockbom. 
Prep. FI xnBy b MocKBe. 


Nom. SToTaHFi. 

Gen. Y TaHn HOBan MaiunHa. 
Dat. Ha,ao n 03 B 0 HMTb TaHe. 
Acc. Bbi 3 Haeie TaHio? 

Instr. FleAycTaHen. 

Prep. Mbi roBopnM o TaHe. 


[ Type Poccnn ] 



Gen. Bot KapTa Poccnn. 

Here is the map of Russia. 

Dat. R MHoro e3Ann no Poccnn. 

I travelled a lot about Russia. 

Acc. R npnexan b Poccnio toa Ha 3 aA- 
I came to Russia a year ago. 

Instr. Mbi noAnnca/w AoroBop c Poccnen. 

We signed a treaty with Russia. 
Prep. R cennac xnBy b Poccnn. 

Now I live in Russia. 


[Type nnomaAbj 

Gen. OKOflO nnomaAn - 
near the square 
Dat. no nnomaAn - 
by the square 
Acc. Bbi BUAnTe nnomaAb? 

Do you see the square? 
Instr. 3a nnomaAbio - 
behind the square 
Prep. Ha nnomaAn 
- in the square 

Part 3 



Type 

MocKBa 

Type 

TaHR 

Nom. 

-a 

-H,-bH 

Gen. 

-bl 

-n 

Dat. 

■e 

-e 

Acc. 

■y 

-K) 

Instr. 

-on 

-en/en 

Prep. 

-e 

-e 



Type 

POCCMfl 

Type 

n/iomaAb 

Nom. 

-a 

■b 

Gen. 

-n 

-n 

Dat. 

-n 

-n 

Acc. 

-to 

-b 

Instr. 

-en 

-bK) 

Prep. 

-n 

-n 
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There are 3 additional mixed types of Feminine noun case forms: 


Mixed types of endings | 


Type 


Type 

Type 

KHkira 


y/ikiua 

HaTaiua 


-ra,-Ka,-xa 

nouns 


-ua 

nouns 


-Lua,->Ka, 

-na,-ma 

nouns 


Type Follows Type MoCKBa, 

KHkira but in the Genitive Case -M is used instead of -bi: 
KHMra ■=> Aom khhtm, -ra ■=> -rM 


Type Follows Type MoCKBa, 

y/ikiua but in the Instrumental Case -eM is used instead of -OM: 
ynMua ■=> 3a y/iMuePi -ua >=> -ueii 


Type 

HaTarna 


Follows Type MoCKBa, but has two irregularities: 


♦ in the Genitive Case -M is spelt instead of -bl: 
HaTaiua HaTaiuM, -rna ■=> -wm 


♦ in the Instrumental Case -ev\ is used instead of -OM: 
HaTaiua >=> c HaTaiuePi, -ma ■=> -weM: 

♦ Type «Natural Masculines>> follows similar types a= %^j(jj] 

of Feminine Nouns, for example: Vdim' 

nana like MoCKBa, AeayiuKa like KHkira 
Ko/ifi like Tai-m, Cepewa like HaTarna 
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Summing-up table of the Masculine 
and Neuter noun declension in the Singular 

Hard declension Soft declension 



klBaH 


HkiKO/iaM 

Nom. 

ypoK 

neTepSypr 

03epo 

Nom. 

ynkuenb 

Mope 

pacriMcaHMe 


MBaHa 


HkiKO/iaa 

Gen. 

ypoKa 

Gen. 

yHMTena 

-a 

l~leTep6ypra 

-H 

Mopa 


03epa 


pacnMcaHkiR 


MBaHy 


HkiKO/iaK) 

Dat. 

ypoKy 

Dat. 

ynme/iK) 

-y 

neTep6ypry 

-KD 

MOpK) 


03epy 


pacnMcaHMio 



Hard declension Soft declension 



Anim.=Gen. 


Anim.=Gen. 


lnanim.=Nom. 


lnanim.=Nom. 

Acc. 

MBaHa=Gen. 

Acc. 

HMKO/iaa=Gen. 

ypOK=Nom. 

yHMTena=Gen. 


neTep6ypr=Nom. 


MOpe=Nom. 


03epO=Nom. 


pacnncaHne=Nom. 


MBaHOM 


HkiKO/iaeM 

Instr. 

ypOKOM 

Instr. 

ynmeneM 

-OM 

ileiepSyproM 

-eM 

MopeM 


03ep0M 


pacnkicaHkieM 


MBaHe 


HMKO/iae 

Prep. 

ypoKe 

Prep. 

ynmene 

-e 

ileTepSypre 

-e 

Mope 


03epe, but b necy 


but pacnMcaHMM 
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Summing-up table of the Feminine noun declension in the Singular 


MocKBa, KHkira, y/iMu,a, 


MocKBy, KHkiry, 

Haiaiua * 


y/ikiuy, HaTawy 

/NonX I aHR ’ 


/ \ TaHio, 

A A PoCCMfl, 

nnouWAb CTaTbfl 


nnoiuaAb^ Acc\^ Poccmo, 



CTaTbK) 


MOCKBbl, y/lMUbl 

A khmtm, HaTawM, 
TaHM, Poccmm, 
CTaTbM, n/iomaAH 


Mockbom, khmi~om 

A ynMueki, HaTaweM, 
TaHeki, PoccMeM, 
nnoma,abK) CTaTbePi 


MocKBe, TaHe, CTaTbe, 
KHkire, y/ikiue, Haiaiue 

/ \ Poccmm, nnoiua^M 

/ Dat ' \ 

MocKBe, KHMre, ynMue, Haiaiue, 
TaHe, CTaTbe a 

/ \ Poccmm, 
/Prep-\ nnoiua^M 

l L ^ 



♦ Declension of the Feminine nouns MaTb and AOHb 


^Pfacicd cube! Nom. 

Gen. 

Dat. 

Acc. 

Instr. 

Prep. 


MaTb/AOHb 
y Maiepn/y AonepM 
n03B0HMTb MaTepn/AOHepn 
BCTpeTMTb MaTb/flOHb= Nom. 

roBopMTb c MaTepbfo/AonepbK) 
roBopMTb o Maiepn/AOHepn 


Part 3 
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♦ ADJECTIVAL TYPE OF DECLENSION IN RUSSIAN 

The following categories of Russian words have the adjectival case forms: 

♦ all types of adjectives 

♦ possessive pronouns - mom, tbom, Haw, Baw 

♦ all demonstrative pronouns - stot, tot, TaKOM 
and other pronouns in combination with them 

♦ interrogative/relative pronouns - KaKOM, Hen, KOTopbiPi - which, who 

♦ indefinite and negative pronouns based on KaKOM, Hen, KOTopbiM, 
HeKOTOpbie - only Plural 

♦ possessive reflexive pronoun - cbom 

♦ determinative pronouns - caMbiM, Becb - whole, Ka>KAbiM - each, every 

♦ all long participles - cnoMaHbiM, ono 3 AaBWMM, ona3flbiBaiomMM etc. 

♦ ordinal numerals - nepBbiM - first, ABa^uaTb nepBbiM - 21-st 

♦ adjectival nouns - ^e>KypHbiM - person on duty, Mopo>KeHoe - ice- 
cream, Ha6epe>KHaFi - embankment etc. 

♦ participial nouns - 

paHeHbiM - a wounded person, npoxo>KMM - a passer by etc. 

♦ family names of adjectival origin - AocToeBCKMM, To/iCTan etc. 

♦ place names and names of subway, railroad stations, hotels etc. - 
KonoMeHCKoe (earlier village, now a part of Moscow), 

>KyKOBCKMM (town), flyroBan (station), CMO/ieHCKan (subway 
station), also npMba/iTMMCKan (hotel) etc. 

♦ generalizing/replacing words - 

sto - this, that, Bee - everything, Bee - everybody, 
everyone (only Plural), MHOme - many (only Plural). 
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• As for the declension types all the adjectives and adjectival words 
can be grouped as follows: 



• The declension of Masculine and Neuter adjectives in the Singular 


Nom. 3to Haw HOBbiki AMpeKTop. This is our new director. 

Gen. Y HOBoro AnpeKTopa KpacMBan MawMHa. 

The new director has a nice car. 

Dat. FI may k hobomy AnpeKTopy. I am going to the new director. 
Acc. FI yxe BMAen HOBoro A^peKTopa. I have already seen the new 
director. 

instr. FI roBopn/1 c HOBbiM AnpeKTopoM. I spoke with the new 
director. 

Prep. FI paccKa3a/i o hobom AMpeKTope. I told about the new 
director. 

The following words belong to this declension type: 

♦ all Masculine and Neuter long adjectives, long participles, ordinal 
numerals and adjectival pronouns ending in -bin or -OM, 

♦ all possessive adjectives like MaMMH and their Neuter forms. 


words with r, K, x and >K, us stems. ,j\fotwe! 


art 3 
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Nom. 3 to noc/ieAHMki ypoK. This is the last lesson. 
Gen. Oh npmue/i nocne nocneAHero ypoKa. 

He came after the last lesson. 

Dat. Oh npmue/i k nocneAHeiviy ypoKy. 

He came by the last lesson. 

Acc. Oh nponycTM/i noc/ieAHMki ypoK. 

He missed the last lesson, 
instr. Oh npmue/i nepeA noc/ieAHmvi ypoKOM. 

He came before the last lesson. 

Prep. Oh cnan Ha noc/ieAHeM ypoKe. 

He slept at the last lesson. 

♦ The following words belong to this declension type: 

Masculine long adjectives ending in -hum, -hum, ->kmm, -lumm, 

-cum, long participles ending in or -lumm and their Neuter forms. 
For example: 

XOpOLUMM, rOpFIHMM, CBe>KMkl, HaCTOFHil,MM etc. 

♦ Note that the Instrumental ending ->kmm and -lumm is only spelt 
with M, but pronounced with bi. 

♦ Also the numeral TpeTMki - third. a= %^Q]] ,Notice,! 


Type 

noc/ie^HHM 

ypoK 


j Nom.pyccKMM H3biK - the Russian language 

pyccKkiM Gen - YP° K pyccKoro H3biKa - Russian lesson 
H3biK Dat. 3K3aMeH no pyccKOMy H3biKy - Russian exam 

Acc. R M3ynaio pyccKMki R3biK. - 1 learn Russian. 

instr. H 3aHMMaiocb pyccKMM H3biK0M. - 1 study Russian. 
Prep.KHnrn Ha pyccKOM H3biKe - Russian books 


♦ To this declension type belongs a very big group of commonly used 
long Masculine adjectives ending in 
-KMM, -ckmm, -run, -xmm, -ckom, -ron, -xom, -luom , ->k6m 


and their Neuter forms: 

ManeHbKkiPi/ManeHbKoe - small, little 

aHr/iMMCKkiM/aHrnMkiCKoe - English 

CTporkiki/cTporoe - strict TnxnM/Tnxoe - quiet, calm 

ropoACKOM/ropoACKoe - city, urban 
Apyroki/Apyroe - other, another 
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nnoxoki/n/ioxoe - bad 


6onbLuoM/6ojibLu6e - big, large 
Hy>K0M/Hy>K6e - alien, strange 


♦ The adjectival pronouns KaKOM/KaKOe, TaKOki/TaKOe 
and the Numeral OAMH/OAHO decline on the same pattern. 


Summing-up table of the Masculine and Neuter adjectival 
declension in the Singular 


Type 

HOBbIM 

noc/ieAHMM 

pyCCKMM 

Nom. 

HOBbIM 

noc/ieAHMM 

pyCCKMM 

HOBOe 

nocneAHee 

pyccKoe 

Gen. 

HOBOrO 

noc/ieAHero 

pyccKoro 

Dat. 

HOBOMy 

nocneAHeMy 

pyccKOMy 


HOBbIM 

noc/ieAHMM 

pyCCKMM 

Acc. 

HOBOrO 

noc/ieAHero 

pyccKoro 


HOBOe 

noc/ieAHee 

pyccKoe 

Instr. 

HOBbIM 

noc/ieAHMM 

pyCCKMM 

Prep. 

HOBOM 

noc/ieAHeM 

pyCCKOM 


• THE DECLENSION OF THE FEMININE ADJECTIVES IN THE SINGULAR 

There are 3 declension types: 

1^ s|/ ^1 


Type 

Type 

Type 

KpacHaa 

noc/ieAHHfl 

c/ieAyioLuan 

nnoLuaAb 

CTpaHMua 

HeAe/ia 


Type 

KpacHaa n/iomaAb 


Nom. Bot KpacHan n/ioinaAb. Here is Red square. 

Gen. My 3 eki HaxoAMTCFi oko/io KpacHOM n/iomaAM. 

The museum is near Red square. 

Dat. Mbi rynn/iM no KpacHOM n/iomaAM. We walked in Red square. 
Acc. Bbi BMAe/iM KpacHyio nnowaAb? Have you seen Red square? 


Part 3 
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instr.CoSop ctomt praom c KpacHOM rmomaAbio. 

The cathedral is close to Red square. 

Prep. Mbi 6bmn Ha KpacHOki rmowaAM. We were in Red square. 

Gen. = Dat. = Instr. = Prep. 

♦To this type belong all -an ending adjectives including 60/ibwaa, Hy>Kaa 
etc., the adjectival pronouns Kaxaa, TaKaa and the numeral OAHa. 



Adjectives and participles ending in unstressed -wan, -nan, -Luaa. a =^r^jj] 


Type 

noc/ieAHaa CTpaHkiua 


To this declension type belong all -Haa ending Feminine adjectives . 


Type 

c/ieAyioiuafl Helena 

♦To this declension type belong Feminine adjectives and participles 
ending in unstressed -maa, -naa, -maa like xopowaa, ropanaa, 
c/ieAyiOLuaa. 

The summing-up table of declension of the Feminine adjectives 
and participles in the Singular 

Gen. = Dat. = Instr. = Prep. 


T KpacHaa 

Type r 

rmomaAb 

G. KpacHOM 

noc/ieAHaa 

CTpaHkiua 

nocneAHePi 

c/ieAyiomaa 

Helena 

c/ieAyfomePi 

D. KpacHOM 

A. KpacHyio 

nocneAHeki 

nocneAHKDK) 

cneAyfOLuePi 

cneAyfomyio 

1. KpacHOM 

P. KpacHOM 

nocneAHeki 

nocneAHePi 

cneAyfomePi 

cneAyiomeM 
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Part 4 

The Declension of Nouns. Adjectives 
and Adjectival words in the Plural 

♦ THE GENITIVE PLURAL OF NOUNS 

♦ Within the Plural declension of nouns special attention has to be paid to 
the most frequent but irregular forms - the Genitive Plural forms of nouns 
These forms have to be treated separately and in first turn. 

♦ The formation of the Genitive Plural of nouns is based mainly on the 
Nominative Singular forms, and only in limited number of cases it is 
based on the Nominative Plural forms. You can find the formation of the 
Nominative Plural of nouns in Part 2. 

♦ The Genitive Plural noun endings can be grouped as follows: 
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Group 1 


-OB group 
Model 

100 MeTpOB 


This group includes only the Masculine hard stem 
nouns: 


Nom. Singular 


Gen. Plural 







Meip 

■=> 100 MeTpOB 

flo/i/iap ■=> 



100 meters 


- 

nac 

■=> b 10 nacoB 

/1MCT ■=> 



at 10 o'clock 



KunoMeip 

■=> 100 KM/lOMeTpOB 

ypoK ■=> 



100 kilometers 



/imp 

<=> 100 /impoB 

napK ■=> 



100 liters 



npoueHT 

■=> 100 npoueHTOB 

rpn6 ■=> 



100 percent 



♦ Also some common Plural - only 

nouns: 


OHKkl 

■=> 6e3 ohkob - without glasses 


A>KMHCbl 

■=> HeT ,a>KMHCOB - no jeans 


100 AonnapoB 
100 dollars 
100 /1MCTOB 
100 sheets 
MHoro ypoKOB 
a lot of lessons 
MHoro napKOB 
a lot of parks 
MHoro rpn6oB 
a lot of mushrooms 
etc. 


neperoBopbi ■=> bo BpeMfl neperoBopoB - during the negotiations 
BbiOopbi <=> nocne BbiOopoB - after the elections 
nacbi ■=> HeT nacoB - no watch 
MeMyapbi ■=> MHoro MeMyapoB - a lot of memoirs 
annoAMCMeHTbiO MHoro annoflMCMeHTOB - a lot of applause 
Ayxi/i ■=> (J>/iaKOH AyxoB - a bottle of perfume 
KOHcepBbi ■=> KopoOKa KOHcepBOB - a box of canned food 
JlyxHMKM ■=> b pauoHe Jly>KHMKOB - near Luzhniki (Moscow area) 
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Group 2 



MaiuMHa 

>=> 

MHoro MaiiiMH - a lot of cars 

co6aKa 

>=> 

MHoro co6aK - a lot of dogs 

xeHLUMHa 

>=> 

MHoro xeHmkiH - a lot of women 

npo6/iei\/ia 

>=> 

MHoro npod/ieM - a lot of problems 

KHkira 

>=> 

MHoro KHkir - a lot of books 

MMHyTa 

>=> 

10 MMHyT - 10 minutes 

TbICflHa 

>=> 

10 TbicnH - 10 thousand 


♦ o and e can be introduced between ^ — ym 

the final consonants for easier pronounciation 




JVotice! 

OlUMbKa 

<=> 

MHoro olum6ok - a lot of mistakes 

MapKa 

■=> 

100 MapoK - 100 marks/poststamps 

nanKa 

■=> 

10 naneK - 10 packs 

KoneMKa 

■=> 

10 KoneeK - 10 kopecks etc. 

The hard-stem 

Neuter nouns (0 - ending nouns) : 

MeCTO 


HeT MecT - no seats 

03epo 


MHoro 03ep - a lot of lakes 

cnoBO 


MHoro cnoB - a lot of words 

OKHO 

■=> 

MHoro okoh - a lot of windows 

FIMUO 


12 fimu, - twelve eggs etc. 

The Feminine fl - ending nouns can also be considered a part 

of the «zero-ending» 

group: 

HeAe/in 

>=> 

5 HeAe/ib - 5 weeks 

AepeBHH 

>=> 

MHoro AepeBeHb - a lot of villages 

flbIHR 

■=> 

MHoro .abiHb - a lot of honey-melons 
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The «zero-ending» group also includes some commonly used Masculine 
nouns: 


Nom. Singular 


Gen. Plural 


OAMH He/lOBeK 
OAMH pa3 
Coll. oamh rpaMM 
Coll, oamh KM/iorpaMM 
oamh ubiraH 


■=> 10 nenoBeK - 10 people/persons 

■=> MHoro pa3 - many times 
■=> 100 rpaMM - 100 grams 
■=> 10 KkinorpaMM - 10 kilograms 
«=> MHoro ubiraH - a lot of Gypsies 


Also -mh words denoting people: 

Mycy/ibMaHMH ■=> MHoro Mycy/ibMaH - many muslims 
and other words like: 

poccMHHMH - MHoro poccMHH - a lot of Russian people 
xpMCTMaHMH - MHoro xpMCTMaH - a lot of Christians 
KpecTbflHMH - MHoro KpecTbflH - a lot of peasants 
aHr/iMHaHMH - MHoro aHr/ikinaH - a lot of English people 
AaTnaHMH - MHoro ASTnaH - a lot of Danes 
rpa>KASHMH - y rpaxASH - citizens have... etc. 


♦ 

Nouns from the 

«baby>= 


Nom. Plural 

■=> 


pe6HTa 

>=> 


KOTHTa 

>=> 


Ubin/iHTa 


♦ 

Also xo3fleBa 

«=> y 


flS/lOKM 



N. 



MMH >=> 

MMeHa 


Gen. Plural 


Part 4 
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♦ The «zero-ending» group includes the following Plural-only nouns: 
■=> 


Nom. Plural 


Gen. Plural 


AeHbm 

■=> 

MHoro AeHer - a lot of money 

BopoTa 


oko/io bopot - near the gate 

HO>KHMU,bl 

■=> 

HeT ho>khmu - no scissors 

CaHKM 

■=> 

HeT caHOK - no sledge 

KaHMKy/ibi 


noc/ie KaHMKyn - after the vacation 

noxopoHbi 


nocne noxopoH - after the funeral 

ApoBa 


HeT apob - no firewood 

C/1MBKM 


nanKa c/imbok - a pack of cream 

CyTKM 


ABoe cyTOK - two days (and nights) 

Anbnbi 


b paMOHe A/ibn - near the Alps 

Kypnnbi 

<=> 

b paPiOHe Kypn /1 - near the Kuril islands 

OkmnnnnHbi ■=> 

oko/io Oki/iMnnHH - near the Philippines 


Group 3 


-en group 
Model 100 pyS/ien 


This group includes the soft - stem Masculine 
and Feminine nouns (ending in the soft - sign 
or a hissing consonant H, >K, LU, LU): 


Nom. Singular 

■=> 

Gen. Plural 


M. py6nb 

■=> 

100 pyOnePi - 100 roubles 

M. AeHb 


10 AHePi - 10 days 

M. rocTb 

o 

MHoro rocTePi - a lot of guests 

M. yHMTe/ib 


MHoro yHMTenePi - a lot of teachers 
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Nom. Singular 

■=> 

Gen. Plural 


M. Bpan 

<=> 

MHoro Bpanen - a lot of doctors 

F. HOBOCTb 


MHoro HOBOCTeki - a lot of news 

F. TeTpaflb 


10 TeipaAen - 10 notebooks 

F. HOHb 


5 Honen - 5 nights 

F. noiiia,ab 


MHoro noinaAeM - a lot of horses 

F. MblLUb 


MHoro Mbiinen - a lot of mice 


♦ The Neuter e - ending nouns: 

none ■=> MHoro nonen - a lot of fields 

Mope ■=> nnTb Mopen - 5 seas 


♦ Special case 


Nom. Singular )■=> | 

Nom. Plural ] 

H 

Gen. Plural ] 


M. 

Apyr 

■=> 

Apy3bR 

■=> 

MHoro Apy3en - a lot of friends 

M. 

CblH 

o 

CbIHOBbH 

■=> 

MHoro cbiHOBen - a lot of sons 




AeTki 

■=> 

MHoro AeTen - a lot of children 




/noAki 

■=> 

MHoro moAen - a lot of people 




coceAn 

■=> 

MHoro coceAeM - a lot of neighbours 

F. 

MaTb 

o 

Maiepn 

■=> 

y Maiepen - mothers have 

F. 

AOWb 

o 

Aonepu 

•=> 

5 AonepePi - 5 daughters 


Part 4 


page 46 


The Declension of Nouns, Adjectives and Adjectival Words in the Plural 


Eugenia Nekrasova 


A Ba sic Modern Russian Orammai 


Group 4 


-eB group 
Model 

MHoro anoHU.ee 


To this group belong Masculine nouns ending 
in -eu and -M in the Nominative Singular: 


Nom. Singular o Gen. Plural 

nriOHeu, ■=> MHoro anoHueB - a lot of Japanese 
MHOCTpaHeu,o MHoro MHOCTpaHueB - a lot of foreigners 
(«e» is fleeting) 

Mecnu ■=> 10 MecRueB - 10 months 

My3ePi ■=> MHoro My3eeB - a lot of museums 
* Several Masculine and Neuter nouns having the Plural Nominative 
ending in -ba: 


Nom. Plural j 

* 

AepeBbR 

>=> 

SpaTbR 

>=> 

CTy/lbR 

>=> 

flMCTbR 

>=> 


Gen. Plural 


MHoro AepeBbeB - a lot of trees 
MHoro OpaTbeB - a lot of brothers 
MHoro CTy/ibeB - a lot of chairs 
MHoro fiMCTbeB - a lot of leaves 


Group 5 


-mm group 
Model 

MHoro 4>OTorpa(|)MM 


This small group includes Feminine nouns 
ending in -Ma, -ba and the Neuter Nouns ending 
in -Me in the Nominative Singular: 


Nom. Singular 

F. (|)OTorpa(|)MR 
F. M/lRIOCTpaUMR 
F. CeMbR 
N. 3_aaHne 
N. npeAnoxeHkie 
N. ynpaxHeHkie 
N. copeBHOBaHkie 


■=> 

■=> 

■=> 

o 

<=> 

<=> 


Gen. Plural 

MHoro (|)OTorpa(l)MM - a lot of photos 
MHoro M/i/iiocTpauMM - a lot of illustrations 
MHoro ceMePi - a lot of families 
MHoro 3AaHMM - a lot of buildings 
MHoro npe,a/io>KeHMM - a lot of sentences, offers 
MHoro ynpa>KHeHMM - a lot of exercises 
MHoro copeBHOBaHkiki - a lot of competitions 


Part 4 
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• THE ACCUSATIVE PLURAL OF NOUNS 

There are no special endings for the Accusative Plural of nouns. 

As in the Masculine Singular, the Nominative Plural and the Genitive Plural 
of nouns are used for the Accusative Plural of nouns. 

The following scheme illustrates this: 


The Accusative Plural 


of Masculine and Feminine Animates 
= Genitive Plural 


of Masculine and Feminine 
Inanimates, also Neuter 
nouns = Nominative Plural 


Gen. PI. M. 

♦ Oh npnr/iacn/1 rocieM. - from rocTb 

He invited some guests. ♦ 

Gen. PI. F. 

♦ Oh /iio 6 mt co6aK. - from co6aKa 

He likes dogs. ♦ 

For the formation of the Genitive 
Plural see the previous pages. ♦ 


Nom. PI. F. 

Oh Kynn/1 nbi>KM. - from /lbixca 

He bought the skies. 

Nom. PI. M. 

Oh Kynn/1 6n/ieTbi. - from 6n/ieT 

He bought the tickets. 

Nom. PI. N. 

Oh Bbiynkin c/iOBa. - from c/iobo 
He learned the words. 


• THE DATIVE, INSTRUMENTAL AND PREPOSITIONAL PLURAL 
OF NOUNS 


There are two types of endings in these cases: 

1 ^ ^1 


Hard endings 

Dat. 

-aM 

Instr. 

-aMM 

Prep. 

-ax 


Soft endings 
Dat. -AM 
Instr. -AMM 
Prep. -AX 
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The attribution of nouns to one of these groups is determined by the 
Nominative Plural endings: 


Hard ending group 


© [ Soft ending group^j 

♦ -M ending nouns: 

rocTM, AeTM, My3en 
c/iOBapn, TeipaAM 

♦ -fl, -MR, -bfl ending nouns: 
nO/lfl, 3 A 3 HMFI, APY 3 bFI 


♦ -bl ending nouns: 

MaiUMHbl, KOMnbfOTepbl 

♦ -a ending nouns: 

AOMa, c/iOBa, 03epa 

♦ -TM, -KM, -XM ending nouns: 

KHMTM, AGBOHKM, C/iyXM 

♦ ->KM, -LUM, -HM, -LUM 
ending nouns: J1bl>KM, BpaHM 

♦ -aHe, -HHe ending nouns: 
xpHCTkiaHe, KpecTbflHe 

THE DECLENSION OF THE HARD ENDING NOUNS IN THE PLURAL 


Nom. 


3T0 MOM Jlbl>KM. 

These are my skies. 


Type 

/1bl)KM 


B Mara 3 MHe MHOrO Jlbl>K. (See the Genitive Plural of Nouns). 

There are a lot of skies in the shop. 



K /ibi>Kaivi ecTb Sotmhkm. 
There are boots for skies. 


Acc.=Nom. H KynM/1 /lbl>KM. 
(inanimate) | bought the skies. 


Instr. 


Tenepb a 3aHMMaiocb /ibi>KaMM. 
I go in for skiing now. 


Prep. 

Part 4 


FI niobnio KaTaTbca Ha /ibi>Kax. I like skiing. 
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© THE DECLENSION OF THE SOFT ENDING NOUNS IN THE PLURAL 


Type 

Apy3bR 


Nom. 


3to mom Apy3bfi. 

These are my friends. 



Y Moero 6paia MHoro Apy3eM. 
My brother has a lot of friends. 


Oh nacTO 3bohmt ,apy3bnM. 
He often calls his friends. 


Acc.=Gen. BpaT npMrnacM/i <apy3eM. 
(Animate) My brother invited his friends. 



Mom 6paT MrpaeT c <q,py3bfliviM b xokkcm. 
My brother plays hockey with his friends. 

(but C AeTbMM, C ZllOAbMM, C /10LUa,abMM) 


Prep. 


Oh Bcer^a paccKa3biBaei o Apy3bHX. 
He always tells about his friends. 


• THE DECLENSION OF THE PLURAL ADJECTIVES 
AND ADJECTIVAL WORDS 


♦ All Plural characterizing words (adjectives and adjectival words) 
fall into two ending groups: 


O First group 
comprises words with 
M, Me endings in the 
Nominative Plural. 


© Second group 
comprises words with 
bie, bl endings in the 
Nominative Plural. 
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O + © Here you can find the examples with both types of endings: 

Nom. Bot mom HOBbie nbi>KM. 

Here are my new skies. 

Gen. A 3 T 0 Ma3b A/lfl MOMX HOBbIX /lbl>K. 

It's the wax for my new skies. 

Dat. K MOMM HOBbIM nbixaM Ha^o KynMTb Sotmhkh. 

I have to buy boots to my new skies. 

Acc. Mon Apyr eme He BHAen mom HOBbie nbixn. 

My friend has not yet seen my new skies. 

(Inanimate = Nom., Animate = Gen.) 

Instr. Mon flpyr 3anHTepecoBancn mommm HOBbiMM nbixaMn. 

My friend showed some interest in my new skies. 

Prep. Xopowo KaTaTbCH Ha momx HOBbix /ibixax! 

It's nice to ride my new skies. (= Gen.) 

Here you can find the summing-up table of the Plural adjectival endings: 


Part 4 



First group 

Second group 

Nom. 

m, Me 

bie, bi 

Gen. 

MX 

bIX 

Dat. 

MM 

bIM 

Acc.^ 

animates -MX ( 

’ animates -bIX 

. inanimates -M, Me ( 

. inanimates -bl, bie 

Instr. 

MMM 

bIMM 

Prep. 

MX 

bIX 
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O Here you can find a list of words in the Nominative Plural declining like mom: 

♦ all adjectives ending in Me, like pycCKkie, nocneAHkie etc. 

♦ all possessive adjectives ending in M, like coSanbM etc. 

♦ participles ending in Me 


♦ majority of the adjectival pronouns: 


TBOkl 

3TM 

Haiiiki 

Baiun cbom 

TaKkie 

TaKkie xe 


Kakkie 

KaKkie-TO 

KaKne-Hki6yAb 

HbM 

Hbkl-TO 

Hbkl-Hkl6yAb 

HHKaKkie 

A pyrMe 
MHorne 

caMki 

HkiHbki 


adjectival 

surnames like YcneHCKkie 

ordinal numeral TpeTbM 



©Here you can find a list of words in the Nominative Plural declining like HOBbie: 

♦ all adjectives ending in bie, like HOBbie etc. 

♦ all possessive adjectives ending in bi, like MaMMHbi etc. 

♦ ordinal numerals nepBbie, BTOpbie etc. 

♦ participles ending in bie, like paHeHbie 

♦ few adjectival pronouns: 

KOTopbie, /ifo6bie, KaxAbie, caMbie, HeKOTopbie 

♦ adjectival surnames like To/iCTbie 


•Two adjectival pronouns Te and BCe have slightly different endings: a= ^j(j[] 
Norn. Te, BCe 

Gen. Tex, Bcex 

Dat. TeM, BceM 

Acc. Animates - Tex, BCex ( = Gen.) Inanimates - Te, BCe ( = Norn.) 
Instr. TeMM, BCeMM 

Prep. Tex, Bcex ( = Gen.) 


Part 4 
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• THE DECLENSION TABLES OF THE ADJECTIVAL PRONOUNS, 
BOTH SINGULAR AND PLURAL 
The declension of the Possessive pronouns 



M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

MOM, MOe 

MOFI 

MOM 

G. 

Moero 

MOeM 

MOMX 

D. 

MoeMy 

MOeM 

MOMM 

A. 

mom, Moero, Moe 

MOK) 

MOM, MOMX 

1. 

MOMM 

MOeM 

MOMMM 

P. 

MOeM 

MOeM 

MOMX 



M. 

N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

TBOM, 

TBOe 

TBOR 

TBOM 

G. 

TBoero 

TBOeM 

TBOMX 

D. 

TBoeMy 

TBOeM 

TBOMM 

A. 

TBOM, TBoero, TBOe 

TBOK) 

TBOM, TBOMX 

1. 

TBOMM 

TBOeM 

TBOMMM 

P. 

TBOeM 

TBOeM 

TBOMX 


CBOM 




M. 

N . 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

CBOM, 

CBoe 

CBOR 

CBOM 

G. 

CBoero 

CBoePi 

CBOMX 

D. 

CBoeMy 

CBOeM 

CBOMM 

A. 

cbom, CBoero, CBoe 

CBOK) 

CBOM, CBOMX 

1. 

CBOMM 

CBoePi 

CBOMMM 

P. 

CB06M 

CBOeM 

CBOMX 
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M. 

N. 

F. 

pi. 

N. 

Haw, 

Hawe 

Hawa 

HaWM 

G. 

Hawero 

HaweM 

H3WMX 

D. 

HaweMy 

HaweM 

H3WMM 

A. 

Haw, Hawero, Hawe 

Hawy 

HaWM,HaWMX 

1 . 

HaWMM 

Hawen 

H3WMMM 

P. 

HaweM 

HaweM 

H3WMX 



M. 

N . 

F. 

pi. 

N. 

Baw, 

Bawe 

Bawa 

BaWM 

G. 

Bawero 

BaweM 

BaWMX 

D. 

BaweMy 

BaweM 

B3WMM 

A. 

Baw, Bawero, Bawe 

Bawy 

BaWM, B3WMX 

1 . 

Bain MM 

BaweM 

B3WMMM 

p. 

BaweM 

BaweM 

B3WMX 


The declension of the Demonstrative pronouns 



M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

3T0T, 3T0 

3Ta 

3TM 

G. 

3Toro 

3T0M 

3TMX 

D. 

3T0My 

3T0M 

3TMM 

A. 

3T0T, 3T0r0, 3T0 

3Ty 

3TM, 3TMX 

1. 

3TMM 

3T0M 

3TMMM 

p. 

3T0M 

3T0M 

3TMX 
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M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

TOT, TO 

Ta 

Te 

G. 

Toro 

TOM 

Tex 

D. 

TOMy 

TOM 

TeM 

A. 

TOT, Toro, TO 

Ty 

Te, Tex 

1- 

TeM 

TOM 

TeMM 

P. 

TOM 

TOM 

Tex 


The declension of the Determinative pronoun 



M. 

N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

Becb, 

Bee 

BCfl 

Bee 

G. 

Bcero 

BCeM 

Bcex 

D. 

BceMy 

BCeM 

BCeM 

A. 

Becb, Bcero, Bee 

BCKD 

Bee, Bcex 

1- 

BCeM 

BCeM 

BCeMM 

P. 

BCeM 

BCeM 

Bcex 


The declension of the Interrogative/Relative pronouns 


M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

KaKOM, KaKoe 

KaKaa 

KaKMe 

G. 

KaKoro 

KaKOM 

K3KMX 

D. 

KaKOMy 

KaKOM 

K3KMM 

A. 

KaKOM, KaKoro, KaKoe 

KaKyio 

KaKMe, K3KMX 

1. K3KMM 

KaKOM 

KaKMMM 

P. 

KaKOM 

KaKOM 

K3KMX 
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M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

neki, Hbe 

HbH 

HbM 

G. 

Hbero 

HbeM 

HbMX 

D. 

HbeMy 

HbeM 

HbMM 

A. 

neki, Hbero, Hbe 

HblO 

HbM, HbMX 

1 . 

HbMM 

HbePi 

HbMMM 

P. 

HbeM 

HbePi 

HbMX 


The declension of the Relative pronoun KOTOpbiM 



M. N. 

F. 

PI. 

N. 

KOTOpbiM, KOTOpOe 

KOTopaa 

KOTOpbie 

G. 

KOTOpOrO 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpbIX 

D. 

KOTOpOMy 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpbiM 

A. 

KOTOpbiM, 

KOTOpOrO, KOTOpOe 

KOTOpyfO 

KOTOpbie, 

KOTOpbIX 

L 

KOTOpbiM 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpbIMM 

P. 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpOM 

KOTOpbIX 


♦ The use of the Possessive - reflexive pronoun cbom (someone's own) 

♦ CBOki appears in the Nominative only in the possessive constructions, 
for example: 

Y MeHfl ecTb cbom k/iioh. I have my own key. 

♦ In other cases CBOM qualifies the object which has a kind of ownship 
relation with the subject, for example: 

Oh He /iio6mt cboio paboTy. He does not like his job. 

FI no3BOHio CBoeM noflpyre. I will call my friend. 

♦ CBOM declines like MOM 
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Part 5 

The Declension of Names, Geographic Names 
and Noun-replacing Pronouns 

THE DECLENSION OF RUSSIAN SURNAMES 

• Russian common male surnames usually end in -OB/-eB/-eB 
or -MH/-biH, for example: 

fleipoB, BacwibeB, Bacn/ieB,TfopMH, Cmhhunh 



Russian common female surnames usually end in -OBa/-eBa/-eBa 
or -MHa/-biHa, for example: / | 


fleTpoBa, BacM/ibeBa, BackmeBa,TiopMHa, CMHMUbiHa 


$ 


• The Plural forms of Russian surnames usually end in -OBbi/-eBbi/-eBbi 
or -MHbi/-biHbi, for example: 

lleTpoBbi, BacM/ibeBbi, BacnneBbi,TK)pMHbi, CmHMUbiHbL 

• All these types of Russian surnames decline on the r 
pattern of rieTpoB/rieTpoBa/neTpoBbi: 



O Norn. 


© Gen. 


lleTpOB 

lleTpoBa 

lleTpoBbi 

© Dat. 

r neTpoBy 

FI 3B0HM/1 4 rieTpOBOM 
C neTpOBblM 

0 Instr. 

r rieipoBbiM 
FI roBopn/1 c 4 rieipoBOM 
^.fleTpOBblMM 


Y lleTpoBa B 

y rieipoBOM 
y neTpoBbix^^^ 


b ] 

Aa -I 




ecTb co6aKa 


© Acc. 

a lleTpoBa 
FI BCTpeTM/i J neTpoBy 
LneTpoBbix 

© Prep. 

r neTpoBe 

FI roBopn/1 o 4 neTpoBOM 
L. fleTpoBbix 
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THE DECLENSION OF RUSSIAN ADJECTIVAL SURNAMES 

Many common Russian surnames decline like adjectives. 

There are two main types: 

1 ^ ^1 


Type YcneHCKMM 


Type To/ictom 


The Nominative ends in 


-CKMM 

M. 

-CKan 

F. 

-CKMe 

PI. 


They decline on the pattern of 
pycCKMM - Mixed declension type 


The Nominative ends in 


-OM 

M. 

-an 

F. 

-bie 

PI. 


They decline on the pattern of 
HOBbiM - Hard declension type 


Type YcneHCKMM 


O Norn. 

M. YcneHCKMM 
F. YcneHCKan 
PI. YcneHCKMe 


O Acc. 

^YcneHCKoro 
Oh BMAen 4 YcneHCKyio 


LYcneHCKMX 


© Gen. 

r YcneHCKoro ^ 

Y 4 YcneHCKOM 4 HeT jxeTeti 
L YcneHCKMX J 


0 Instr. 
r YcneHCKMM 
Oh roBopn/1 c J YcneHCKoPi 
C YcneHCKMMM 


0 


Oh paccKa3an Bee 


5 { 


Dat. 

YcneHCKOMy 

YcneHCKOM 

YcneHCKMM 


© Prep. 
r YcneHCKOM 
Oh roBopMn 06 4 YcneHCKOM 
L. YcneHCKMX 
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Nom. 

0 Gen. 

M. To/ictom 

r To/iCToro ^ 

F. To/iCTan Y 

4 To/ictom 4 6bi/io MHoro aeTeM 

PI. To/iCTbie 

L. T0/lCTblX J 

© Dat. 

O Acc. 

/^To/iCTOMy 

/^To/iCToro 

4 To/ictom 

Oh MHoro pa3 BMAe/i 4 To/iCTyio 

LTO/lCTblM 

<-To/lCTblX 


0 Instr. 

/^TonCTbiM 

Oh MHoro pa3 BCTpena/iCH c 4 To/ictom 

LTO/lCTbIMM 

Oh MHoro paccKa3biBan o 

THE DECLENSION OF RUSSIAN PATRONIMICS 
♦ Russian Male Patronimics end in -OBHH/-eBMH/-MH like 
klBaH fleTpoBMH, MBaH BacrnibeBHH, MBaH Ky3bMMH. 


© Prep. 
To/ictom 
To/ictom 
T oncTbix 


{ 


Russian Female Patronimics end in -OBHa/-eBHa/-MHHa like 
EneHa fleTpoBHa, E/ieHa BacM/ibeBHa, E/ieHa Ky3bMMHMHHaVi 


n 


♦All Russian female patronimics decline on the pattern of MoCKBa: 
MocKBa = E/ieHa = lleTpoBHa 
For example: 

Nom. Oto E/ieHa lleTpoBHa. 

Gen. Y E/ieHbi neipoBHbi HeT coSaKM. 

Dat. FI 3B0HM/1 E/ieHe neipoBHe. 

Acc. FI BMAe/i E/ieHy rieipoBHy. 

Instr. FI TOBOpM/l C E/ieHOM rieTpOBHOM. 

Prep. Mbi roBopM/iM o EneHe fleipoBHe. 
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♦ All Russian male patronimics decline on the pattern of klBaH, 
except for the Instrumental (-eM/-eM instead of -om). 

For example: 

Nom. 3to klBaH neipoBMH. 

Gen. Y MBaHa rieipoBHHa HeT coOaKM. 

Dat. FI 3B0HM/1 MBaHy rieTpoBMHy. 

Acc.=Gen. FI BMAen MBaHa lleTpoBMHa. 

Instr. FI roBopun c klBaHOM lleTpoBMHeM. 

(-eM in Ky3bMnneM) 

Prep. Mbi roBopn/in 06 MBaHe rieTpoBMHe. 

JVcttix,! 

THE DECLENSION OF NON-RUSSIAN PEOPLE'S NAMES 

♦ First names 

♦ Male names 

Foreign first male names decline, only if they end in a consonant 


or a soft consonant 

(consonant + 

b). 


For example: 


A>KeK 

<=> 

y A>KeKa, 


3pnK 

<=> 

y 3pnKa, 


A>koh 

<=> 

y A>K 0 Ha, 


MakiKn 

>=> 

y MakiK/ia, 


A6,aa/i/ia 

<=> 

y A6Aa/inbi 

Female names 

Foreign female names decline only if they 

end in -a, -a, -Mfl 

For example: 


KpMCTMHa 

■=> 

y KpMCTMHbl, 


Cohh 

<=> 

y Cohm, 


C0(|)MFI 

■=> 

y Co(|)mm 
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So, the majority of non-Russian first names, 

both male and female, are indeclinable in Russian. JVoUcei 

For example: 


£ 

Bm/i/im = 

y Bm/i/im, 

/leo 

= y /leo, 


beTTM = 

y beTTM, 

Knep 

= y Knep, 

'ey 

Hap/iki = 

y Hap/iM, 

3amt 

= y 3amt 

£ 

• SURNAMES 





Only consonant - ending male surnames can decline. 


For example: 


fleHHOH 

>=> 

y JleHHOHa 

CTapp 

>=> 

y CTappa 

bpayH 

>=> 

y bpayHa, 

Smurrem 

>=> 

y SMHiuTeMHa etc. 


THE DECLENSION OF NON-RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 

♦ Russians decline (as nouns) only those non-Russian geographic 
names which are transcribed in Russian with the final consonant (both 
hard and soft), -M, -a, -fl, -bfl or -MR. 


For example: 

rae? 


flOH^OH 

>=> 

B /lOHAOHe, 



bpioccenb 

■=> 

b Bprocce/ie, 



KMTaM 

■=> 

b KMTae, 



TeM3a 

■=> 

Ha/B TeM3e, 



Aynaki 


Ha/B Aynae, 



BeHeuMR 

■=> 

b BeHeuMM 



Poccmfi 

■=> 

B POCCMM, 

♦ Plural-only 

nouns: 

llaMMp 

■=> 

Ha llaMMpe 

A/ibnbi 

■=> b Anbnax, 



etc. 

T aBaMM 

■=> HaTaBakiRX, 




KaHapbi 

■=> Ha KaHapax 





etc. 

Part 5 
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PERSONAL PRONOUNS 
Russian personal pronouns are as follows: 

Singular Plural 

1 ■ n - 1 1 . Mbi - we 

2. Tbi - you (informal), Bbi - you (formal) 2. Bbi - you - (referring to 

3. oh - he, it, OHa - she, it, oho - it 3 . ohm - they more than one ) 


- 


THE USE OF Tbl AND Bbi 

The use of Tbl and Bbi in Russian, when referring to one person, presents 
a certain difficulty for a foreign learner. 

Here you may find the main guidelines: 


Pa 


Talking to strangers in public places 

♦ adult & child ♦ adult & teenager or young person 
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• Talking to a familiar person 
♦ friends and relatives always use Tbi 



♦ at work 

same status 

younger person & older person 


different status 

lower status & higher status 



The choice depends 
on many factors! 



Tbi is used seldom 


♦ at kindergartens, schools, colleges and universities 

kindergarten school 

child & teacher schoolchild & teacher 

Tbi ""} 

* I A 
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college or university 

student & teacher ♦ student & student 



Bbl,Tbl 


^Bbl,TW) 




♦ children and teenagers use only Tbi to each other. 


S — ^ 

u 


If Tbi is used instead of Bbi to an unknown adult 

JVoUce! 


in a public place, it can be taken for an insult. 

♦ Referring to God, nature and animals we use Tbi. 


if* 


THE DECLENSION OF THE PERSONAL AND OTHER 
NOUN-REPLACING PRONOUNS 
All the pronouns can be divided into 

2 groups 

1 ^ ^1 


First group 


Second group 

Pronouns 


Pronouns 

used as words 


replacing nouns 

characterizing nouns 


and proper names 
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The first group was described in Part 1 and Part 2. 

Now I will describe the second group. 

Among these pronouns are: 

the personal pronouns OH/OHa/OHO/OHki/n/Tbi/Mbi/Bbi, 

the Interrogative/Relative pronouns kto/hto, 

the Indefinite pronouns based on kto/hto, 

the Reflexive pronoun ce6fl, 

the Nominative pronoun 3TO, 

the generalizing words like Bee, Bee. 


THE DECLENSION OF THE PERSONAL PRONOUNS 


♦ The third-person pronouns oh «he, it», oho «it», OHa «she, it», 


ohm «they» 


A noun is replaced by these pronouns depending on the formally 
established gender. 

Same pronouns are used both 

for the animate and inanimate objects. 

The case forms are as follows: JfoUm! 


♦ The case forms of oh «he, it» 
Norn. 3 to mom Apyr. = OH Gen. 
This is my friend. 


Dat. 


or 

Acc. 

Instr. 


Prep. 


Pa 


Y Hero ecTb MaiuMHa. 

He has a car. 

FI e^y k HeMy neTOM. 

I will visit him in the summer. 
FI 3B0HM/1 eMy yTpoM. 

I called him in the morning. 

FI BCTpeTkm ero b llapnxe. 

I met him in Paris. 

FI yHM/lCfl C HUM B LUKO/ie. 

We went to school together. 
FI nacTO o HeM Ayiviaio. 

I often think of hinr 
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Nom. 3 to MOM AOM. = OH Gen. 
This is my house. 

Dat. 


£ 


Acc. 


Instr. 


Prep. 


l Grammar 

Oko/io Hero ecTb CTOHHKa. 

There is a parking neat it. 

K HeMy noA^exan bo/ibiuoki aBTobyc. 
A big bus came up to it. 

Ero nocTpoM/iM 20 neT Ha3aA- 
It was built 20 years ago. 

3a HUM eCTb CTOHHKa. 

There is a parking behind it. 

B HeM 6 noA'besAOB. 

There are 6 entrances in it. 


The same case forms has the Neuter pronoun OHO «it». 

JVoUce! 


♦ The case forms of OHa «she, it» 


Nom. Bot Mon noflpyra. = OHa Gen 

Here is my (girl)friend. 

Dat. 


or 


Acc. 


Instr. 


Prep. 


Pa 


Y Hee ecTb cobaKa. 

She has a dog. 

FI noeAy k Hen neTOM. 

I will go to her in the summer. 
FI no3BOHio eu 3aBTpa. 

I will call her tomorrow. 

FI BMAe/ia ee Bnepa. 

I saw her yesterday. 

FI eAy c HePi b napn>K. 

I will go to Paris with her. 

FI AyMaio o HePi Bee BpeMH. 


page 66 


The Declension of Names, Geographic Names and noun-replacing P] 


Eugeni 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


Nom. Bot Mon Aana. = OHa Gen. Oko/io Hee ecTb 60/ibiuoe 03 epo. 

Here is my summer cottage. There is a big lake near it. 

Dat. Mbi noA'bexa/iM K HePi paHO yTpoM. 

We drove up to it early in the morning. 
Acc. Mbi nocTpoki/iM ee MHoro neT Ha3a,a. 

We built it many years ago. 
instr. riepeA HePi 6o/ibwoM ca,a. 

There is a big garden in front of it. 

Prep. FI >KMBy Ha Hen TonbKO neTOM. 

I live in it only in the summer. 

The case forms take initial H- when governed by a preposition: 

y Hero/ero, k HePi/eM etc. ^ , 

♦ The case forms of the pronoun ohm - «they» 

Nom. 3t 0 MOM Apy3bfl. = OHM 

These are my friends. 

Gen. jq >Knn y hmx neTOM. 

I stayed with them in the summer. 

Dat. jq noeAy k hum 3aBTpa. 

I will go to them tomorrow. 

or FI 3 B 0 HM /1 MM BHepa. 

I called them yesterday. 

Acc. FI BCTpeTMfl MX B flOHAOHe. 

I met them in London. 

Instr. jq eAy c HMMM b riapM*. 

I will go with them to Paris. 

Prep. FI nacTO AyMafo o hmx. 

I often think of them. 
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Nom 3T0 HOBbie paMOHbl = OHM 

These are the new regions. 

Gen. Okoho hmx o6bNHO ecTb nee. 

There is usually a forest near them. 

Dat. K hum n,aeT OAHa bo/ibtuaH Aopora. 

There is one big road going to them. 

Acc. FI He niobnio mx. I don't like them. 

instr. Mex<Ay HkiMM m Meipo obbiHHO xoamt aBTobyc. 

There is usually a bus line between them and a metro station 
Prep. B hmx HeT Meipo. They don't have a metro line. 

♦ The case forms of a «l, me» 

Gen. Y MeHH HeT MaiuMHbi. I have no car. - 'cme! 

Dat. Oh He 3bohm/i MHe. He didn't call me. 

Oh npneAeT ko MHe 3aBTpa. 

He will come to me tomorrow. 

Acc. Oh MeHH He 3HaeT. He doesn't know me. 
instr. Oh e^eT co mhom. He goes with me. 

Prep. A>koh roBopMn 060 MHe? Did John speak of me? 

♦ The case forms of Tbi «you» (informal) 

Gen. y Tebn eCTb MatUMHa? - Reeled cane! 

Do you have a car? 

Dat. FI no3BOHio Tebe 3aBTpa. I'll call you tomorrow. 

FI npneAy k Tebe 3aBTpa. I'll come to you tomorrow. 

Acc. FI niob/iK) Te6n. I love you. 
instr. FI noeay c ToboPi. I'll go with you. 

Prep. FI nacTO AyMaio o Tebe. I often think of you. 


Pa 


Gen. = Acc. 
Dat. = Prep. 


JVctic&! 
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♦ The case forms of Bbi «you» - polite singular or plural form 

Gen. 

Dat. 

Acc. 

Instr. 

Prep. 

♦ The case forms of Mbi «we» 



y Hac HeT MaiilMHbl. - UJmcw/ cate! 
We don't have a car. 

OH He 3B0HM/1 HaM. 

He didn't call us. 

Oh npne,aeT k HaM 3 aBTpa. 

He will come to us tomorrow. 

Ohm Hac He 3HaiOT. 

They don't know us. 

Ohm e^yT c HaMM. 

They go with us. 

Ohm o Hac HMnero He 3HaK)T. 

They don't know anything about us. 
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Gen. 

Dat. 

Acc. 

Instr. 

Prep. 


y Bac eeTb (|)aKC? - 9^ecia/cme/ 
Do you have a fax machine? 

FI n 03 B 0 HK) BaM. 

I'll call you. 

FI npneay k BaM 3aBTpa. 

I will come to you tomorrow. 

FI Bac He 3 Haio. 

I don't know you. 

FI noeay c BaMM. 

I'll go with you. 

FI MHoro c/ibiLua/i o Bac. 

I heard much of you. 


n 
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THE DECLENSION OF THE PRONOUNS KT0/4T0 

• The Interrogative/Relative pronoun kto refers to people. 

It is used both in the direct questions like: 

Kto oto? Who is that person? and in the indirect ones: 

Oh cnpocn/1, kto noeaeT b KkieB. He asked who would go to Kiev. 

Here are the case forms of kto: 

Nom. Kto 3tot ne/iOBeK? Who is that man? 

Gen. Y Koro ecTb MaiuMHa? Who has a car? 

KoMy Bbi 3 to roBopkmn? Whom did you tell it? 

K KOMy Bbi e^eTe? Whom are you going to? 

Acc. Koro Bbi 3Aecb 3HaeTe? Whom do you know here? 
instr. C KeM Bbi ejxeie? Whom are you going with? 

Prep. O kom Bbi roBopn/in? Whom are you talking about? 

page 70 


The Declension of Names, Geographic Names and noun-replacing Pr< 


Eugenia Nekrasova 


\ Basic Modern Russian Grammar 

♦ The Interrogative / Relative pronoun HTO 

♦ HTO refers to a thing, animal or an action 

Hto 3to? What is that? 

Hto 3to TaKoe? What is that? 

Hto oh ae/iaeT? What is he doing? 

♦ Like KTO, hto can be used both in direct and indirect questions: 

Nom. Hto 3to? What is that? 

Gen. Hero Bbi 6onTecb? What are you afraid of? 

Dat. Heiviy oh oh TaK paAyeTcn? What is he delighted with? 
Acc. Hto Bbi /no6nTe? What do you like? 

Instr. HeM Bbi HeAOBO/ibHbi? What are you dissatisfied with? 
Prep. O neM Bbi AyMaeTe? What are you thinking about? 


♦ The case forms of KTO and HTO are similar 
to the Masculine adjectival endings. 


JVctlce! 


The combination hto sto 3a? 

This combination is used as an equivalent of the pronoun «KaKOM»- 
especially when the answer with a specifying word is expected, as in: 

- Hto 3to 3a 3aaHne? What kind of building is it? 

- 3to TeaTp. 

The combination is used only in the Nominative of all genders and 
numbers. 

Compare: 

s. Hto 3to 3a nepe^ana? 

What kind of program is it? 
pi. Hto 3to 3a /iioam? 

What kind of people are they? 


Part 5 
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THE DECLENSION AND THE USE OF THE INDEFINITE PRONOUNS 

The Indefinite particles -TO, -HM6yAb, -Koe can be attached to KTO, 
hto (also to KaKOki, new, nae, KaK, Ky/ia, Kor/ia, noneiviy) 

♦ KTO-TO, HTO-TO 

♦ KTO-TO takes the Masculine form even when reference is to a Female: 

BaM kto-to 3B0HM/1. Someone called you. 

♦ HTO-TO takes the Neuter form: 

Hto-to yna/io. Something fell down. 

Hto-to yxacHoe. Something awfull. 

♦ KTO-TO - «someone», denotes an unknown or forgotten person, 
hto-to - «something», denotes a definite object or a thing, 
details of which are unknown to a speaker. 

♦ KTO-HM6yflb 5 HTO-HMSyflb 

♦ Forms in -HMOyflb denote someone or something indefinite, still to be 
decided or selected. 

♦ -HM0yAb forms are mostly used in questions, after imperatives, 
in conditional constructions: 

HTO-Hn6yAb cnyHMnocb? Has something happened? 
KTO-Hn6yflb 3 bohm/i? Has anyone called? 

Kynn HTO-Hki6yflb Ha 33BTpaK. 

Will you buy something for breakfast. 

Ecnn KTO-HM6yAb npnefl eT, n03B0HHTe MHe. 

If someone arrives, call me. 

♦ The Case Forms of these pronouns are similar to KTO and HTO forms: 

♦ Notice that -TO and -HMSyflb do not change. 1) 

Gen. Y Koro-Hn6yAb ecTb MaiiiMHa? 

Does anyone have a car? " ot,<f! 

Dat. Bbi KOMy HkibyAb 3 bohh/im? 

Did you call anyone? 

Acc. Bbi Koro-HM6yAb TyT 3HaeTe? 

Do you know anyone here? 

Instr. Bbi rOBOpn/in c KeM-Hn6yAb? 

Did you talk to anyone? 

Prep. Bbi o KOM-Hn6yAb roBopnnn c A>kohom? 

Did you discuss anyone with John? 
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♦ KOe-HTO, KOe-KTO 

♦ The Indefinite pronouns KOe-HTO and KOe-KTO decline like KTO and HTO, 

♦ Koe- forms refer to people or things which are not specified purposely, 

♦ Koe- does not decline, 

♦ KOe-KTO - refers to a group of people, 

♦ KOe-HTO - refers to a thing or two: 

HaAO Koe-HTO caenaTb. I have some things to do. 

♦ If prepositions are used, they appear between Koe- and the case form: 
Mine Haflo Koe c KeM noroBopMTb. I have to talk to someone. 

THE DECLENSION AND THE USE OF THE REFLEXIVE PRONOUN 
ce6n 

♦ The Reflexive pronoun ce6n and its case forms are used for all persons 
and both numbers irrespective of Gender. 

♦ It may correspond to: 

♦ forms with -self, 

♦ combinations with possessive pronouns or combinations with own, 

♦ or it is not translated at all. 

♦ This pronoun does not have the Nominative Case form. 


Gen. A>KOHyce6n. 

John is at his office. 

Dat. FI npnrnaiuaio Bac k cede b tooth. 

I invite you to my place. 

Acc. Oh /iio6mt TO/ibKO ce6n. 

He loves only himself. 

Instr. Y Bac ecTb c co6om AOKyMeHTbi? 

Do you have any papers with you? 
Prep. Oh flyMaeT TO/ibKO o cede. 

He thinks only about himself. 


Part 
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THE REPLACING GENERALIZING PRONOUNS 3T0 AND BCe 

These pronouns can be used in a sentence both as a subject and an object. 
Their gender and number agreement is as follows: 

♦ 3T0/BC6 + the Neuter of the Past tense verbs 

E.g. 


3to 6bino MHTepecHO. It was interesting. 

Bee 6bmo xopomo. Everything was all right. 


♦ 3TO/BCe + the 3-d person Singular of the Present/Future tense verbs. 
E.g. 

3to 6y,aeT m-uepecHO. It will be interesting. 

Bee 6yAeT xopomo. Everything will be all right. 


♦ When used as an object 3TO and BCe have the following case forms: 
Nom. 3to MHTepecHO. It is interesting. 

Gen. OHa 3Toro 6omtcfi. She is afraid of it. 

Dat. OHa aTOMy Bepm. She believes it. 

Acc. OHa 3 to 3HaeT. She knows it. 

Instr. OHa stum HHTepecyeTCH. She is interested in it. 

Prep. OHa 06 stom 3HaeT. She knows it. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Nom. Bee xopomo. Everything is good. 

Gen. OHa Bcero 6omtcfi. She is afraid of everything. 

Dat. OHa BceMy Bepm. She believes everything. 

Acc. OHa Bee 3HaeT. She knows everything. 

Instr. OHa BceM MHTepecyeTca. She is interested in everything. 
Prep. OHa 06 BceM 3HaeT. She knows everything. 
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Part 6 The Case Usage 

o THE use of the nominative case 

The forms of the Nominative Case coincide with the dictionary form. 
The Nominative is used as follows: 

♦ It is used to denote the subject of an action or a state: 

Moh MaiiiMHa ctomt b rapaxe. My car is in the garage. 

FI >KMBy b MocKBe. I live in Moscow. 

♦ It is used in «3TO» phrases: 

3to mom aom. This is my house. 

3to mom Apy3bFi. These are my friends. 

♦ It is used in «BOT» phrases: 

Bot mom aom. Here is my house. 

Bot mom AOKyMeHTbi. Here are my documents. 

♦ It is used in possessive constructions: 

Y Bac ecTb MauiMHa? Do you have a car? 

Y fleHbi ecTb / 1 MLUHMM 6M/ieT. Lena has a spare ticket. 

♦ It is used in definitions: 

BynraKOB - mom caMbiM nioSMMbiM nMcaie/ib. 

Bulgakov is my favourite writer. 

© THE USE OF THE GENITIVE CASE 

The Genitive is the most frequently used Russian case. 

It comprises about 70 % of all the case forms. 

The Genitive case can be used both with or without prepositions. 


Pai 


We can speak about: 

• the Genitive of Negation / Absense / Exception 

• the Genitive of Possession 

• the Genitive of Relation / Description 

• the Genitive of Quantity 

• the Genitive of Time 

• the Genitive of Place 

• the Genitive used after certain prepositions 

• the Genitive used after certain verbs 

• the Genitive of Comparison 

• the Genitive of Special Descriptive characteristics 
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THE GENITIVE OF NEGATION / ABSENSE / EXCEPTION 

♦ The Genitive is used to express an absense or non-availiability 
of a person, object or quality, for example: 

Gen. 

Ero HeT. - He is not available. 

HaiaiiiM He 6bino AOMa. - Natasha was not at home. 

Gen. 

Y MeHH HeT MaujMHbi. - 1 have no car. 

♦ Two prepositions - 6e3 - without and Kpoivie - except are used in the 
same meaning, for example: 

6e3 caxapa - without sugar 

Bee, KpoMe HaTaiuM - everyone except Natasha 

THE GENITIVE OF POSSESSION 

♦ The combination with the preposition y is used to denote possession 
of an object or some characteristics, for example: 

Gen. 

Y HaTaiuM ecTb cobaKa. 

Natasha has a dog. 

♦ The Genitive is used to denote an owner: 

3to MawMHa Moero bpaia. It's my brother's car. 


THE GENITIVE OF RELATION / DESCRIPTION 

An object or a person is described in relation to another object/person, 
for example: 


+ 

Kapia PocckiM - map of Russia 

pacnkicaHMe noe3AOB - train schedule 


noun or 
proper name 


Gen. 
noun or 
proper name 


Part <j 
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THE GENITIVE OF QUANTITY 

• The Genitive is used after words of indefinite or relative amount, 
for example: 

6o/ibwe - more 
MeHbme - less 
n/ia/io - few, little 
MHoro - many, much 
Heivia/io -- not a few 
HeMHoro - not many, a few 
HecKO/ibKO - several 
CKO/ibKO - how many, how much 
CTO/ibKO - so many, so much 
nyTb - nyTb (coll.) - a bit 


Gen. PI. 

♦ 

Gen. Sing. 

of countables 


of uncountables 

MHoro KHMr 


MHoro CHera 

many books 


much snow 


• The Genitive is used after words denoting certain amount, measure, 
containers, set of objects, for example: 


Gen. PI. 

♦ 

Gen. Sing. 

of countables 


of uncountables 

KM/iorpaMM fl6/10K 


KM/iorpaMM caxapa 

6yKeT po3 


6yTbi/iKa nMBa 


• The Genitive is used to denote part of a whole, for example: 

KycoK xne6a, no/iHaiuKM.The Genitive is used also after 

no/iTopa - 1 V 2 

ABa c no/iOBMHOM - 2 V 2 Gen. 

TpeTb - -V 3 + Jimpa 

HeTBepTb - V 4 Only the Genitive Singular " ':]! 

T P M HeTBepTM is used after these words. jVcttm! 
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• The Genitive is used to denote the exact number of persons or objects: 


cardinal numerals + Gen. 

E.g. 

10 MkiHyT 2 ahh 

100 .ao/inapoB 12 nacoB 


*0* 


There is a certain rule which regulates the use of the Genitive a= ^~j(j]] 
Singular or the Genitive Plural after the cardinal numerals. 

See below: ' 


♦ 2, 3, 4 

4 any number ending in 2, 3, 4 


take the Genitive Singular 


E.g. 

2 ne/iOBeKa, 22 ne/iOBeKa, 102 nenoBeKa etc. 


♦ any number from 5 to 19 

♦ any number ending in a numeral from 5 to 19 

♦ any number ending in 0 


take the Genitive Plural 


E.g. 


5 ne/iOBeK 125 ne/iOBeK 

15 ne/iOBeK 120 ne/iOBek 


♦ Cardinal numeral 1 and any number ending in 1 
take the Nominative Singular, for example: 

1 nac, 21 nac etc. 




• The Genitive Plural is used after the following collective and double 
numerals: 

Asoe, Tpoe, neTBepo, rmTepo, tuecTepo, ceiviepo 

for example: ABOe AeTePi 


• The Genitive Plural is used after the following words: 

Tbicnna - thousand, mm/i/imoh - million, Mn/i/inapA - billion (10 12 ) 
for example: 

Mkin/iMOH pyOnePi, Tbicnna AO/inapoB. 
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THE GENITIVE OF TIME 

The Genitive of Time can be used both with or without prepositions. 
•The Genitive is used to denote: 

♦ dates of events 

Gen. Gen. 

Oh npnexa/1 nepBoro FiHBapn agbfihocto nepBoro roAa 


♦ intervals 

yjpo Benep 

Gen. Gen. 

Oh paboTaeT c yTpa ao Benepa. 


13 00 <r 14 00 
Gen. Gen. 

Y Hac c naca ao AByx obeA- 


♦ time points 

Gen. 

Oh paSoTaeT TyT c ceHTFibpFi. He works here from September. 

♦ age points or limits 

Gen. 

Oh Hanan Kypmb c HeTbipHaAuaTM neT. 

He started smoking from the age of 14. 

♦ phases or parts of «time» words 

1941 rofl 1945 toa 



Gen. 1 

Gen. ! 

Gen. 


AO BOMHbll BO BpeMfl BOMHbl I nOC/ie BOMHbl 


1991TOA 

◄— 1 — ►] 

Gen. I Gen. I Gen. 

b Hanane roAa b cepeAHHe roAa b KOHue roAa 


Gen. 

coll. 6 yTpa - 6 a.m. 

Gen. 

2 naca aha - 2 p.m. 

Part 6 


Gen. 

6 Benepa - 6 p.m. 
Gen. 

2 naca HOHM-2a.m. 
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♦ approximate time 

coll. OKono ABeHafluaTM - about twelve o'clock 

♦ time of the day 

first part of an hour : 

Gen. 

II 05 , 23 05 - nflTb MMHyT ABeHaAuaToro 
second part of an hour : 

Gen. 

II 30 , 23 30 - no/iOBMHa ABeHaAuaToro 
Gen. 

b no/iOBMHe ABeHa,auaToro 
Gen. 

II 55 , 23 55 - 6e3 nflTM ABeHaAuaTb 


THE GENITIVE OF PLACE 

The Genitive of Place is used only after prepositions. 

It is used to denote the position of an object/person in relation 
to another object/person - both stationary and moving. 

♦ The following prepositions and adverbial combinations are used here: 


OKOJio - near 
y - near, at 

He/ia/ieKO ot - not far from 
6/1M3KO - close to 
AaneKO ot - far from 
Bfla/iM ot - far from 
HanpoTMB - opposite 

nocpeAM/nocpeAMHe 

- in the middle of 
cpeAM - among si/ ^ 

+ 


c/iesa ot - to the left from 
cnpaBa ot - to the right from 
BnepeAki - in front of 
C3aAM/no3aAM - behind 
BHyTpn - inside 
CHapyacM - outside 

BOKpyr - around 
Bflo/ib - along 
nonepeK - across 
mmmo - by, passing by 


E.g Gen. 

HeAaneKO ot Hauiero AOMa - not far from our house 
Mbi >Knnn y Apy3eM. We stayed at our friends. 
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♦ The Genitive is used to denote a place from where the action is directed 

(the starting point of motion). The following prepositions are used: 

M3, c, ot - from a place } 

M3-3a - from behind r + 

M3-noA - from beneath J 
E.g. 

Oh BepHyncH M3 llapMxa Bnepa BenepoM. 

He came back from Paris yesterday night. 

FI ObbIHHO Bbixoxy M3 AOMa b 8 00 . 

I usually leave home at 8 00 . 

Oh npuexa/i c paboTbi oneHb n03AH0. 

He came from work very late. 

Mbi exa/iM ot CTOKronbMa Ha aBTobyce. 

We went from Stockholm by bus. 

♦ The Genitive is used to denote distance between two or more objects/ 
persons or part of the way: 

OT + Gen. -> AO + Gen. 

Ot MocKBbi ao KneBa Mbi exa/iM bcio HOHb. 

From Moscow to Kiev we were driving the whole night . 

♦ After preposition AO the Genitive is used to denote a place of 
destination: 

KaK AoexaTb ao B0K3ana? How to get to the railway station? 

CKO/ibKO (nacoB) neTeTb ao /loHAOHa? 

How long does it take to get to London by air? 
also 

FI He Mory ao Bac A03B0HMTbcn. 

I can't reach you (by phone). 


Genitive 


Part € 
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THE GENITIVE USED AFTER CERTAIN PREPOSITIONS. 

The Genitive can be also used after several other prepositions 
or in other meanings than described earlier. 


£ 

s 

V) 


♦ Preposition OT is used to denote a sender of an object: 

FI nonyHM/i ot HkiKonan nncbMO. 

♦ To denote relation between two objects or phenomena: 

k/iioh ot MaiuMHbi - key to the car (lit. key from the car) 
neKapcTBO ot an/ieprnn - anti-allergic medicine 


♦ Preposition M3-3a is used to denote a reason or a cause: 
FI ono3Aan M3-3a npobKM Ha paSoTy. 

I came late to work because of a traffic jam. 


♦ Preposition fl/in means for, meant for: 
3 to Syiviara j\nn npi/iHTepa. 

The paper is for the printer. 


♦ Preposition M3 is used mostly with the following verbs: 


fle/iaTb/c/ie/iaTb M3 - to make 

M3r0T3B/lMBaTb/M3r0T0BMTb M3 - 

to make, to manifacture, to produce 

CTpoMTb/nocTpoMTb M3 - to build 
BapMTb/cBapMTb M3 - to cook 
cocTORTb M3 - to consist of 
UJMTb/CLUMTb M3 - to Sew 

BR3aTb/cBR3aTb M3 - to knit 


+ 


Genitive 


E.g. 3 tot fwj.hk CAenaH M3 AepeBa. 

This box is made of wood. 

3Ta KHkira coctomt m 3 nFiTM rnaB. 
This book consists of five c hapters. 
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THE GENITIVE USED AFTER CERTAIN VERBS 

♦ The following verbs take the Genitive: 

♦ >Ke/iaTb - to wish 

E.g. >Kenaio bsm ycnexa! I wish you succes. 

Very often the verb is omitted: 

Bcero xopoiuero! All the best to you! 

It comes from >Ke/iaio BaM Bcero xopoiuero! 

♦ ^AaTb/noflo^flaTb - to wait 

E.g. Mbi >KAeM Bamero OTBeTa. We are waiting for your reply. 

♦ He XBaTaTb - to lack, to be short of- used only impersonally 
E.g. Mine He XBaiaeT BpeMeHM. I am short of time. 

♦ He xoTeTb 

E.g. Oh He xoneT CKaHflana. He does not want any scandal. 

Oh He xoneT ap6y3a. He does not want the watermelon. 

♦ The Genitive is also used after some other verbs: 

bofiTbCfl - to be afraid of 

M36eraTb - to avoid 

CTecHRTbcn - to be shy, to feel uneasy 

Ao6MTbCfl - to achieve, to gain 

AoexaTb ao, floSpaTbcn ao - to get to, to reach 

CTOkiTb - to be worth 

B3RTb y - to take from someone 

cnpocMTb y - to ask someone 

nonpocMTb y - to ask someone to do or give something 
KymiTb y - to buy something from a person or a company 

nepeBOflMTb/nepeBecTM c... - to translate from 

E.g. OHa 60MTCH co6ak. She is afraid of dogs. 

FI cnpoiuy y bpaTa. I'll ask my brother. 
HaflO nepeBecTM c aHr/iMMCKoro. 

You have to translate it from English. 
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THE GENITIVE OF COMPARISON 

As an alternative to HeM + Nom. the Genitive is used to denote an object 
or a person of comparison: 

Mom 6paT Mono>Ke MeHFi. 

My brother is younger than me. = Mom 6paT Monoxe, neivi fi. 

THE GENITIVE OF SPECIAL DESCRIPTIVE CHARACTERISTICS 

The Genitive is used without any preposition to describe some 
characteristics of an object or a person: colour, model, size, dimension, 
age, brand etc. 

E.g. Oh KynM/i Bo/ibBO noc/ieAHen MO^enM. 

He bought the latest Volvo model, (lit. a Volvo of the latest model). 
Very often the Genitive descriptive combinations are used in questions: 


KaKoro pa3Mepa..? 

Asking about... 
size 

KaKOM MOAe/iM..? 

model, type 

KaKOM nopoflbi..? 

breed (of dogs, cats etc.) 

KaKoro pocia..? 

height of a person 

KaKOM AJIMHbl..? 

length 

KaKOM LUMpMHbl..? 

width 

KaKOM BbICOTbl..? 

height 

KaKOM rnybMHbi..? 

depth 

KaKoro copia..? 

brand, sort, type 

KaKoro KanecTBa..? 

quality 


©THE USE OF THE DATIVE CASE 
The Dative of Person 

The primary meaning of the Dative Case is to denote a person for whom 
an action is performed, for example: ^ 

noMorMTe MHe. Help me. 

•The main verbs which take the Dative of Person are as follows: 
roBopnTb/cKa3aTb - to speak/say/tell 
OTBenaTb/oTBeTMTb - to answer/reply 
paccKasbieaTb/paccKasaTb - to tell 

3B0HkiTb/n03B0HMTb - to call/phone 
noKa3biBaTb/noKa3aTb - to show 
AaBaTb/^aTb - to give 
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OTnpaB/inTb/oTnpaBMTb - to send 
npMHOCMTb/npkiHecTM - to bring 
nnaTMTb/3an/iaTMTb - to pay 

noMoraTb/noMOHb - to help oTnpaBrmTb/oTnpaBMTb - to send 

npMHOCMTb/npMHecTM - to bring 
noMoraTb/noMOHb - to help 


*01 


The Dative of Person can be used in formally impersonal senteces. 
When Russians wish to specify the state of a person they use 
the Dative, for example: 

Mine xo/ioaho. - I am cold. (lit. To me it is cold). 

The Dative is used to denote age: 

Mine 20 neT. - 1 am 20 years old. 


♦ The Dative is also used in formally impersonal sentences with a 
general meaning of necessity, possibility or obligation: 

E.g. Mine HaAO no3BOHMTb. - 1 have to make a phone call, 
(lit. It is necessary to me...) 

also with HaAO, Hy>KHO - it is necessary, one has to... 
moxcho - may, it is possible/permitted 
He/ibsa - it is not allowed, one must not 


The Dative is used after prepositions. 

Two common prepositions K and no take the Dative Case. 

♦ K - towards, to + verbs of motion 

npne 3 >KaMTe k HaM b toctm. Come to see us. 

Mbi nofl^bexa/iM k MocKBe no3AHO BenepoM. 

We approached Moscow late in the evening. 

4 no - by, along, about, according to, across, in 

It is the vaguest of all Russian prepositions, see some examples: 
exaTb no TBepcKOM - to go by Tverskaya (street) 

3 K 3 aMeH no pyccKOMy Fi 3 biKy - Russian exam (exam in/about 
Russian) 

e3flkiTb no Poccmm - to travel about/around Russia 
no 3aK0Hy - according to the law 
no yTpaM - in the mornings 
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♦ Preposition no is also used with «communication» verbs to denote 
means of communication: 


£ 

.s 

'0J5 


noKasbiBaTb/noKasaTb - to show Dat. 

CMOTpeTb/nocMOTpeTb - to watch, to see + no TeneBM3opy 
CKa3aTb - to say 


3B0HMTb/n03B0HMTb - to Call phone 
roBopMTb /noroBopMTb - to speak, to talk 


Dat. 

no Tene(j)OHy 


OTnpaB/iBTb/oTnpaBMTb - to send 
nocbmaTb/noc/iaTb - to send 
npMCbmaTb/npkic/iaTb - to send 
no/iyHaTb/no/iyHMTb - to recieve 

c/ibiLuaTb/yc/ibimaTb - to hear 
nepeAaBaTb/nepeAaTb - to broadcast 
coo6maTb/coo6mnTb - to broadcast 

BbiCTynaTb/BbiCTyrmTb - to speak 


Dat. 


+ 


no noHTe 
no (|>aKcy 


Dat. 

+ no paAMO 


O the use of the accusative case 

The Accusative can be used both with or without prepositions. 
The Accusative is used: 

• to denote an object of an action (without prepositions), 

• to denote a direction of an action (with prepositions), 

• with a number of prepositional verbs and combinations, 

• with preposition npo (about) 

• with a great number of time-expressions (both with or without 
prepositions). 


•The Accusative without prepositions is used after transitive verbs 
to denote an object of an action (Direct object), for example: 


FI 

subject 


KynMTi 

action 

expressed by 
transitive verbs 


co6aKy. - 1 bought a dog. 
object 

in Accusative 


Part € 
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♦ The Accusative is also used with the same model to denote cost, 
measure, distance: 

3ia coSaKa ctomt Tbicnny AO/inapoB. 

The dog costs one thousand dollars. 

Mbi npoexa/iM nnTb Tbicnn KnnoMeTpoB. 

We drove a thousand kilometers. 


*01 


• The Accusative is used to denote the direction of an action or a place 
of destination after prepositions B, Ha, noA, Hepe3, 3a, for 
example: 

FI e Ay b JIohaoh. I am going to London. 

subject action object in Accusative 

expressed by 
motion verbs 


Some other examples include: 

FI nay Ha BbiCTaBKy. 

I am going to the exhibition. 

FI OTnpaBM/i (|)aKC b TIohaoh. 

I sent a fax to London. 

Oh nojio>KHJi AeHbrki b cencj). 

He put the money into the safe. 

Oh nocTynn /1 b yHMBepcMTeT. 

He was admitted to the university. 

FI n03B0HM/1 B napM>K. 

I made a call to Paris. 

Oh nocTaBM/i KopobKy no a cto/i. 
He put a box under the table. 

Oh yexan paboTaTb 3a rpaHMuy. 
He went to work abroad. 

FI eAy 3a ropoA- 
I am going to the countryside. 

Oh BbiCTpe/iM/i b no/iMueMCKoro. 
He shot a policeman. 

Ero paHH/iH b KO/ieHo. 

He was wounded in his knee. 


Part € 
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The Accusative is used after certain prepositional verbs: 
3armaTMTb 3a 6mieT -to pay for the ticket 
Bepmb b 6ora - to believe in God 

npoASTb 3 a Tbicnny fl o/uiapoB - to sell for one thousand dollars 
HaKa3aTb 3a npecTyn/ieHne - to punish for a crime 
ronocoBaTb 3a «3e/ieHbix» - to vote for the «Greens» 

TpaTMTb ,aeHbrn Ha KHkirn - to spent money on books 

OTBeTMTb Ha Bonpoc - to answer a question 

B/nobmbCfl b cocefl a - to fall in love with a neighbour 

nrpaTb b t |)yT6oji - to play football 

nocTynaTb b flBepb - to knock on the door 

roBopmb nepe3 nepeBO ^ HHKa - to converse through an 

interpreter 


• The Accusative is also used in some combinations: 
peueriT Ha aHTn 6 noTMK - prescription for antibiotics 
penc Ha JIohaoh - flight to London 

6 n/ieT Ha KOHuepT - ticket for the concert 

cneT 3a Man - bill for May 

AeHbrn Ha 6n/ieT - money for the ticket 

• In everyday conversation the preposition npo (about) followed by 
the Accusative is used instead of O «about» followed by the 
Prepositional: 

paccKa3aTb npo noe3<aKy - to tell about the trip 

• Some prepositional verbs with preposition Ha are used to denote the 
date or the time for which something has been arranged: 

Ha3HanMTb BCTpeny Ha noHefle/ibHMK BTopoe HHBapn. 

To arrange the meeting for January the second. 

Other verbs which are used in the construction include: 

3aKa3aTb Ha - to order for 
nepeHecTM Ha - to postpone to... 
oT/io>KMTb Ha - to postpone to... 


Part € 
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• The Accusative can be used in the following time-expressions: 


♦ with days of the week: 

b noHe/ie/ibHMK - on Monday 
bo BTopHMK - on Tuesday 
b cpeay - on Wednesday 
b neTBepr - on Thursday 
b nnTHMuy - on Friday 
b cy66oTy - on Saturday 
b BOCKpeceHbe - on Sunday 


♦ with festivals and public holidays: 

B/Ha HoBbiki roA - at the New Year 
B/Ha PoxAecTBO - at Christmas 
Ha riacxy - at Easter 

♦ to denote a period of time: 

FI 6bm He/ie/iK) b McnaHHH. I spent a week in Spain. 

FI e^y Ha He/xento b McnaHHfo. I am going to Spain for a week. 

♦ after «nepe3» - in 

FI e^y nepe3 He/iejiK) b McnaHmo. In a week I am going to Spain. 


♦ with «Ha3a,a» - ago 

FI e3AM/i b McnaHmo Hejxenyo Ha3a<a. I went to Spain a week ago. 

♦ after «3a» - to denote the time taken to complete the action: 

Mbi Aoexa/iM ao ropo^a 3a nac. 

It took us an hour to get to the town. 

♦ to denote frequency of occurence: 
pa3 b He,ae/iio - once a week 
pa3 b MecFiu - once a month 
pa3 b toa - once a year 


Part <i 
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dI) , 

b during 


• with «b» - in, during, in the time of... 

b nnoxyio noroAy - in bad weather 
b wapy - when it s hot B0 B peis/iH bomhu 

b xo/ioa - when it's cold B BO a Hy (co , L) 

b 3MMHee BpeMH - in winter time 
b cpeAHne BeKa - in the middle ages 

b Hauie BpeMR - in our time 

b CTa/iMHCKMe BpeMeHa -in Stalin's time 

b nepMOA «3acT0H>> - in stagnation period 

b no/iAeHb - at midday 

b no/iHOHb - at midnight 

b nac - at one o'clock 

b nocneAHioK) MMHyiy - at the last minute 

b stot, npowfibiki, SyAyiiLMM BTopHMK - this, last, next Tuesday 

b nepBbin AeHb - on the first day 

b to yipo - that morning 

bo BpeMeHa neTpa nepBoro - in the reign of Peter the First 
Note BO BpeMeHa + Gen is used mostly for the distant past. 

0 THE USE OF THE INSTRUMENTAL CASE 

• The case got its name from one of its uses, 

it is the case form for the instrument used to do something, as in: 
nope3aTbcn ho>kom - to cut oneself with a knife. 

• However, it is not the most important use to learn. 

More important is its use after six prepositions: 
c, 3a, Me>KAy, HaA, nepea, noA 

• The Preposition C 


the war 



♦ c - with, don't confuse it with c + Gen., meaning «from» 

FI eay Tyaa c HaTaweM. - 1 go there with Natasha. 

FI roBopn /1 Bnepa c HaTaiueki. 

-Yesterday I spoke to... (lit. with Natasha) 

also BMecTe c - together with - FI e^y Tyaa BMecie c HaTaiueki. 

6yTep6poA c kiKpon - caviar sandwich (lit. sandwich with caviar) 

♦ The Instrumental is used after some verbs taking the preposition c 
no3ApaBMTb c - to congratulate on 

AoroBopkiTbcn c - to settle with somebody 
BCTpeTkiTbcn c - to meet with 
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•The Instrumental is used after 5 prepositions to denote a place of an object: 

♦ 3a - behind 

MamkiHa ctout 3a aomom. The car is parked behind the house. 

♦ Me>Kfly - between 

MaiiinHa ctomt Me>KAy AOMaMn. 

The car is parked between the houses. 

♦ Hafl - above, over, on 

Mbi neTe/iM HaA A/ibnaivin. We flew above the Alps. 

♦ nepeAl - in front of, before 
MamkiHa CTonna nepeA aomom. 

The car was parked in front of the house. 

♦ Preposition nepeA can also be used in time-expressions: 
nepeA 33BTpaK0M - before breakfast 

♦ noA - under IIoa rocTMHnueki ecTb 6o/ibwoM rapax. 

There is a big garage under the hotel. 

also noA Mockbom - near Moscow 

♦ The Instrumental is used after a number of verbs of which \ r .. . 

JXouce! 

the most common are 6bm/6yAeT: 

Oh 6bin M3BecTHbiM (J)OTorpa(|)OM. He was a famous photographer. 
Oh 6yAeT xnpyproM. He will become a surgeon. 

KorAa h 6bin ManeHbKMM... When I was small... 

Also paboTaTb AMpeKTopoM wKO/ibi, 3aHMMaTbcn (j)OTorpa(j)Meki, 
MHTepecoBaTbCFi (J)OTorpa(|)MeM 
Some other verbs which take the Instrumental: 

FIB/lFITbCfl - to be 
Ka3aTbCFi - to seem 

CHMTaTbCFi - to be considered KOMaHAOBaTb - to command 
ocTaTbCFi - to remain, to stay ynpaB/iHTb 1 to control 
ropAMTbcn - to be proud of pyKOBOAMTb j to manage, to run 

Hac/ia>KAaTbCFi - to delight in B/iaAeTb - to own 
yB/ieKaTbcn - to be obsessed with xepTBOBaTb -sacrifice 
XBacTaTbCFi - to boast of SoneTb - to be sick 

OT/iMHaTbca - to be distinguished by nnaTMTb - to pay (in) 
naxHyTb - to smell of KopMMTb - to feed (with) 

ToproBaTb - to trade in HarpaAMTb - to reward (with) 
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• The Instrumental case is used after some prepositional verbs: 

Oh paSoTan HaA KOHTpaKTOM. He worked on a contract. 

Oh CMenncH HaA cbomm ApyroM. He laughed at his friend. 

• Preposition 3a is also used to denote a purpose of action: 

FI may 3a xneSoM. I am going to buy bread. 

• The Instrumental without a preposition is used to denote the time of 
events (parts of the day, seasons): 

yTpoM - in the morning 
AHeM - in the afternoon 
BenepoM - in the evening 
HOHbio - at night 
3 mmom - in (the) winter 
BecHOM - in (the) spring 
neTOM - in (the) summer 
oceHbio - in (the) fall/autumn 

• Also Oh AOBO/ieH CBoeu paboTOM. He is satisfied with his job. 

© THE USE OF THE PREPOSITIONAL CASE 

The Prepositional case is used only after the following prepositions: 

B, Ha - to denote a place or time, 
o - about, npki - in the time of 

• The Prepositional is used after B and Ha to denote a place: 

CeMnac a >KMBy b MocKBe. I live in Moscow now. 

FI 6bina Ha BbiCTaBKe. I have been to the exhibition. 
b HHBape - in January etc. 
b npow/iOM roAy - last year 
b c/ieAyiomeM Mecnue - next month 
Ha 3 tom HeAe/ie - this week etc. 

3t 0 6bmO B (TblCHHa AeBflTbCOT) COpOK BOCbMOM rOAy. 

- It was in 1948. 

Oh >km/i b AeBHTHaAuaTOM BeKe. He lived in the 19-th century. 
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♦ Some other verbs used with this case after prepositons B, Ha: 
paSoTaTb B/Ha - to work 
yHMTbCFi B/Ha - to study 
HaxoAMTbCFi B/Ha - to be (situated) 
ry/iHTb B/Ha - to take a walk 
poflHTbca B/Ha - to be born 
ocTaTbcn B/Ha - to stay 
CMAeTb B/Ha - to sit 
nexaTb B/Ha - to lie 
BkiceTb B/Ha - to hang 
kirpaTb b - to play (sports) 

kirpaTb Ha - to play (music instruments) and some others. 


• After b or Ha the Prepositional is used to denote means of transport: 
FI noe,ay Ha MaiuMHe. I will go by car. 


• The Prepositonal is used with the following verbs after the preposition 0: 
AyMaTb o... - to think 
roBopMTb o... - to speak, to talk 
nnoaTb o... - to write 
HmaTb o... - to read 
paccKa3biBaTb o... - to tell 
cnpaiuMBaTb o... - to ask 
3HaTb o... - to know 
E.g 

Oh He /iio6mt roBopmb o CBoen paboTe. 

He does not like to talk about his work. 


• After npM the Prepositional is used to denote a period in history: 

npM uape - in tzar time 

npM CTa/iMHe - in Stalin's time 


Part 6 
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Part 7 Verbs 

THE SYSTEM OF THE RUSSIAN VERB 

Russian verbs have the following forms: 

♦ The Infinitive - nmaTb - to read 

{ Present Tense - a HMTaio - I read, I am reading 
Past Tense - a HMTan, - 1 read, I have read 
Future Tense - a 6y,ay HMTaTb - I will read, 

I will be reading 
♦ The Imperative - HkiTaMie, noxanyMCTa! - Please, read! 

♦ The Conjunctive mood - Past Tense + 6bi, 

a HMTan 6bi - 1 would read, 

The verbs also have some other forms: 

♦ The participles and 
♦ The adverbial participles or gerunds 

♦ Many verbs have the reflexive particle - ca (-Cb) attached to all their 
forms, for example: 

BepHyTbca - to return, 
ynMTbcn - to study etc. 

♦ When studying the Russian Verb system you have also to bear in mind 
such an unusual characteristics as the Aspect. 

♦ The verbs of motion, particularly non-prefixed verbs, form a peculiar 
group which needs special treatment. 

THE INFINITIVE AS A BASE FOR THE VERB FORMS 

In the dictionaries the Russian verbs are registered in the Infinitive. 
The Infinitive is the form which does not have any ending indicating 
the Tense. It is possible to say that the Infinitive is the «naked» form 
of the verb. So, to «dress» the verb you have to add the Tense endings 
to it. Further you will learn how to do it. 

There are three Tenses in Russian: 


The Present Tense 
The Past Tense 
The Future Tense 
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THE USE OF THE INFINITIVE IN RUSSIAN 

• The infinitives end in: [-Tb, -CTb, -Hb, -TM, -CTH, -3Tb, -3TH ] 

• The combinations with the Infinitive can be represented by the following 
scheme: 



O The Infinitive is normally combined with a great many verbs: 

FI nioSnio HmaTb. I like reading. 

FI xony noexaTb Ha aKCKypcmo. I want to go sightseeing. 

Oh npocn/1 MeHfl npnATM. He asked me to come. 

FI Bcenaa 6y,ay BaM noMoraTb. I will always help you. 

©The Infinitive is used in the sentences with the meaning of obligation, 
supposition, permission or prohibition, for example: 

MHe Hy>KHO paSoTaTb. I have to work. / 1 must work. 

Oh AO/ixeH npnexaib 3aBTpa. 

He should come tomorrow. 

He is supposed to come tomorrow. 

Mo>kho noexaTb Ha MeTpo.You can go by subway. 

3Aecb Henb3H ciasmb MauiMHy.You cannot park your car here. 

It's forbidden to park your car here. 

© The infinitive is used with the ... « 0 »- forms in phrases like: 


TpyflHO BOflMTb MaLLIMHy B MOCKBe. 

It is difficult to drive a car in Moscow. 


Part 7 
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THE ASPECT 

The Russian verb has an extra characteristics: the Aspect. 

♦ The action expressed by a verb may be viewed from different stand 
points: completion, frequency of occurance, action in progress, 
statement of fact etc. 

♦ The Aspect is manifested through prefixes or suffixes and not through 
the endings as the tenses do. Practically each Russian verb belongs 
either to the Imperfective or the Perfective Aspect. 

♦ Most Russian verbs go in pairs of Imperfective and Perfective verbs, 
for example: AenaTb - c/tenaTb - to do 

♦ The Aspect of the Verb is always marked in the dictionaries. 

JVotice! 

Ae/iaTb - Imperfective 
CflenaTb - Perfective 

♦ The verbs which make up an Aspect pair generally have the same 
meaning, i.e. they name one and the same real action, for example: 
Ae/iaTb/cae/iaTb - to do, 

AenaTb - to do, 

CflenaTb -lit., to have something done. 

♦ The Tense formation scheme: 


Stem 

of the verb 




Tense ending 


♦ The Aspect formation scheme: 



♦ Mind that the Aspect goes through the whole system of the verb: 


Aspect 


— Infinitives — Tenses — Imperatives — Participles 


Aspect 


Part 
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THE ASPECT IN THE TENSE SYSTEM 

♦ The Aspect is a kind of a rod which goes through the Tense system 
of the Russian verb. 

♦ With reference to the Aspect, the Tense system of the Russian verb can 

be presented by the following scheme: 

O Imperfective Aspect (First Form) 


These verbs are simply called the Imperfective verbs. 


PAST TENSE 


PRESENT TENSE FUTURE TENSE 


© Perfective Aspect (Second Form) 


PAST TENSE 


FUTURE TENSE 


These verbs are simply 
called the Perfective verbs. 


THE PRESENT TENSE OF THE VERBS 
Only the Imperfective verbs can be used in the Present Tense. 

Imperfective verb JVcUce! 


PAST TENSE 


PRESENT TENSE 


H 


FUTURE TENSE 




♦ In the Present Tense verbs change for person and number - they conjugate. 
Each person has its own ending. There are two types of personal endings, 
in accordance with which verbs fall into 

1 ^ ^ 

O -st and © -nd 

conjugation conjugation 


♦ As a base for the Present tense formation we use part of the Infinitive, 
for example: 

The infinitive Present tense stem 


3HaTb -> 3Ha- 

TOBOpHTb -> TOBOp- 
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O -ST CONJUGATION, REGULAR FORMATION 

♦ Many Russian 1-st conjugation verbs are conjugated on the pattern 
of 3H3Tb (vowel stem): 

FI 3H8K) Mbl 3HaeM 

Tbi 3Haeiub Bbi 3HaeTe 

OH, OHa 3HaeT OHM 3HaiOT 

♦ The 1-st conjugation («e» conjugation) comprises the verbs ending in 

-aTb, -HTb, -eTb, -oBaTb, -eBaTb, -HyTb, -tm, -Hb. 

♦ The Present Tense endings are as follows: 

Singular 

-y - after consonants 

a { 

-K) - after vowels 
and b(soft sign) 

Tbi -enib/ -eiub 
oh, OHa -eT / -eT b(soft sign) 

‘tDxwfdum!!! Some -HTb verbs also belong to the 1-st Conjugation: 
>KMTb - to live, nMTb - to drink, /lMTb - to pour and some others. 


Plural 


Mbl 

-eM/-eM 

Bbi 

-eie/-eTe 


, -yT - after consonants 

OHM A 

- -K)T - after vowels and 


© -ND CONJUGATION, REGULAR FORMATION 

♦ Many Russian 2-nd conjugation verbs are conjugated on the pattern 
of TOBOpMTb (consonant stem): 

fi roBopio Mbi roBopmvi 

Tbi roBopmiJb Bbi roBopMTe 

OH, OHa TOBOpHT OHM TOBOpHT 

♦ The 2-nd conjugation comprises verbs ending in - HTb. 

♦ The Present Tense endings are as follows: 


Singular 


Plural 

-y - after r, K, >K, H, iu. m. 

Mbl 

-MM 


Bbi 

-MTe 

-K) - in other cases. 

< 

r -aT after r, K, >K, 

-MUJb 

OHM A 

I h, iu, m. 

OHa -MT 

I 

^ -HT in other cases. 


Part 
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efduyn!!! 

A big group of common verbs ending in -aTb, -flTb and -eTb 
also belongs to the 2-nd Conjugation («M» Conjugation). 


Among them are: 

CMOTpeTb - to watch, 

to look at, to see 

BM/ieTb - to see 
c/ibiwaTb - to hear 
/ie>icaTb - to lie 
CMfleTb - to sit 
CTOflTb - to stand 
cnaTb - to sleep 


MO/inaTb - to be silent 
KpkinaTb - to shout, to scream 
3 aBMceTb ot - to depend on 
CTynaTb - to knock 
,aep>KaTb - to hold, to keep 
AbiwaTb - to breathe 
and many others. 


E g. BMfleTb 

FI BM>Ky Mbl BMAUM 

Tbl BklAHLUb Bbl BMAMTe 

OH BMAMT OHM BMflflT 


Prefixed verbs of both conjugations follow the same conjugation 
pattern as their root verbs, for example: 

BMfleTb - 2 -nd conjugation - to see - oh bmamt 
yBMfleTb - 2 -nd conjugation - to see (suddenly)- oh ybmamt 


JVclixx! 


THE IRREGULAR 1-ST CONJUGATION 

With some verbs the Present Tense stem differs from the Infinitive stem. 
See them below. 

• Dropping of some parts of the Infinitive 


♦ Verbs in -aBaTb: 
AaBaTb - to give 
Ba- is dropped. 

The stem is -fla 


fi Aaio 

Tbi flaemb 

oh AaeT 
also - y 3 HaBaTb 


Mbi flaeM 
Bbi flaeTe 
OHM AaiOT 

- to recognize 


BCTaBaTb - to get up etc. 


♦ Verbs in -OBaTb/-eBaTb: 
ro/iocoBaTb - to vote 
-OBa- is dropped, -y- is added. 


fi ro/iocyio Mbi ro/iocyeM 
Tbi ro/iocyemb Bbi ro/iocyeTe 
oh ro/iocyeT ohm ronocyiOT 
also - TpebOBaTb - to demand 
- fi Tpebyio etc. 
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♦ changing of the stem vowel 

♦ neTb - to sing 

r noio Mbi noeM 
Tbi noewb Bbi noeie 
oh noeT ohm noioT 

♦ -B appears in conjugation: 

>KMTb - to live 
R >KMBy Mbl >KMBeM 

Tbl XMBeiUb Bbl >KMBeTe 

OH >KMBeT OHM >KMByT 

♦ Verbs in -MTb: 

nkiTb - to drink 

r nbio Mbi nbeM 
Tbi nbeiub Bbi nbeie 
oh nbeT ohm nbioT 


♦ 6paTb - to take 
r 6epy Mbi 6epeM 
Tbi Sepeiub Bbi SepeTe 
oh 6epeT ohm 6epyT 


also - n/ibiTb - to swim 


also 

6MTb - to strike, r 6bio 
JIMTb - to pour, R /lbio 
LLIMTb - tO Sew, FI LUblO etc. 


♦ Verbs in -blTb: 

MbiTb - to wash 

R MOIO Mbl MOeM 

Tbi Moenib Bbi MoeTe 
OH MOeT OHM MOIOT 


Part 7 
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♦ Verbs in -aTb with consonant interchange throughout conjugation: 
nMCaTb - to write, c/iu interchange 


*01 

5 


a nmuy Mbi nMweM 

Tbi nkiiiiemb Bbi mweTe 

oh riMiueT ohm riMiuyT ck/iu 

MCKaTb - to look for, to seek 

H MlUy Mbl MiueM 

Tbl MLUeiUb Bbl MLiteTe 

OH, OHa MmeT OHM MLUyT 


t/h - LuenTaTb - to whisper - a uienny 
k/h - nnaKaTb - to weep - a n/iany 
3 />k - BH 3 aTb - to knit - a Ba>Ky 


-TM verbs: 

MflTM - 

to go 

a MAy, Tbi MAeiub, oh MAeT 

Mbl MAeM, Bbl MAeTe, OHM MAyT 

Be 3 TM - 

to convey 

a Be 3 y, Tbi Be 3 eiub, oh Be 3 eT 

Mbi Be 3 eM, Bbi Be 3 eTe, ohm Be 3 yT 

pacTM - 
to grow 

a pacTy, Tbi pacTeiub, oh pacTeT 

Mbi pacTeM, Bbi pacTeTe, ohm pacTyT 

HeCTM - 

to carry 

a Hecy, Tbi Heceiub, oh HeceT 

Mbi HeceM, Bbi HeceTe, ohm HecyT 

BeCTM - 

to lead 

a BeAy, Tbi BeAemb, oh boast 

Mbi BeAeM, Bbi BeAeTe, ohm BeAyT 


also 

pBaTb - to tear, 
BpaTb - to lie 


♦ Verbs in -aTb like: 

>KAaTb - to wait 
a >KAy Mbi >ka§m 

Tbi >Kfleiub Bbi yKjxeie 

OH, OHa >KAeT OHM >KflyT 


Part 
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♦ Verbs in -CTb/3Tb: 

K/iacTb - to place 
a K/iaAy Mbi K/ia,aeM 

Tbi K/ia,aeiub Bbi Kna,aeTe 

oh, OHa K/iaaeT ohm K/iaayT 


.s 

V) 


The verbs described before had the peculiarity gone throughout 
the conjugation. But now you'll meet with a special case: 


♦ Verbs in -Hb: 


H/r/>K interchange 


MOHb - to be able 
a Mory 

Tbl Moxewb 
OH, OHa MO>KeT 


Mbl MO>KeM 
Bbi Moxeie 
OHM MOryT 


also Tenb - to flow 
nenb - to bake 


h/k 

k/h 


interchange 


h neKy 
Tbi neneiub" 
oh, OHa neneT 


Mbi neneM 

Bbi neneTe 
ohm neicyT 


THE IRREGULAR 2-ND CONJUGATION 

• Regular -MTb verbs are conjugated as rOBOpMTb: 

♦ consonant stem 

noMHMTb - to remember, KypMTb - to smoke, 

BepMTb - to believe, ynMTb - to teach, to learn, 

AapMTb - to give (as a present). 

♦ vowel stem 

CTpoMTb - to build, CTOMTb - to coast also 

CTOHTb - to stand 
SoHTbcn - to fear 

• Irregular conjugation of M verbs 

A consistent feature of the second conjugation is the change 
(mutation) of the consonant in the first person Singular of verbs 
ending in -MTb and -eTb. 

So, the 1-st Person Sigular differs from other forms. 

JVolixx,! 

Part 


JVotice! 
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♦ -Jl appears in the 1 -st Person Singular: 

nioSMTb - to love, to like 


fi nio 6 mo 
Tbi mobkiiub 
oh, OHa /iio6mt 


Bbi niobMTe 

ohm nioSflT 


Mbl /iio 6 mm 


also roTOBlMTb - to cook, to prepare - a roTOB/iio, 
CTaBlMTb - to put - R CTaB/llO, 
cnlaTb - to sleep - a cnmo, 

KopMlMTb - to feed - a Kopivmio, 
noBlMTb - to catch - a /iob/iio, 

TepnleTb - to tolerate - a Tepn/110 and some others 

♦ a / 7 K interchange: 

BMAeTb -to see 

a BM>Ky Mbl BMflMM 

Tbl BMAMLLJb Bbl BMflMTe 

oh, OHa bmamt ohm bmaht also CMAleTb - to sit 


rnaAlmb - to iron 
xofllMTb - to go, to walk 


♦ t/h interchange: 

zieieTb -to fly 


a neny Mbi neTMM 

Tbi neTMiub Bbi neTMTe 

oh, OHa neTMT ohm neiaT 


♦ c/LU interchange: 

npocMTb -to ask 


♦ t/h interchange : 

nnaTMTb -to pay 


a npoujy Mbi npocMM 

Tbi npocMiub Bbi npocMTe 

OH, OHa npOCMT OHM npOCHT 


a nnany 
Tbi n/iaTMiub 


Mbi nnaTMM 
Bbi nnaTMTe 


oh, OHa n/iaTMT ohm n/iaTaT 


Pai 
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IRREGULAR VERBS NOT FOLLOWING ANY PATTERN 

A number of verbs do not follow any of the above patterns. 
Some of them also include the elements of both conjugations. 
See them below: 






V) 


xoTleTb - to want 
h xony Mbi xotmm 

Tbi xonewb Bbi xoTMTe 

oh, OHa xoneT ohm xotht 
(also h/t interchange) 


♦ ecTb - to eat 

a eM Mbie^lMM 

Tbi eiub Bbi eAlMTe 

oh, OHa ecT ohm e^lRT 


♦ 6e>xlaTb - to run, also r/>K interchange 
n 6ery Mbi 6e>KMM 

Tbi 6e>KMLUb Bbi 6e>KMTe 

oh, OHa 6e>KMT ohm 6eryT 


6 biTb - to be 

Only one form is used - eCTb, 

which is the 3-d Person Singular and Plural 

THE PAST TENSE OF THE VERBS 




The Past Tense formation is based on the Gender Principal (Singulars). 
The stem which serves as a base for the Past Tense formation comes 
from the infinitive. 

The infinitives end in: -Tb, -CTb, -Hb, -TM, -CTM, -3Tb, -3TM . 


♦ As for the Past Tense Formation all the verbs 
fall into 2 groups 


£ ^1 

O First Group 0 Second Group 


-Tb, -CTb 


-Hb, -TM, -CTM, -3Tb, 

verbs 


-3TM, several -Tb verbs 


Regular Past Tense formation, 
modern productive type of verbs, 

vowel stem. 


Irregular Past Tense formation, 
non-productive old type of verbs, 

consonant stem. 


Part 
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O First Group, Regular Past Tense Formation 

• [-Tb verbs, vowel stem j 

Let us take, for example, the verb to be - SbiTb. 

♦ To give the Masculine Past we have to replace -Tb by -Ji: 



♦ The Feminine Past - we replace -Tb by -Jia: 
6biTb ■=> OHa 6bi/ia 
she was, she has been 


♦ The Neuter Past - we replace -Tb by -J10: 
6blTb >=> 3T0, OHO 6bl/10 

it was, it has been 


Stem + -/io 


♦ The Past agrees also in Number: 

Mbi 6bi/iki - we were, we have been 
Bbi 6bi/iM - you were, you have been 
ohm 6bi/iM - they were, they have been 



So, the full table is: 


inf. ; 

6biTb Singular 


Plural & Polite 


M. n, OH, Tbl 6bl/1 

F. fl, OHa, Tbl 6bi/ia 

N. 3T0, OHO 6bl/10 


Mbl, Bbl, OHM SblJlM 


Part 
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-CTb verbs 

as part of the Regular Group 


E.g. 

ynacTb - to fall down 


£ 


To get the Past tense forms we have to replace -CTb by -n, -Jia, -no 
or -/1M. 

So, the full table of the Past Tense formation of this type of verbs is 
as follows: 

Inf. 

ynaCTb 


Singular 

Plural & Polite 

M. a, oh, Tbi yna/i 


F. a, OHa, Tbi yna/ia 

Mbi, Bbi, ohm yna/in 

N. 3to, oho yna/io 



Some other verbs of the same type: 
ecTb - to eat, yKpacTb - to steal 
nonacTb - to get to, 
nponacTb - to disappear, to vanish. 


The use of Personal pronouns a and Tbi with the Past Tense. 


Personal pronouns a - I and Tbi (informal «you») 
are of Common Gender. 

So, the Gender agreement is determined by the real sex 
of a person. 

Ji WMyl 



“CD 



a 6bin - 1 was - a 6bina 
a ynan - 1 fell down - a yna/ia 


Pi 


ci 


Tbi 6bm - you were - Tbi 6bina 
Tbi ynan - you fell down - Tbi ynana 
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© IRREGULAR PAST TENSE FORMATION 
• Verbs ending in Hb 




5 


♦ Some types of verbs have no -n in the Masculine Past. 

These are mainly the oldest verbs of the Russian language which 
have the consonant stem. 

No -Ji is added to this stem in the Masculine Past. 

♦ In addition to that the stem consonant is very often replaced 
by its interchanging pair consonant : H by r, H by K etc. 

Let us take for example the verb MOHb - to be able to, 

H will be replaced by r. So, the Past Tense forms are: 


JVctica! 



Singular 

Plural & Polite 

M. 

fl, OH, Tbl Mor 


F. 

h, OHa, Tbi Mor/ia 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM MOrflM 

N. 

3T0, OHO M0r/10 



♦ Some other verbs of the same type of the Past Tense Formation: 


noMOHb - to help 

oh noMor - he helped 

TeHb - to flow 


OHa noMorna - she helped 

OH TeK 


oho noMorno - it helped 

OHa TeK/ia 

/lenb - to lie down 

ohm noMor/iM - they helped 

OHO TeK/10 

oh ner 

H/r - interchange 

OHM TeK/lM 

OHa nerna 


h/k - interchange 

oho nemo 

nocTpMHb - to cut (hair), 

grass 

ohm nernM 

H/r - interchange 

oh nocTpMr 

OHa nocTpMrna 

Mcnenb - to bake 


oho nocTpMr/io 

oh McneK 


OHM nOCTpMr/lM 

OHa McneK/ia 


H/r - interchange 

OHM MCneK/lM 



h/k - interchange 

Part 
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6epenb - to save, to keep, to guard, to protect 
oh 6eper 
OHa 6eper/ia 



oh 3a>Ker 
OHa 3a>Krna 
ohm 3a>KrnM 
H/r - interchange 



or a match 


nepecenb - to cross, to intersect 

oh nepeceK 

OHa nepeceK/ia 

oho nepeceK/io 

ohm nepeceK/iM 

h/k - interchange 

Similar Past Tense formation have lot of other verbs. 

• Some -eTb verbs (consonant stem) also have the Irregular Past 
Tense Formation - no -n in the Masculine Past, for example: 
yMepeTb - to die. 

So, the Past Tense forms 
are as follows: 

oh yMep - he died To this type belong 

OHa yMep/ia - she died some other verbs: 


3anepeTb - to lock, 
BbiTepeTb - to wipe etc. 


ohm yiviep/iM - they died 


• A lot of -HyTb verbs (consonant stem): 
npMBbiKHyTb - to get used to 
the stem is npMBbiK- 

So, the Past Tense forms are: 
oh npMBbiK - he got used to 
OHa npMBbiK/ia - she got used to 
ohm npMBbiK/iM - they got used to 
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Some other verbs of the same type: 
nornSHyTb - to perish 
3aMep3HyTb - to freeze 
BbicoxHyTb - to become dry 
noraCHyTb - to go out (about light) 
riOTyxHyTb - to go out (about light) 

MCHe3HyTb - to disappear, to vanish 
oc/iermyTb - to become blind 
npoKMCHyTb - to become sour 
npoMOKHyib - to become wet 
npoTyxHyTb - to become rotten etc. 

• Irregular Past Tense forms of verbs ending in -TM, -CTM, -3TM, -3Tb. 

♦ A lot of frequently used verbs ending in -TM, -CTM, -3TM, -3Tb 
have the following forms in the Past Tense: 


♦ Non-prefixed basic motion verbs 




Infinitive 


Past Tense 

going» verb 

MATH 

>=> 

Luen, mna, mno, uj/im 

carrying> 

) verb 

Be3TM 

>=> 

Be3, Be3/ia, Be3no, Be3/iu 



HeCTM 

<=> 

Hec, Hec/ia, Hecno, Hec/in 

leading» 

verb 

BeCTM 

■=> 

Ben, Bena, Beno, Benu 


} different 
stems 


♦ These Past Tense forms serve as basic forms for other verbs, 
for example: 

Inf. nOMTM - to go (from «matm») 

* 

Past Tense 

noLuen, noiiina, norn/io, noiu/iM 


Part 
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inf. ykiTM - to leave 


Inf. npMMTM - to COITie 

(from «MATM») 


(from «MATM») 

4^ 


+ 

Past Tense 


Past Tense 

yiiie/i, ym/ia, yiuno, 


npmuen, npmuna, npmii/io, 

yiu/iM 


npmu/iM 


carrying » verbs 


Inf. npMBe3TM 


Inf. npMHeCTM 

(from «Be3TM») 


(from «HeCTM») 

4/ 


4/ 

Past Tense 


Past Tense 

npnBe3, npnBe3na, npnBe3no, 


npm-iec, npMHecna, npMHec/io, 

npnBe3nn 


npnHec/in 


«leading» verbs 


inf. npuBecTki 


Inf. OTBeCTM 

(from «BeCTM») 


(from «BeCTM») 

4/ 


4/ 

Past Tense 


Past Tense 

npnBe/1, npMBe/ia, npMBe/io, 


OTBe/i, OTBena, OTBeno, 

npMBe/iM 


OTBe/lM 


There arernany other 
prefixes which not only 
add some new shades 
of meaning but can 
also change the 
meaning of a verb. 

But the formation of 
the Past Tense is 
always based on the 
Past Tense forms of 
non-prefixed verbs of 
motion. 
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♦ Some other verbs with the same peculiarities in the Past Tense formation: 


£ 

.3 


Infinitive 


paCTM - 

to grow - 

cnacTM - 

to save, 


to rescue - 

UBeCTM - 

to bloom - 

TpnCTM - 

to shake - 

MeCTM - 

to sweep - 

rpecTM - 

to row - 

B/ie3Tb - 

to climb up 

nO/13TM - 

to crawl - 


Past Tense forms 

poc, poena, poc/io, poc/in 

cnac, cnac/ia, cnacno, cnac/in 
UBen, uBena, u,Beno, u,Benn 
Tpnc, Tpnc/ia, Tpnc/io, Tpnc/w 
Men, Mena, Me/io, Menu 
rpe 6 , rpe 6 /ia, rpe 6 /in 
- B/ie 3 , B/ie 3 /ia, B/ie 3 /io, B/ie 3 /in 
no/13, no/13/ia, no/13/10, no/13/in 


The above mentioned verbs can have different prefixes 
or meanings, but their Past Tense Formation retains 
the same peculiarities. 


JVotice! 


THE FUTURE TENSE OF THE VERBS 

Depending on the Aspect of a verb, there are 2 ways to form 
the Future Tense: 

O The Compound Future for the Imperfectives and 
© The Simple Future for the Perfectives 

O THE COMPOUND FUTURE FOR THE IMPERFECTIVES 


+ 


Mbi 6yAeM CMOTpeTb 
Bbi 6y/ieTe CMOTpeTb 
OHM 6yAyT CMOTpeTb 

So, the Imperfective verbs have the following Tense forms: 


The Imperfective 
Infinitive 


consists of two verbs: 


ifu 


The Future Tense 
of the verb 
«6biTb» - to be 


So, n 6y^y CMOTpeTb 
Tbi SyAeiub CMOTpe 
oh by^eT CMOTpeTt 




| PAST TENSE 

| 1 PRESENT TENSE j 

1 1 

| FUTURE TENSE j 




a CMOTpe/i a CMOTpto a 6yfly CMOTpeTb 

Pai 
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© THE SIMPLE FUTURE FOR THE PERFECTIVES consists of one verb. 

♦ In most of the cases the Perfectives borrow the patterns of their Future 
Tense formation from the Imperfective Present Tense Forms: 

The Present Tense Form of the Imperfective: 

FI CMOTpiO. 

The Future Tense Form of the Perfective: 

FI nocMOTpio. 

'Jiitnmauj 

So, the Perfective verbs have the following Tense forms: 


| PAST TENSE M 


FUTURE TENSE 


nocMOTpesi 


nOCMOTptO 




The Future Perfectives follow all the patterns a= %^(jj] 
of the Present Imperfectives of the same root. 

Jxotvce! 


♦ Here are some difficult forms of the Future Perfectives: 


AaTb - to give 

fi AaM Mbi asahm 

- 1 will give 

Tbl AaLUb Bbl ASAMTe 

oh AacT ohm AaAyT 

HanaTb - to start, to begin 

h HanHy Mbi HaHHeM 

- 1 will start 

Tbi HanHeiub Bbi HanHeTe 

OH HaWHeT OHM HaHHyT 

B3FiTb - to take 

FI B03bMy Mbi B03bMeM 

- 1 will take 

Tbl B03bMeiUb Bbl B03bMeTe 
OH B03bMeT OHM B03bMyT 

Pari 


npoAaTb - to sell 

fi npoAaM Mbi npoASAHM 

- 1 will sell 

Tbi npoAaiub Bbi npoASAHTe 

oh npoAacT ohm npoAaAyT 

noHATb - to understand 

fi noMMy Mbi noMMeM 

- 1 will understand 

Tbi noMMemb Bbi noMMeTe 

oh noMMeT ohm nokiMyT 

BCTaTb - to get up 

FI BCTaHy Mbi BCTaHeM 

- 1 will get up 

Tbi BCTaHeiiib Bbi BCTaHeTe 
OH BCTaHeT OHM BCTaHyT 
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cecTb - to sit, to take a sit 

HaMTki - to find 


a cflfly 

Mbl CHAeM 

fi HaPiAy 

Mbi HaMAeM 

- 1 will sit 


- 1 will find 


Tbl CFIAeiilb 

Bbi CHAeTe 

Tbi HakiAewb 

Bbi HaMAeTe 

OH CflAeT 

OHM CflAyT 

OH H3MA6T 

OHM HaMAyT 

nepeBecTM - to translate 

npnexaTb - to 

arrive 

a nepeBeay 

Mbi nepeBe^eM 

fi npneAy 

Mbi npMeAeM 

- 1 will translate 


- 1 will arrive 


Tbi nepeBeAeiub Bbi nepeBeaeTe 

Tbi npMeAeiub 

Bbi npMeAeTe 

oh nepeBeaeT 

ohm nepeBeAyT 

oh npneAeT 

ohm npMeAyT 

npkiATM - to come 

CKa3aTb - to say, to tell 

R npMAy 

Mbi npMAeM 

a CKaxy 

Mbi CKaxeM 

- 1 will come 


- 1 will tell 


Tbi npMAeiub 

Bbi npMAeTe 

Tbi CKaxewb 

Bbi CKaweTe 

oh npMAeT 

ohm npMAyT 

OH CKa>KeT 

OHM CKaxyT 


noKa3aTb - to show 



h noKaxy 
- 1 will show 

Mbi noKaxeM 



Tbi noKaxewb 

Bbi noKaxeTe 



oh noKaxeT 

ohm noKaxyT 



THE IMPERATIVE OF THE VERBS 

When asking people to do things Russians make such requests with a form 
of the verb called the Imperative + the word «no>Ka/iyMCTa» (please). 


FORMATION OF THE IMPERATIVE 
♦ Both Aspects may have the Imperatives. 

There are 3 possible endings for the Imperative: 


-kue 

-kiTe 

-bTe 


} lf you are speaking 

to someone you call «Bbi» 

If you are speaking to someone called Tbi, drop the -Te. 
The basis for the Infinitive is the Present Tense Stem. 


OTKpOMTe! «Bbi» form, 

OTKpoki! «Tbi» form. 


Part 7 
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The most common ending is -M(Te). 
Use it if a stem ends in a consonant. 



Infinitive 


Present Stem 

Imperative 

CKa3aTb 

to say, to tell 

CKa3- 3/>K 

CKa>KM(Te) 

KynMTb 

to buy 

Kyn- 

Kynki(Te) 

npOCTMTb 

to forgive 

npocT- 

npocTn(ie) 

HanucaTb 

to write down 

Hanmu- c/lu 

Hanmiin(Te) 

npMXOAMTb 

to come 

npkixoA- 

npnxoAn(Te) 

math 

to go 

m- 

MAM(Te) 

noAO>KAaTb 

to wait 

nOAO>KA- 

noAO>KAn(Te) 

TOBOpHTb 

to talk, to speak 

roBop- 

roBopn(Te) 

n03B0HMTb 

to call 

n03B0H- 

n03B0Hn(Te) 

npuHecTM 

to bring 

npuHec- 

npnHecM(Te) 

BXOAMTb 

to enter 

bxoa- 

BXOAM(Te) 

nOMOHb 

to help 

noMor- n/r 

noMorki(Te) 


♦ [ vowel stem + -n(Te) | 


Infinitive 

Imperative 



HmaTb 

Infinitive 

► HMTaM(Te) 

Present Stem 

Imperative 

OTKpbITb 

to open 

OTKpo- bi/o 

OTKpon(Te) 

AaTb 

to give 

Aa- 

AaM(Te) 

nepe^aTb 

to pass 

nepeAa- 

nepeAan(Te) 

y3HaTb 

to find out 

y3Ha- 

y3HaM(Te) 

♦ The rarest 

ending is -b(Te), 



it is used also after the consonant stems: 

special cme! 

3a6biTb - to forget -> 

3a6yAb(Te) 

OTBeTMTb - 

to answer 

OTBeTb(Te) 


6biTb - to be 

6yAb(Te) 



♦ If the verb is reflexive it retains the reflexive ending Cfl/Cb: a= ^j(jj] 
CaAMTbCH BepHyTbCH 

CaAmecb! / CaAMCb! Have a seat! 

BepHMTecb! / BepHMCb! Come back! 


Part 
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MAIN TYPES OF PARTICIPLES 


£ 

.s 


( Short Participles ) 

\Z SI 


O Short Passive Participles 
from Perfectives 

(only transitive verbs) 
Mara3HH yxe 3aKpbiT. 

The shop has been already 
closed. 


Short Active Participles 

Used only in the official or bookish style! 

There are always ways to avoid them, 

you have only to recognize them. J\ofae! 

V. si/ 


Short Active Participles 
from Imperfectives 

= While/when doing smth 
3aKpbiBaa ABepb, oh ypoHMn 
k/iiohm. from 3aKpbiBalTb 
While/when closing the door, 
he dropped the keys. 

ending in -a, -H, 
(-acb, -HCb if Reflexive) 


Short Active Participles 
from Perfectives 

= Having done smth 
ripkiexaB aomom, oh cpa3y x<e ner 
cnaTb. from npnexaTb 
Having come back home he went to bed 
at once. 

ending in -b, 

(-BLUkiCb, if Reflexive) 


Long Participles 

Long Passive Participles 
1^ ^1 


© from Imperfectives 
-eMbIM, -MMbIM 

niobMMbiki <|)M/ibM - favourite film 


© from Perfectives 
-HHbiki, -eHHbiPi, -Tbiki 
He3aK0HHeHHbiki poMaH 

- unfinished novel 

pa36nTbiki CTaKaH - broken glass 


Long Active Participles 


1^ 

from Imperfectives 
-IOIMMM,-yiUMM,-aiMMM,-FILUMM 
onasAbiBaioiiLMM naccaxnp, 
from ona3AbiBaTb - the 
passenger who might miss the 
train 

Part 


from Perfectives 

-BLUMM 

ono3AaBiiinPi nacca>Knp, 
from ono3AaTb - the passenger 
who has missed the train 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE SHORT PASSIVE 
PERFECTIVE PARTICIPLES 

♦ The Short Passive Perfective Participles are used to describe states 
which are the results of some actions. 


♦ They end in -aH, -eH, -rh and -T 


*01 


♦These participles agree with the subject in gender and number: 

CAenaTb - to do, to have smth done 

M. CAenaH F. CAenaHa N. CAenaHO 
PI. CAenaHbi 

M. PeMOHT CAe/iaH. - The renovation has been done. 

F. PaboTa CAe/iaHa. - The work has been done. 

N. Bee CAenaHO. - Everything has been done. 

PI. Bee Ae/ia CAenaHbi. - All the things have been done. 


♦The agent of the action may be rendered by the Instrumental, for example: 

Instr. 

3tm KapTMHbi 6bi/iM HanncaHbi PeHyapoM. 

These works were painted by Renoir. 


♦ Some participles take T - 

3aHRT from 3aHRTb - to occupy 
OTKpbiT from OTKpbiTb - to open 
3aKpbiT from 3aKpbiTb - to close 
oagt from OAeTb - to dress 
BbiMbiT from BbiMbiTb- to wash etc. 


The short Passive Perfective Participles are used only as a 
complement to the verb «6biTb - to be»(in Compound Predicates),^ 7- ^ 
for example: 


JVcfae: 


Past tense Bnepa Mara3MH 6bm 3aKpbiT. 

The shop was closed yesterday. 

Present tense CerOAHH Mara3MH 3aKpblT. 

The shop is closed today. 

Future tense 3aBTpa Mara3MH 6yAeT 3aKpblT. 

The shop will be closed tomorrow. 
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LONG PARTICIPLES AS ADJECTIVES AND NOUNS 

Many long participles are also used as adjectives or nouns. 

♦ Most common long participles used as adjectives: 
cneflytoLUMM - next 

byflyLflm/i - next also 

HacTonmuM - present, real cnoiviaHbii/i 33 mok - broken lock 

noflxoflflLUMM - suitable wapeHoe ivmco - roasted meat 

Bbiflarou^MMcn - outstanding MapuHOBam-ibie orypflbi - pickled 
nrobuMbiM - favourite cucumbers 

yBawaeMbiM - respected, KonneHaa Konbaca - smoked sausage 

honourable MonoTbii/i KO<t>e - ground coffee 

HeobxoflMMbiM - indispensable, TepTbiM cbip - grated cheese 

necessary B3bnTbie oihbkm - whipped cream 

He3aBMCMMbiM - independant Hape3aHaa Konbaca - sliced sausage 

etc. 

♦ Long participles used as nouns (participial nouns): 

HacToamee - the present 

byfly mee - the future 
npomnoe - the past 
cyMacmeflUJMM - a madman 
paHeHbiM - a wounded person 
obBMhmeMbiM - the accused 
3aKnK)HeHHbiM - a convict 
npoxo>KMM - a passer-by 
cny>KaLflMM - a civil servant 
yHaLflHMca - pupils, students 
npucyTCTByioLflue - people present at... 


All long participles are declined as ordinary adjectives 


Part 




t 

A 


JVotwe! 
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USAGE (MEANING) OF THE ASPECTS 

O Imperfective verbs describe: 

♦ action in progress 'SkS 
Oh nnca /1 poMaH ue/ibiM roA- 
He was writing his novel for the whole year. 


.£ 

*01 


repeated action 

Oh nnca /1 Ka>KflbiM fleHb. He wrote every day. 

statement of fact jgr® 

-Hto oh Aena/i b npow/iOM roAy? What did he do last year? 
-flMcan poMaH. He wrote a novel. 


♦ succesion of events 


B cy66oTy oh HMTa/i, ry/in/i, nrpa/i b TeHHMC m nnoan poMaH. 
On Saturday he read, took a walk, played tennis and wrote his 
novel. 


© Perfective verbs describe the completion of a single action. 
Usually, a result is implied, for example: 

Oh Hankican poMaH. ^ He has written a novel. 


SOME FACTORS WHICH DETERMINE THE CHOICE OF AN ASPECT 

♦ If you are asked a question with an Imperfective verb you have to use 
an Imperfecive verb in your reply, for example: 

Imp. 

- Hto Tbi Aena/i Bnepa? What did you do yesterday? 

Imp. 

- FI paSoTan. I worked. 

Follow the rule: 


♦ The Imperfective aspect is used with the time expressions denoting 

frequency or occurence: 

nacTO - often 1 pa3 b HeAe/iio - once a week 

MHonaa - sometimes MHoro pa3 - many times 

Bcer^a - always KaxAbiPi AeHb - every day 

HMKOrAa - never other expressions with Ka>KAbiki 

peAKO - seldom no yipaM - in the mornings 

HecKonbKQ pa3 - several times no noHeAe/ibHMKaM - on Mondays etc. 
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A PRACTICAL TABLE OF MOST COMMON VERBS 

Below you will find a practical table of basic forms of most common verbs 
of both Aspects: 

The verb 6blTb - to be 

Past Present Future 

r , oh, Tbi 6bin ecTb - is used r 6yAy 

a, oHa, Tbi 6bina only in the Tbi 6y,aewb 

3to 6bino Possessive oh, OHa 6yAeT 

Mbi, Bbi, ohh 6bmn Constructions Mbi 6yAeM 

Bbi SyAeie 
ohm 6yAyT 


MOHb/cMOHb - can, to be able to, to manage 
Past 

fi, oh, Tbi Mor/cMor 
fi, OHa, Tbi Morna/CMorna 
oho Morno/cMomo 

Mbi, Bbi, OHM MOr/lM/CMOr/lM 


xoTeTb - to want, to wish 

Past Present 

r , oh, Tbi xoTen fi xony 

fi, OHa, Tbi xoTena 
3 to xoTeno 

Mbi, Bbi, OHM XOTeJIM 


Present 
fi Mory 
Tbi MO>KeilJb 
OH, OHa MO>KeT 
Mbi MO>KeM 
Bbi Moxeie 
ohm MoryT 


Tbi xoneiub 
oh, OHa xoneT 

Mbi XOTMM 
Bbi XOTMTe 
OHM XOTflT 


Future 
fi CMory 
Tbi CMOxeiub 
OH, OHa CMO>KeT 
Mbi CMO>KeM 
Bbi CMO>KeTe 
ohm CMoryT 


AaBaTb/flaTb - to give 

Past Present 

fi, oh, Tbi Aan n Aaio 

fi, OHa, Tbi a ana Tbi Aaewb 
3 to Aano oh, OHa AaeT 

Mbi, Bbi, ohm Aann Mbi AaeM 

Bbi Aaeie 

OHM AaioT 

ecTb/cbecTb - to eat 

Past Present 

FI, OH, Tbi e/1 FI eM 

fi, OHa, Tbi ena Tbi euib 

Mbi, Bbi, OHM e/lM OH, OHa eCT 


Future 
fi AaM 
Tbi Aaiiib 
oh, OHa AaCT 

Mbi AaAHM 

Bbi AaAme 

ohm AaAyT 

Future 

fi 6yAy ecTb etc. 


FI, OH, Tbi Cben 

fi, OHa, Tbi Cbena 

Mbi, Bbi, OHM Cbe/IM 

Part 


FI CbeM Mbi CbeAMM 

Tbi cbeiiib Bbi cbeAme 

OH, OHa CbeCT OHM CbeART 
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Past, Masc. 

R, OH, Tbl 

B 3 H /1 




£ 


R, OH, Tbl 

BMAe/i, 

yBMAe/i 


H, OH, Tbl 


BepHy/icn 


- 


R, OH, Tbl 

BCTa /1 

R, OH, Tbl 

roBopu/i, 

CKa 3 a/i 


Inf. & Present, 3-p., Sing. 

6 paTb/B 3 HTb - to take 
oh, oHa 6epeT 

BMAeTb/yBMAeTb - to see 

OH, OHa BliAHT 

B03BpamaTbcn/BepHyTbcn - to return 
oh, OHa B03BpamaeTcn 

BCTaBaTb/BCTaTb - to get up 

oh, OHa BCTaeT 

roBopwTb/cKasaTb- to talk, speak, say 

OH, OHa TOBOpiiT 


Future, 3-p., Sing. 

OH, OHa B03bMeT 

OH, OHa yBHAMT 

oh, OHa BepHeTcn 

OH, OHa BCTaHeT 

oh, OHa cKa^KeT 


H, OH, Tbl 

Ae/ia/i, 

CAe/ia/i 


Ae/iaTb/cAe/iaTb - to do 
oh, OHa Ae/iaeT 


r, oh, Tbi >KAaTb/noAO>KAaTb - to wait 

?KAa/1 OH, OHa >KA6T 


R, OH, Tbl 2KMTb - to live 

>KMJ1 OH, OHa >KMBeT 


R, OH, Tbl 

3 BOHM/ 1 , 

n 03 B 0 HM /1 


3 BOHMTb/no 3 BOHMTb - to call, to phone 
OH, OHa 3 BOHMT 


oh, OHa cAe/iaeT, 
6 yAeT Ae/iaTb 

0H,0Ha6yAeT 

>KA3Tb, llOAO>KA6T 

OH, OHa 6yAeT TKMTb 


OH, OHa n 03 B 0 HMT 


H, OH, Tbl K/iaCTb/nO/IO^KMTb - to put 
no/ioaoi/i oh, OHa K/iaAeT 


OH, OHa no/ioacMT 


H, OH, Tbl 

/ier 


/lOTKiiTbCH/zienb - to go to bed, to lie down 

OH, OHa /lOaCMTCfl 


OH, OHa /lHXCeT 


R, OH, Tbl 

ne>KHTb - to lie 

nencan 

OH, OHa /ie>KMT 

R, OH, Tbl 

/liodiiTb - to love, like 

/HO6M/I 

oh, OHa 

R, OH, Tbl 

HaxoAMTb/HaMTM - to find 

Haiue/i 

OH, OHa HaXOAMT 

R, OH, Tbl 

OTKpbIBaTb/OTKpbITb - to Open 

OTKpbl /1 

OH, OHa OTKp bl BaeT 

R, OH, Tbl 

HanMca/i, 

nnca/1 

nncaTb/HaniicaTb - to write 
oh, OHa rwiueT 


Part 7 


OH, OHa 

6yAeT /le^KaTb 

OH, OHa 

6yAeT /110611Tb 
oh, OHa HaMAeT 


OH, OHa OTKpoeT 


oh, OHa HanMiueT 




page 120 


srbs 


Eugenia Vekras© 1 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


Past, Masc. 

FI, OH, Tbl 

ne/i, cne/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

noKa3a/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

Kynu/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

no/iyHM/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

noMor, 
noiviora/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

noHn/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

noc/ia/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

npocM/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

ce/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

CMAe/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

c/iyuia/i 

3T0 

C/iyHM/lOCb N. 

FI, OH, Tbl 

c/ibiiua/i, 
yc/ibiuia/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

CMOTpe/1, 
nocMOTpe/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

cnpocM/i 

FI, OH, Tbl 

HMTa/1, 
npoHMTa/i 

Part 


Inf. & Present and 3-p., Sing. 

Future, 3-p., Sing. 

neTb/cneTb - to sing 

oh, OHa 6yAeT neTb 

oh, OHa noeT 

oh, OHa cnoeT 

noKasbiaaTb/noKasaTb- to show 
oh, OHa noKa3biBaeT 

oh, OHa noKaaceT 

noKynaTb/KyrwTb- to buy 
oh, OHa noKynaeT 

oh, OHa KynMT 

no/iyHaTb/no/iyHMTb - to get, receive 
oh, OHa no/iynaeT 

oh, OHa no/iyniiT 

noMoraTb/noMOHb- to help 
oh, OHa noMoraeT 

oh, OHa noMO>KeT 

noHMMaTb/noHflTb - to understand 
oh, OHa noHMMaeT 

nocbi/iaTb/noc/iaTb - to send 
oh, OHa nocbmaeT 

oh, OHa noiiMeT 

oh, OHa nowsieT 

npocMTb/nonpocMTb - to ask to do smth 

OH, OHa npocMT 

oh, OHa nonpocMT 

caaMTbcn/cecTb - to sit down, to take a sit 

oh, OHa caAMTcn 

oh, OHa cnAeT 

CMAOTb - tO Sit 

OH, OHa 

OH, OHa CMAMT 

6yAeT cMAeTb 

c/iyuiaTb - to listen 

OH, OHa 

oh, OHa c/iyuiaeT 

6yAeT c/iyiuaTb 

c/iyHaTbcn/c/iyHMTbcn - to happen 

3to c/iynaeTcn 

3T0 C/iyHMTCfl 

c/ibiuiaTb/yc/ibimaTb - to hear 

OH, OHa C/lbllUMT 

OH, OHa yC/lblUIMT 

CMOTpeTb/nocMOTpeTb - to watch, 
to see, look at 

OH, OHa CMOTpMT 

OH, OHa 

6yAeT cMOTpeTb, 
IIOCMOTPMT 

cnpauiMBaTb/cnpociiTb - to ask 
oh, OHa cnpaiuMBaeT 

OH, OHa CnpOCMT 

h MT aTb/npo h MT aTb - to read 
oh, OHa HMTaeT 

OH, OHa 

6yAeT h MTaTb 
oh, OHa npoHMTaeT 
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Part 8 

Verbs and Constructions 

This part deals with: 

• The Reflexive Verbs (-Cfl verbs) 

• Modal Verbs and Constructions 

• Possessive Constructions 

• Russian Word Order 

THE REFLEXIVE VERBS (-Cfl verbs) 

• The suffix -Cfl (Cb) was originally the Accusative of the Reflexive 
pronoun ce6fl - self. In many verbs the reflexive meaning of the 
suffix has been lost, but there are also verbs in which this meaning 
has been preserved: the so called «true reflexives». 

• The conjugation of a reflexive -Cfl verb does not differ from its 
non-reflexive pair verb. 

• The ending -Cfl is attached to verb forms ending in a consonant 
or -m: 

consonant or -M + -Cfl 


E.g. Mara3MH 3aKpbmlcfl. 

Mara3MH 3aKpbiBaeTlcfl. 

He BOjmyMlcfl! 

♦ -Cfl is also attached to all active participles. 

♦ -Cb is attached to forms ending in a vowel, for example: 
OHa eme He BepHynalcb. 

vowel + -Cb 


art 8 
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♦ There are also 2 Aspect forms: 

Imp. Perf. 

OAeBaTbCR / OAeTbCH 

MAIN USE OF THE REFLEXIVES 

♦ The «true» Reflexives 

A group of «true» Reflexives is limited to «grooming»verbs: 


Imperfective 

Perfective 


KpaCMTbCfl 

HaKpaCMTbCR 

- to make up one's face 

KpaCMTbCfl 

noKpackiTbCfl 

- to dye one's hair 

npMHecbiBaTbCR 

npHHecaTbca 

- to do one's hair 

nepeoAeBaTbca 

nepeo,aeTbCR 

- to change one's clothes 

OAeBaTbca 

OAeTbCR 

- to dress oneself 

pa3AeBaTbCR 

pa3AeTbCR 

- to undress oneself 

oSyBaTbca 

oSyTbCR 

- to put on one's shoes 

MbITbCfl 

nOMbITbCR 

- to wash oneself 

napMTbcn 

nonapMTbCR 

- to go to sauna 

yMbiBaTbca 

yMbITbCR 

- to wash one's hands and face 

KynaTbca 

MCKynaTbCR 

- to bathe oneself 

SpMTbCR 

no6pnTbCFi 

- to shave oneself 

0Ka3blBaTbCfl B 

0Ka3aTbCR B 

- to find him/herself in/at 

TOTOBMTbCfl 

npurOTOBHTbCR 

- to get oneself ready 
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♦ The Reflexives can be used in the sentences with inanimate objects 
and the action is presented as if preformed by itself: 

Asepb OTKpbinacb. The door opened. 

CneKTaK/ib Hanm-iaeTCfl b 19 00 . The performance starts at 19 00 . 

B,apyr KOMnbfOTep otk/hohm/icr. Suddenly the computer switched off. 
Bo CKO/ibKO OTKpbiBaeTcn Mara3MH? When does the shop open? 

Y MeHfl cnoManacb Mawm-ia. My car broke. 


Imperfective 

Perfective 


3aKpbiBaTbcn 

3aKpblTbCfl 

- to close 

BK/llOHaTbCFl 

BK/llOHHTbCfl 

- to switch on 

pa3nnBaTbcn 

pa3nnTbcn 

- to spill 

npoAO/ixaTbcn 

npoAon>KMTbCH 

- to continue 

yMeHbwaTbcn 

yMeHbiiinTbcn 

- to decrease, to lessen 

yBe/iMHMBaTbCfl 

yBe/lMHMTbCfl 

- to increase, to grow 

ynyHLuaTbCfl 

y/iyHLUMTbCFI 

- to improve 

yxyAwaTbCFi 

yxyALUMTbCH 

- to deteriorate 

OCTaHaB/lMBaTbCfl 

OCTaHOBMTbCfl 

- to stop 

TepHTbCfl 

noTepFiTbca 

- to get lost 


and some others 


♦ The Reflexives with the passive meaning 
Reflexive suffix adds the passive meaning to many transitive verbs: 

non - Reflexives Reflexives 


nucaTb 

<=> 

KaK sto nniueTCFi? 

- How is this word spelt? 

HkiTaTb 

>=> 

KaK HMTaeTCFi sto c/iobo? 

- How is this word pronounced? 

CTnpaTb 

>=> 

KaK CTupaeTcn stot CBkiTep? 

- How to wash this sweater? 

nepeBOAHTb 

>=> 

KaK nepeBOAUTcn sto c/iobo? 

- How is this word translated? 

BK/llOHaTb 

<=> 

KaK BK/iKDHaeTCH 3Ta n/inTa? 

- How to switch on this stove? 

HaXOAHTb 

>=> 

r Ae HaXOAMTCR 3T0T 6aHK? 

- Where is this bank situated? 

There is usually a third-person subject in these sentences. 


Part 8 
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♦The Reflexives are used to denote a purposeful action: 
CTapaTbCfl/nocTapaTbCH - to try 
nbiTaTbca/nonbiTaTbCfl - to attempt 
Ao6nBaTbCH/Ao6nTbCFi + gen. - to achieve 


♦The Reflexives are used to describe human states or feelings: 
Imperfective 
6oFiTbCfl + gen. - to fear 
McnyraTbca + gen. - to get frightened 
Ka3aTbca - to seem 
HaaeFiTbCfl Ha + acc. - to hope for 
Imperfective / Perfective 

HpaBMTbCFi/nOHpaBMTbCH + dat. - to like (used only impersonally) 
y/ibi6aTbCH/ynbi6HyTbCFi + dat. - to smile 
CMeflTbca/nocMeflTbCFi Ha,a + instr. - to laugh at 
ropflHTbca + instr. - to be proud of 
yAMB/iflTbCfl/yAMBMTbCH + dat. - to be surprised 
6ecnoKOMTbCH/3a6ecnoKOMTbCFi - to worry 
B0/iH0BaTbCfl/3aB0/iH0BaTbCfl - to get excited 
pa,aoBaTbCH/o6paAOBaTbCfl + dat. - to rejoice 
paccTpaMBaTbCFi/paccTpoMTbCfl + M3-3a + gen. - to get upset 
cepAMTbCFi/paccepflMTbCfl Ha + acc. - to get angry with 
npocbinaTbcn/npocHyTbCfl - to wake up 
BbicbinaTbcn/BbicnaTbca - to have a good sleep 
HanMBaTbCfl/HankiTbCfl - to get drunk 
+ yjfecMd(me: Mon cobaKa He KycaeTCH. 

My dog does not bite. ju^j 


♦The Reflexives are also used to denote human activities or actions: 
Imperfective 

3aHMMaTbCFi + instr. - to go in for, to study 

yHMTbca - to study 

Imperfective / Perfective 

KaTaTbCFi/noKaTaTbCH - to ride 

B03BpamaTbCFi/BepHyTbCfl - to come back 

yB/ieKaTbCFi/yB/ienbCFi - to get involved into 

omkibaTbCFi/oiuHbHTbCH - to make a mistake 
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♦ The Reflexives are used to denote a joint action: 

Mbi no3H0KOMM/incb b MocKBe. We met in Moscow. 
Mbl C HMM n03HaK0MM/lMCb B MocKBe. 

FI n03HaK0MM/lCFI C HMM b MocKBe. 

The counterpart is expressed by c + Instrumental - c hmm 
Other verbs with a similar meaning: 


Imperfective 

Perfective 


AoroBapMBaTbCFi 

AOrOBOpMTbCfl 

- to settle, to agree 

BMAeTbCH 

yBM,aeTbCfl 

- to see each other 

coOMpaTbCfl 

co6paTbCfl 

- to gather 

XeHMTbCH 

nO>KeHMTbCH 

- to marry, to get married 

3A0p0BaTbCFI 

n03fl0p0BaTbCFI 

- to say hello 

npomaTbCfl 

npOCTMTbCfl 

- to say good-bye 

06'beAMHFITbCFI 

06T>e,aMHMTbCFI 

- to unite 

pa3B0AMTbCH 

pa3BeCTMCb 

- to divorce 

CCOpMTbCH 

nOCCOpMTbCfl 

- to quarrel 

MMpMTbCFI 

nOMMpMTbCfl 

- to settle peace 

uenoBaTbCfl 

nouenoBaTbcn 

- to kiss 

OSHMMaTbCfl 

ObHflTbCfl 

- to embrace each other 


MODAL VERBS AND CONSTRUCTIONS 

The sentences with the modal verbs or constructions can be: 


£ ^ 

O Personal sentences or 0 Impersonal sentences 

• with MOHb/CMOHb • with HaflO or Hy>KHO 

• with AO/l>KeH • with M0>KH0/He/lb3FI 

• with B03M0>KH0/HeB03M0>KH0 
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O PERSONAL SENTENCES 

• Personal sentences with MOHb/CMOHb + Infinitive, 

MOMb/cMOHb - can, be able to 

Infinitive Present Past, Masc. 

Perfective: MOHb ■=> a MOry / a MOr 

Future Past 

Imperfective: CMOHb ■=> acMOry/acMOr 

E.g. FI He Mory npMexaTb. I cannot come. 

FI He CMor npMexaTb. I could not come./l failed to come. 


• Personal sentences with AOnweH + infinitive 

They express obligation, necessity or supposition, for example: 
FI AO/ixeH matm. 

I have to go = I must go = I have to go. 

OHa AO/i>KHa ceMHac npMexaTb. 

She should be here soon. 

♦ Aon>KeH changes according to gender and number, 
like the Past Tense forms of the verbs: 


Masc. 

a, oh, Tbi AonxeH 

Fern. 

a, OHa, Tbi AO/ixoia 

PI. & Pol. 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM AO/l>KHbl 
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0 IMPERSONAL SENTENCES 

• Impersonal sentences with HaAO or Hy>KHO + infinitive. 
They express necessity or obligation, for example: 


MHe Haflo math. 

MHe Hy>KHO math. 

I have got to go. 

I must go. 

I have to go. 

H3A0 is more conversational. 


HaAO = Hy>KHO 


• Impersonal sentences with M 0 >KH 0 /He/ib 3 fl + infinitive. 

4 Sentences with moxcho denote permission: 

Mo>kho nocMOTpeTb? 

May I see? May I have a look? 


♦ Sentences with mo>kho also denote possibility: 
KaK mo>kho TyAa AoexaTb? 

How can I get there? 


♦ Sentences with He/ib3H denote prohibition: 
CiOAa Henb3fl! You may not come here! 


or impossibility: 

TyAa He/ib3fl AoexaTb Ha MeTpo. 
You cannot get there by the subway. 


M0>KH0©He/lb3fl 


• Impersonal sentences with M0>KH0/HeB03M0>KH0 + Infinitive 
denote possibility or impossibility: 


FI AyMaiO, 3T0 B03M0XH0 CAe/iaTb. 

I think, it is possible to do this. 


FI AyMaiO, 3T0 HeB03M0>KH0 CAe/iaTb. 

1 think, it is impossible to do this. 
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• The Tense forms of modal constructions 

Modal constructions are based on the verb 6blTb - be forms: 


4 

& 

Present 

Future 

Past 

© 

Hy>KHO, HaAO 

Hy>KHO, H3A0 

Hy>KHO, HaflO 

* 

MO>KHO, He/lb3R 

MO>KHO, He/lb3fl 

MO>KHO, He/lb3FI 

s 

B03M0>KH0 

B03M0>KH0 

B03M0XH0 

£ 

HeB03M0>KH0 

HeB03M0>KH0 

HeB03M0>KH0 



+ 6yAeT 

+ 6bino 

- 

Present 

Future 

Past 


M. flO/i>KeH + inf. 

M.AonxeH Sy/ieT + inf. 

M. AonweH 6bm + inf. 


F. AOn>KHa + inf. 

F. Aon>KHa 6yAeT + inf. 

F. Aon>KHa 6bma + inf. 


N. ao/i>kho + inf. 

N. ao/i>kho 6yAeT + inf. 

N. AOn>KHO 6bmo + inf. 


PI. AOn>KHbi + inf. 

PI. AO/i>KHbi 6yAyT + inf. 

PI. AOn>KHbi 6bmn + inf. 


POSSESSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS 

(I have / 1 do not have) 

• The Possessive construction is the Russian equivalent to the verb have, 
for example: 

I have a dog. = Y MeHfl ecTb codaKa. 


y MeHfi 

+ ecTb + 

cobaxa 

Genitive 


Nominative 


person object 

who possesses which is possessed 

Thus, literally There is a dog by me. 

♦ So, the Genitive denotes a person or a thing which possesses an 
object. 

♦ The object functions as a subject of a sentence and is denoted by 
the Nominative. 

W 

♦ ecTb = there is, is 

= 

♦ The Possessive construction can be used without «eCTb» when the 


object is specified: 


* 

A 

Y MeHfl 60 /ibmaH cobaKa. 



1 have a big dog. 
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The Negative of the Possessive Construction 


Positive 


Y MeHfl ecTb coSaKa. 
I have a dog. © 



Negative 



In the Negative Possessive construction the negated object 

Gen. 

is expressed by the Genitive: HeT coSaKM. 


The Tense forms of possessive constructions 


Present 

Past 

Future 

eCTb M. 

6bin 

6yAeT S. 

F. 

6bina 


N 

6bmo 


PI. 

6bmn 

dyflyT Pi. 

used depending 

used depending 

on the gender and 

on the number 

number of the 

of the possessed 

possessed objects 

objects 


♦ NEGATIVE 

Present 

Past 

Future 


HeT 

He 6bino 

He 6yjxei 


These verb forms are used only in one form, irrespective of gender 
or number of possessed objects: 



y MeHFI + HeT + coSaKM. 



A 

JVctice! 


He 6bmo L A He 6y,aeT 
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RUSSIAN WORD ORDER 
The direct word order 

♦ The order Subject + Verb + Object is encountered in the vast 
majority of sentences which contain these three elements, 
for example: 


( * ) + 

( Kynn/1 ] 

+ ( MaiuMHy ) 

1 

Subject 

bought 
+ Verb 

a car 
+ Object 


♦ A Pronoun object may precede the Verb: 


FI Bac He cnbiiuy. 

I can not hear you. 


FI HHnero He 3 Haio. 

I do not know^nything. 


The reverse word order 

Impersonal sentences normally have the reverse word order: 


MHe 


HpaBMTCfl 


Indirect object Verb 


3Ta MawMHa 

Subject 


The position of characterizing words in a sentence 


♦ The long form of the adjectives, all adjectival pronouns and 

ordinal numerals precede the noun or the pronoun they qualify: 
FI Kynn/1 HOByio MauiMHy. I bought a new car. 


♦ The long adjective follows the noun/pronoun when used 

as a complement to the verb: 

Oh oneHb CTapbiki. He is very old. 


Russian equivalent to «There is / There are» sentences 
In such sentences the place modifiers always come first: 

B MOCKBe MHOrO HOBbIX rOCTMHMU. 

There are many new hotels in Moscow. 
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The position of adverbs and adverbial phrases 

Some adverbs usually precede the verb: 

Oh eme He npnexa/i. 

He has not come yet. 

Some other adverbs of this kind: 

Bcenaa, yxe, o6bNHO, nHor,aa, MHoro 


Time expressions like paHO yTpoM, n03,aH0 BenepoM, neTOM, 
3mmom, b 1948 rOAy, b AeBHTHa,auaTOM BeKe etc. normally 
occupy the final position, for example: 

Oh npnexa/1 paHO yTpoM. 

He came early in the morning. 

FI e3Akin Ty^a 3 mmom. 

I went there in the winter. 

Oh poAM/ica b 1948 ro^y. 

He was born in 1948. 

Oh >km/i b 19 BeKe. 

He lived in the 19-th century. 


The order of the elements in a sentence is often determined by 
the necessity to place the new or important information towards 
the end of a sentence, for example: 


MBaH Mawy He /ik)6mt. 
Ivan does not love Masha. 


JVotica! 
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Part 9 Verbs of Motion 


GENERAL REMARKS 

♦ The group of motion verbs in Russian is quite big. It presents a 
certain difficulty for a foreign learner. The group of motion verbs 
embraces such types as «going», «carrying», «flying», «leading», 
«running» and many other types of verbs. 

♦ Many of these verbs can be used in a special meaning, not denoting 
the motion as such. 


♦ This chapter deals with a big group of non-prefixed and prefixed 
«going» verbs and with the most common prefixed verbs of 
«carrying» and «flying». 

♦ Non-Prefixed «going» verbs 

♦ In contrast to the prefixed verbs of «going» which mainly follow the 
standard grammatical verb characteristics, non-prefixed «going» 
verbs cannot be easily «pigeon-holed». 

♦ The category of the Aspect cannot be successfuly and logically applied 
to non-prefixed verbs of «going». 


♦ In connection with «going» and «carrying» verbs, we have to mention 
such a phenomenon as «pairing» of the verbs: each element of the 
pair differs in submeaning but has the same grammatical usage. 
Further you will find the basic forms of the pairs of non-prefixed 
«going» verbs and the description of their submeaning differences. 



page 133 


of Motion 


Eugenia Nekrasov 


4 Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


BASIC FORMS OF NON-PREFIXED PAIR-VERBS OF «GOING» 
♦ First Pair 

Present & Future Tense 



♦ Second Pair 
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PAIR-DIFFERENCE IN MEANING 

1 MflTM/nOMTM, XOAMTb 

These verbs are used in two cases: 

♦ When a person goes on foot (some walking distances), 
for example: 

FI may cnaTb. 

- 1 am going to bed. 

FI m A y ry/iflTb. 

- 1 am going for a walk. 

♦ When a person visits some «places of interest» within 
the city limits, like theater, cinema, stadium, restaurant, 
exhibition, concert, friends, school, university, work, doctor 
etc., for example: 

CeroAHH h may b TeaTp. 

- 1 am going to the theater tonight. 

Bnepa n He xoam/i b ujKO/iy. 

- I did not go to school yesterday. 



PAIR - DIFFERENCE IN MEANING 


2 exaTb/noexaTb, e3AMTb («e» verbs) 

These verbs are used when a person travels with a help of car, 
train, subway, bus, tram, bicycle, horse etc. 

This group is always used when a person travels beyond the 
city limits, for example: 

FI eAy Ha Aany. 

I am going to my summer cottage. 

FI e3AM/i b McnaHHK). 

I have been to Spain. 
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THE GRAMMATICAL USAGE OF NON-PREFIXED «GOING» VERBS 


To be used properly non-prefixed «going»verbs have to be divided 
as follows: 


71 


o 


Verbs of 

single motion 


Unidirectional verbs 




O 


Multidirectional verbs 


^1 


© 

0 


Verbs of habitual 
/repeated motion 


Verbs of 

motion in progress 


0 


Verbs of general ability or capacity 


© 


Verbs with special (figurative) meaning 


UNIDIRECTIONAL VERBS 
O Verbs of single motion 
Present and Future Tense 

♦ The verbs of the first pair describe a single (one-time) motion in a 


definite direction (visits), either actually taking place at a given time or 


planned to be accomplished, for example: 


© 

Mbi ceroflHfl BenepoM MAeM b TeaTp. 



We are going to the theater tonight. 


© 

Hepe3 HeAe/iK) a ej\y/noejxy b TIohaoh. 


* 

1 am going to London in a week. 
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♦ Here are the Present and the Future Tense forms of unidirectional 
verbs of a single motion. 


s my 

Mbl MAeM 

Tbi MAeiiib 

Bbi MAeTe 

oh me t 

OHM MAyT 


a eAy 

Mbi eAeM 

Tbi eAeiub 

Bbi eAeie 

oh eAeT 

ohm eAyT 


a noMAy 

Mbi noMAeM 

Tbi noMAeiub 

Bbi noMAeie 

oh noMAeT 

ohm noMAyT 


a noeAy 

Mbi noeAeM 

Tbi noeAeiub 

Bbi noeAeTe 

oh noeAeT 

ohm noeAyT 


These verbs usually combine with the following time-expressions: 


cekinac - now 
ceroAHH - today 
3aBTpa - tomorrow 
CKopo - soon 


nepe 3 Heae/iK), iviecnu, roA 
- in a week, month, year 
Ha c/ieayiomeM HeAe/ie, b cneAyiomeM 
Mecaue, roAy - next week, month, year 
b HHBape - in January etc. 


Verbs of habitual/repeated motion 
Present and Future Tense Second Pair 



The verbs of the second pair are used to describe motion 
in a definite direction when it is repeated or habitual: 

E.g. FI Ka>K,ayio cy66oTy xox<y b OacceMH. 

I go to the pool every Saturday. 

FI nacTO e3>xy b TIohaoh. I often visit London. 

The following time-expressions accompany the verbs: 


nacTO - often 

BcerAa - always 

odbiHHO - usually 

MHorAa - sometimes 

pa3 b HeAe/ifo - once a week 

nepe3 AeHb - every other day 

no cy66oTaM - on Saturdays, etc, 


KaxAbiki AeHb - every day 
Ka>KAyio HeAenio - every week 
KaxAbiki Mecflu, - every month 
Ka>KAbiki toa - every year etc. 
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♦ Here are the Present and the Future Tense forms of unidirectional verbs 
of the repeated/habitual motion: 


Present Tense 

fl XO>Ky Mbl XOAMM 
Tbl XOAMLUb Bbl XOAMTe 
OH XOAHT OHM XOAFIT 


Future Tense 

fi 6yAy xoAMTb 
Tbi 6y_aeiub xoAMTb 
oh 6yaeT xoAMTb 


Mbi 6yAeM xoflMTb 
Bbi 6yAeTe xoAMTb 

ohm 6y,ayT xoAMTb 


Present Tense 

FI e3>Ky Mbl e3AMM 
Tbl e3AMLUb Bbl e3AMTe 
OH e3AMT OHM e3AHT 


Future Tense 

a 6y^y e3,aMTb Mbi Sy^eM e3AHTb 
Tbi SyAeiub e3AMTb Bbi 6yAeTe e3AMTb 

oh Sy^eT e3AMTb ohm 6yAyT e3AHTb 


O and O 

The Past Tense forms of verbs of both single and habitual/repeated 

motion (within the unidirectional verbs) 

♦ It so happened that both groups of verbs (single motion and 

habitual/repeated motion) have one and the same Past Tense forms: 


Present & Future 

Single motion in a definite direction 

FI 3aBTpa MAy/noMAy 
FI 3aBTpa eAy/noeAy 

sp £ 


Present & Future 
Repeated or habitual motion 
in a definite direction 

FI xo>xy/6yAy xoAMTb KaxAbiM AeHb 
FI e3>xy/6yAy e3AHTb Ka>KAbiM AeHb 


Past Tense 

Bnepa/Ka>KAbiM AeHb fi xoamji 
Bnepa/Ka>KAbiM AeHb a e 3 Ann 
M. FI, OH, Tbl XOAM/l, e 3 AM/l 
F. fi, OHa, Tbi xoAMna, e 3 AM/ia 
Pl.&Pol. Mbl, Bbl, OHM XOAM/1M, 03AM/1M 
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© The Present and the Past Tense Forms of Verbs denoting 
Motion in Progress (within the unidirectional verbs) 


♦ The following verbs and time-expressions are used for that: 

Present Tense cePinac - now 

a MAy/Fi e^y , Aonro - for a long time 
Past Tense MeA/ieHHO - slowly 

a Luen/fl exa/i 6biCTpo - fast, quickly 

For example: 

Konaa a wen/a exan aomom, a BCTpeTM/i HaTaiuy. 

When I was going/driving home I met Natasha. 

♦ Here are the Tense forms: 

Present Tense 

a MAy / eAy Mbi MAeM/eAeM 

Tbi MAeiub/eAeiub Bbi MAeTe/eAeTe 

oh MAeT/eAeT ohm MAyT/eAyT 

Past Tense 

a, oh, Tbi Luen/exan 

a, OHa, Tbi Luna/exana 

Bee Lu/io, exano 

Mbl, Bbl, OHM LU/lM/exa/lM 


O Multidirectional «going» verbs 


The verbs xOflMTb and esflMTb are used to denote visiting 
different places, for example: 

Mbi uenbiki AeHb xoah/im no Mara3MHaM. 

We were shopping (going round the shops) the whole day. 
Mbi HecKO/ibKO aacoB e3An/iM no ropoAy. 

We were driving about the city for several hours. 


Present Tense 
a xo»<y/e3>Ky ue/ibiki AeHb 
Future Tense 
a 6yAy xoAMTb/e3AMTb ue/ibiM AeHb 
Past Tense 

a xoAnn/e3AM/i ue/ibiM AeHb 
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0 «Going» verbs denoting ability or capacity to perform an action 

(or used when talking of likes and dislikes) 

Only the verbs XOAklTb and e3flMTb are used in these meanings, 
for example: 

Mon flOHb Hanana xoAmb, Konaa en 6bino 10 MecaueB. 

My daughter started to walk when she was 10 months old. 
Haiawa He yMeeT e 3 AMTb Ha Benocnnefle. 

Natasha cannot ride a bicycle. 

FI He niob/iio e 3 Amb Ha MeTpo. I don't like going by subway. 
FI niobnio xoAMTb newKOM. I like walking. 

Here are some other common verbs of motion used in these meanings: 
FI He / 1106 /iK) OeraTb. - 1 dislike jogging. 

FI He yMeio nnaBaTb. - 1 cannot swim. 

FI He yMeio BOflUTb MaiunHy. - 1 cannot drive a car. 

FI niob/iio KaTaTbca Ha nbi>Kax. - 1 like skiing. 

© Non-prefixed «going»verbs with special (figurative) meaning 
Here we use the following forms: 

Present - MfleT, MAyT 
Past - men, tuna, mno, uj/im 
F uture - nokifleT, nokiflyT 
or by^eT math, byAyT math 

Some examples: 

MAeT (J)nnbM. - The film is on. 

MAeT ypoK. - The lesson is on. 

MAeT CHer. - It is snowing. 

3ia iuanKa BaM MAeT. - This cap suits you. 

BpeMH MAeT bbidpo. -Time goes fast. 
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SOME COMMON PREFIXED VERBS OF MOTION 


* 

♦ 

£ 


Various prefixes can be added to the verbs of motion to specify the action: 
to or away from a place, happening or a person; into or out of a place, 
happening or a person etc. 


♦ In contrast to non-prefixed verbs of motion the prefixed ones form the 
standard aspect pairs (through internal modification), for example: 
Imperfective - npne3>KaTb 
Perfective - npkiexaTb 


♦ Prefixed verbs of «going» and «carrying» form submeaning pairs 

(as their root non-prefixed verbs do), with reference to the mode of action: 


Group 1 

Someone either goes on foot or visits some place of interest or a 
working place without reference to transport used to perform an action. 
Imperfective Perfective 

npMXOAMTb npMMTM 

npMHOCMTb npMHeCTM 

yXOAMTb yMTM 

OTHOCMTb OTHeCTM 



Group 2 


Some means of transport are used to perform an action. 


Imperfective 

npne3>KaTb 

npMB03MTb 

ye3>KaTb 

0TB03MTb 


Perfective 

npnexaib 

npnBe3TM 

yexaTb 

0TBe3TM 



See: 

Group 1 Oh npniiie/1 Ha paScrry m npMHec HOBbiM cnoBapb. 
Group 2 Oh npnexa/1 M3 flOHAOHa m npnBe3 HOBbiM cnoBapb. 
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THE TENSE FORMS AND THE GENERAL MEANING OF THE ASPECT 
PAIRS OF MOST COMMON PREFIXED VERBS OF MOTION 

First table 

• Imp. npkixoAMTb Perf. npMMTM 

4/ ^ si/ 

Present Past Future Past Future 

npnxo>Ky npnxoAM/1 6y,ay npnxoAMTb npmue/i npn,ay 

Meaning: coming, arriving at a place, visiting someone either on foot 
or the motion is unspecified 


• imp. npue3>KaTb Perf. npkiexaTb 



sU 


sP 


Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 

Future 


npne3>Kaio npne3>Kan 6y^y npne3>KaTb npnexa/i npne,ay 

Meaning: coming, arriving at a place, visiting someone by transport 
(also by planes) 


• imp. npkmeTaTb Perf. npkmeTeTb 


v. 


^1 

sP 


Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 

Future 


npi/meTaio npn/ieian 6yay npn/ieTaTb npnneTe/i ripi/meny 

Meaning: coming by air, arriving at a place 

• Imp. npMHOCkiTb Perf. npMHeCTM 

£ si/ ^1 ^ ^ 

Present Past Future Past Future 

npm-iOLuy npMHOCM/i 6yAy npm-iocMTb npuHec npMHecy 

Meaning: coming on foot (or the motion is unspecified) and bringing 
(delivering) something or someone to somewhere or somebody. 


• Imp. npMB03MTb Perf. npMBe3TM 


1^ 


^1 

si/ 


Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 

Future 


npnBO>Ky npnB03nn 6y,ay npnB03MTb npnBe3 npnBe3y 

Meaning: coming by transport and bringing (delivering) something 
or someone to somewhere or somebody 
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Second table 


• Imp. yxoflMTb 


Perf. yMTM 


u. 



4/ 


Present 

Past 

Future 

Past 

Future 

yxo>Ky 

Meaning: 

yxoflM/i 

6yj\y yxoflMTb 

yiue/i 

ymy 


leaving a place or a person, going either on foot or the motion is unspecified 




• imp. ye3>KaTb 

Present Past 

ye3>Kaio ye3>Kan 


Future 

6y^y ye3>KaTb 


Perf. yexaTb 

sP ^1 

Past Future 

yexan ye^y 


Meaning: leaving a place or a person by transport 


• imp. y/ieTaTb 

£ 4/ ^1 

Perf. y/ieTeTb 
4/ ^ 


Present 

Past Future 

Past 

Future 

yneiaio 

y/ieia/i 6y,ay yneTaTb 

y/ieTe/i 

yneny 

Meaning: 

leaving a place or a person by air 



• Imp. OTHOCMTb 

1^ sP 

Perf. OTHeCTM 

+ NJ 


Present 

Past Future 

Past 

Future 

OTHOLUy 

OTHOCM/l 6yAy OTHOCMTb 

OTHeC 

OTHecy 

Meaning: 

taking a thing or a person, going either on foot or the motion is not specified 

• Imp. 0TB03MTb 

1^ sP 

Perf. 0TBe3TM 


Present 

Past Future 

Past 

Future 

OTBO>Ky 

0TB03M/1 6yfly 0TB03MTb 

0TB63 

0TBe3y 


Meaning: taking a thing or a person to some place by transport 
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Here you can find a table of the PREPOSITIONS AND CASES 
ACCOMPANYING some common PREFIXED VERBS OF MOTION 


o 


coming, arriving at 

npMXOAMTb / npMMTM 
npne3>KaTb /npuexaTb 
npn/ieTaTb /npuneTeTb 


si/ ^1 


M3 - from a place 
c - from a place 
or happening 
ot - from a person 


+ Gen. 


b - to a place 


Ha - to a place 

f + Acc. 

or happening - 

) 

k - to a person 

+ Dat. 


delivering, carrying to 

npnHoenTb / npuHecTu 
npnB03MTb /npnBe3TM 


si/ ^1 


M3 - from a place 


b- to a place K Acc. 

c - from a place + Qen 


Ha - to a place or happening j 

or happening 


to a person - with or 

ot - from a person 


without preposition k + Dat. 
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going away, leaving, 
departing 

yxoAMTb / ykiTM 
ye3>KaTb /yexaTb 
yneiaTb /yneieTb 

si/ ^1 


M3 - from a place 
c - from a place + q n 
or happening 
ot - from a person 


b - to a place 

Ha - to a place r + Acc. 

or happening-^ 
k - to a person + Dat. 


O 


delivering, taking to 

OTHOCMTb / OTHeCTM 
0TB03MTb / 0TBe3TM 


+ Acc. 


b - to a place 1 

Ha - to a place or happeningj 

to a person 

with or without preposition k + Dat. 


0 


setting off for destination 

nOMTM 

noexaTb 

no/ieieTb 

^1 

b- to a place 2+ Acc 

Ha - to a place or happening j 
k - to a person + Dat. 
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Part 10 Adverbs 

THIS PART DEALS WITH 

• Adverbs, including predicative adverbs («o»- forms and modal words). 

• The degrees of comparison of some adverbs, 

also the degrees of comparison of some adjectives. 

• The short form of some adjectives. 

ADVERBS 

• Adverbs can originate from different parts of speech, for example: 
BenepoM - in the evening, comes from a noun Benep (evening); 
BflBoeM - in a group of two, 

comes from a collective numeral ABOe (a group of two) . 


♦ If an adverb is not registered in a dictionary you can try to form it on 
your own from an adjective: 


Adjective 




Adverb 


♦ Most adverbs derived from adjectives have the ending -o: 

XOpOLUMM ■=> XOpOLUO 
n03AHMM ■=> n03AH0 


♦ From adjectives denoting nationality the adverbs are usually 
derived by means of the ending -m in a combination with the prefix no-: 

pyccKnn ■=> no-pyccKn 

FI He noHMMaio no-pyccKM. FI He roBopio no-pyccKM. 

♦ Some adverbs can be used in a sentence as a compliment to some 
verbs (predicative adverbs): 

♦ o - forms 

Bnepa 6bino xo/ioaho. It was cold yesterday. 

TpyAHO CKa3aTb. It is hard to say. 

♦ Modal words mo>kho, h3ao, Hy>KHO, He/ib3n: 

MHe H3A0 exaTb. I have got to go. 

Mo>kho nocMOTpeTb? May I have a look? 


-bIM 

-mm -> -o 

-OM 
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Common Adverbs of Measure and Grade 




oneHb - CeroAHFi oneHb xapKO. It's very hot today. 
mhoi~o - Oh MHoro paSoTaeT. He works a lot. 

Ma/io - Oh Mano cnm. He sleeps little. 

HyTb-nyTb - Oh HyTb-nyTb ono3Aan. (coll.) He was a bit late. 
c/imiukom - Han c/ihlukom ropHHMM. The tea is too hot. 
noHTM - y>Ke noHTM TeMHO. It is almost dark. 

AOBO/ibHO - CeroAHfl AOBO/ibHO xo/ioaho. It's rather cold today. 
BABoe - BflBoe .aopoxe - double expensive 
ropa3AO - ropa3,ao .aopoxe - much more expensive 
ABa>KAbi -Oh npnxoAM /1 ,aBa>KAbi. He came twice. 
coBceM - Oh coBceM HMnero He 3HaeT. 

He does not know anything at all. 

Mnco coBceM crope/io. 

The meat has burnt completely, 
also HacTMHHO - partially, no/iHOCTbfo - fully. 


Adverbs of Time 

Here you can find a list of most common Adverbs of Time: 
Konaa? - when? 

3mmom - in (the) winter 
BecHOM - in (the) spring 
neTOM - in (the) summer 
oceHbK) - in (the) autumn 


BHepa - yesterday 
ceroAHfl - today 
3aBTpa - tomorrow 
no3aBHepa - the day before yesterday 
noc/ie3aBTpa - the day after tomorrow 

yTpoM - in the morning 
AHeM - in the afternoon 
BenepoM - in the evening 
HOHbio - at night 
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AaBHO - long time ago, for a long time 


paHbiije - before, earlier 
He^aBHO - not long ago, recently 
ceunac - now, nowadays 

Tenepb - now 
Tor^a - then 
paHO - early 

cpa3y - at once, immediately 
HaKOHeu - finally, at last 
3apaHee - beforehand 
nacTO - often 
Bcer/ia - always 
o6biHHO - usually 
AO/iro - (for a) long time 
Haaojiro - for a long time, for long 
HaBcerAa - forever 
e?iceAHeBHo - daily 
e>KeMecaHHO - monthly 


noTOM - afterwards 

no3AHO - late 

HeivieA/ieHHO - immediately 


peAKO - seldom 
MHorAa - sometimes 
HMKor Aa - never 


Ha3aA - ago 

e>KeHeAe/ibHo - weekly 
e>KeroAHO - annually 


Adverbs of Place and Direction 

Some adverbs of place and direction present a certain difficulty for a foreign 
learner. Below you can find a table containing these adverbs. 


adverbs of place 


adverbs of direction 


ffle? Where? 


Kyaa? OTKyaa? Where from? 

Where (to)? C KaxoM CTopoHbi? From what side? 


Tyr, 3 flecb 

Oh msei Tyr. 
He lives here. 


cioAa 

Marne cioaa! 
Come here! 


OTCIOAa 

Oh yexan OTCioaa nac Ha3aa. 
He left (from here) an hour ago. 


TaM 

Oh Tenepb msei TaM. 
He lives there now. 


Tyaa ouyaa 

FI noeay Tyaa 3aBTpa. fl BepHycb OTTyaa nepe3 Heaenio. 

I will go there tomorrow. I will come back (from there) in a week. 


* 


BnepeAM npniwo, BnepeA 

FI BnepeaM Hkinero He BMwy. MaMTe npnMO... 
do not see anything in front of me. Go straight on... 


cnepeAM 

TpaMBan HywHO o 6 xoanTb cnepeaM. 

You have to bypass trams from the front. 
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adverbs of place 

adverbs of direction 

C33AM 

Oh ctoh /1 C3a_an, ki h ero 

He 3aMeTnn. 

He stood in the back and 1 
did not notice them. 

Ha3aA, obpaTHo 

Mbi noe,aeM cpa3y Ha3aA- 
We will go back at once. 
bkineT TyAa m obpaTHO 
- return ticket 

cnpaBa 

Mara3HH HaxoAHTcn 
cnpaBa. 

The shop is on the right. 

HanpaBO / enpaeo 

Cekinac Hy>KHO noBepHyTb 
HanpaBO. You have to turn 
to the right now. 
riOABMHbTeCb HyTb 

BnpaBO. Will you, please, 
move a bit to the right. 

c/ieBa 

Mara3HH HaxoAHTcn 
cneBa. 

The shop is on the left. 

Ha/ieBO / B/ieBO 

Cekinac Hy>KHO noBepHyTb 
HaneBO. You have to turn 
to the left now. 
rioABkiHbTecb nyTb B/ieBO. 
Will you, please, move a 
bit to the left. 

HaBepxy / CBepxy 

Oh >K,aeT HaBepxy. 

He is waiting upstairs. 

TaM CBepxy ecTb KHonKa. 
There is a knob at the top. 

HaBepx / BBepx 

Oh noAHH/icn HaBepx. 

He went upstairs. 

PyKki BBepx! 

Hands up! 

BHM3y / CHM3y 

Oh >ka§t BHM3y. 

He is waiting downstairs. 
TaM CHM3y ecTb KHonKa. 
There is a knob at the 
bottom. 

BHM3 

Oh cnycTkincn bhm3. 

He went downstairs. 

BHyTpM 

OaKC He pabOTaeT.: 

BHyTpH 3acTpn/ia byMara. 
The fax machine does not 
work: the paper got stuck 
inside. 

BHyTpb 

CHana/ia BCTaBbTe BHyTpb 
KapTOHKy... 

First insert the card... 

CHapy^KM 

Oh >KAan CHapy>KM. 

He was waiting outside. 

Hapyacy 

Aeepb OTKpbiBaeTcn 
Hapy>xy. 

The door opens outside. 

AOMa 

Oh cekinac flOMa. 

He is at home now. 

AOMOM 

FI e^y AOMOki. 

1 am going home. 
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C33AM 

ABTo6yc Hy>KHO 
OSxOAMTb C3aAM. 

You have to bypass 
buses from the back. 

cnpaBa 

Apabbi nmuyT 
cnpaBa Ha/ieBO. 
Arabs write from 
right to left. 


c/ieBa 

Mbi nniueM c/ieBa 
HanpaBO. 

We write from left to 
right. 


CBepxy 

flyniue CBep/inTb 
CBepxy. 

You'd better drill 
from the top. 

CHM3y 

flyniue CBep/inTb 
CHH3y. 

You'd better drill 
from the bottom. 


M3HyTpM 

Kto-to 3anep ABepb 

M3HyTpn. 

Someone locked the 
door from inside. 


CHapyacM 

Kto-to 3anep ABepb 
CHapy>KM. Someone 
locked the door fronr 
outside. 

but 

M3 AOMa 

- from home 
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♦ It is not always easy to «pigeonhole» even common adverbs. 
Below you can find some of them. 


yxe - 

Oh ywe npnexa/i. 

He has already come. 

yxe He - 

Oh yxe He cnm. 

He does not sleep anymore. 

eme - 

Oh eme cnm. 

He is still sleeping. 

eme He - 

Oh eme He npnexa/i. 

He has not come yet. 

Bee eme - 

Oh Bee eme cnm. 

He is still sleeping. 

noKa - 

Oh noKa cnm. 

He is still sleeping. 

noKa He - 

Oh noKa He npnexa/i. 

He has not come yet. 


Indefinite Adverbs 

r,ae-TO, rAe-HM6yAb - somewhere, anywhere 
Ky^a-TO, KyAa-Hn6yAb - somewhere (to), anywhere (to) - direction 
KorAa-TO, KorAa-Hn6yAb - some time, any time, ever 
3aneM-T0, 3aHeM-Hn6yAb - for some/any reason 
noneMy-TO, noneiviy-HnSyAb - for some/any reason 

Negative Adverbs 

HerAe - no place, no room, nowhere 

HeKyAa - no place, no room, nowhere - direction 

He3aneM - no reason, useless 
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THE DEGREES OF COMPARISON OF SOME ADVERBS. 

Only the adverbs of manner can have the degrees of comparison. 

The Comparative Degree 

♦ The Comparative Degree of the adverbs is formed with the help 
of suffixes ee/eft/e, for example: 

Comparative 

6biCTpo ■=> 6biCTpee - faster, quicker 


♦ Since many of these comparatives are very irregular in their formation, 
it is better to learn them as new vocabulary items: 


XOpOLUO 

■=> 

Comparative 

nyHLue - better 

nnoxo 

■=> 

xyxe - worse 

Ma/io 

■=> 

MeHbme - less, fewer 

MHOrO 

■=> 

60/ibiue - more 


Also: 

Aopowe - more expensive, 

TpyAHee - more difficult, 
xonoAHee - colder, 
wapne - hotter, 

yAOdHee - more convenient, comfortable, 
paHbme - earlier, 
rpoMne - louder, 

Marne - softer, 

BKycHee - more delicious, 
cno>KHee - more complicated, 

Aanbiue - further, 

Bbiuje - higher, taller, 
tunpe - wider, 


AeiueBne - cheaper 
fierne - easier, 

Ten/iee - warmer, 


no3>Ke - later, 
TMiue - more quiet, 


npoiue - easier, 
6nn>Ke - closer, 
HM>Ke - lower, 
yxe - narrower etc. 


♦ In colloquial style the comparatives can be prefixed with no- : 
flpuxoAMTe nopaHbme! Will you, please, come a bit earlier. 
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♦ The comparatives can be emphasized by the following words: 


HaMHOro 1 
ropa3AOj 


much (much more) 


♦ 


For example: 

HaMHoro SbiCTpee - much quicker 
HaMHoro jiynwe - much better 
HaMHoro paHbLue - much earlier 

A person or an object compared to can be expressed in two ways: 
by the Genitive, which is more common: 

Gen. 

Kona SeraeT 6biCTpee HaTamu., 
or by HeM + Nominative combination: 

Kona SeraeT SbicTpee, neivi Haiaiua. 


THE SUPERLATIVE DEGREE OF THE ADVERBS 
The Superlative Degree is formed as follows: 

♦ SbiCTpee Bcex - faster than anyone - 

when compared to a group of people or objects. 

♦ /lyniue Bcero - best of all - 

when compared to something abstract. 


Summary of the degrees of comparison: 


Positive 

SbiCTpo 

Comparative 

SbiCTpee 

HaMHoro SbiCTpee 
ropa3flO bbiCTpee 

Superlative 
bbicTpee Bcex 
ObiCTpee Bcero 

XOpOLUO 

nyHiue 

/lynuie Bcex 


HaMHoro /lyniue 

ziyniue Bcero 


ropa3flO /lyniue 
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THE DEGREES OF COMPARISON OF SOME ADJECTIVES 

♦ Only the qualitative adjectives can have the degrees of comparison. 

♦ There are two Comparative Degree forms: Simple and Complex. 

Their choice depends on the position (function) of the adjective in a sentence. 

♦ The Simple Adjective Comparative and the Adverb Comparative coincide: 


Adverb Comparative Adjective 

6biCTpo ■=> 6biCTpee SbiCTpbiM 

xopoiuo ■=> nynLue <=■ xopowkiki 


THE COMPARATIVE DEGREE OF THE ADJECTIVES 

♦ SIMPLE FORM 

link verb 6biTb + adjective/adverb ending in ee/e/ek i 
E.g. 

MaiuMHa HkiKonan Aopoxe, neM MawuHa A>KOHa. 
Nikolay's car is more expensive than John's car. 

♦ COMPLEX FORM 

6onee + adjective + noun 
E.g. 

HkiKO/iaM Kynn /1 6onee Aoporyio MaiiiMHy, neM MBaH. 
Nikolay bought a more expensive car than Ivan. 


♦ 6onee - does not change. 

The Comparative forms can be emphasized by the following words: 


HaMHOro } 
ropa3,ao J 
E.g. 


much more 


MaiiiHHa HuKO/ian HaMHoro ,aopo>Ke, neM MaiuMHa MBaHa. 
Nikolay's car is much more expensive than Ivan's car. 
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THE SUPERLATIVE DEGREE OF THE ADJECTIVES 
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Most common is the complex form with caMbiki (declines as an adjective): 
HkiKonaki Kynn/i caMyio Aoporyio MauikiHy. 

Nikolay bought the most expensive car. 

Sometimes the complex form is used with HauSonee, for example: 

Oh Kynn /1 Han6onee floporyio MauikiHy. 

He bought the most expensive car. 

Some adjectives can form the Superlative Degree with the suffixes eMLu/aMiu: 
E.g. HOBekimaFi MOAe/ib - the latest model 


^jiecUd'^&aAe 

Four most common adjectives have the following forms: 


Positive 

Comparative 

Superlative 

XOpOLUMM 

nyHLue 

nynwMM/caMbiM xopoujHu 

n/ioxoM 

xyxe 

xyAWMki/caMbiM nnoxoM 

6onbwoM 

60/ibiue 

caMbiki bonbiuoM 

Ma/ieHbKMM 

MeHbme 

caMbiki Ma/ieHbKkiki 




THE SHORT FORM OF THE ADJECTIVES 


Some Russian Adjectives can be used in two functions: 

£ 


O as characterizing words 
adjective + noun 


© as a compliment to the link verb 
6biTb + adjective 


♦ As a compliment to the verb 6biTb (function ©) 

some common adjectives can be used in a shortened form, for example: 

CBoboflHlbiM - free, vacant ■=> Oh cboSoagh. He is free. 

♦ The short adjectives can have the following forms: 
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♦To avoid difficulties with this tricky subject check the list 
of most common short adjectives: 




pa_a/paAa/pa,abi - glad 

FI oneHb pa,a. - 1 am very glad. 
cornaceH/cornacHa/comacHbi - to agree 
Bbi cornacHbi? Do you agree? 
yBepeH/yBepeHa/yBepeHbi - sure 

Bbi b 3tom yBepeHbi? Are you sure in that? 
BMHOBaT/BMHOBaTa/BMHOBaTO/BnHOBaTbl - guilty 
B 3tom hmkto He BMHOBaT. No one is guilty. 
AOBO/ieH/AOBO/ibHa/AOBO/ibHbi - satisfied, pleased 
Bbi AOBOhbHbi? Are you satisfied? 
noxo>K/nox6>Ka/nox6>Ke/nox6>KM - similar, alike 
Bbi oneHb noxo>KM. You look very much alike. 
CBo66fleH/cBo6oAHa/cBo66flHo/cBo66AHbi - free, vacant 
Bbi CBoSoflHbi ceroAHFi BenepoM? Are you free tonight? 
fl6n>KeH/AO/i>KHa/AO/i>KH6/Aon>KHbi - must, have to 

Bbi AO/i>KHbi cAenaTb sto ceroAHH. You have to do it today. 
Hy>xeH/Hy>KHa/Hy>KHo/Hy>KHbi - necessary, need 

BaM Hy>KHO exaTb. You have to go. It is necessary to go. 
npaB/npaBa/npaBo/npaBbi - right 
Oh He npaB. - He is not right. 
3Aop6B/3AopoBa/3Aop6Bo/3flopoBbi - healthy, recovered 
OHa yxe 3AopoBa. She has already recovered. 
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66neH/6onbHa/6onbHo/6onbHbi - sick, ill 
Haiawa 6o/ibHa. Natasha is sick. 

o6fl3aH/o6Fi3aHa/o6fl3aHo/o6Fi3aHbi - obliged, must 
Bbi o6fl3aHbi exaTb. You must go. 


♦ The short adjectives are used in some forms of politeness: 


EbyAbTe AoSpbi, ... 
EbyAbTe nio6e3Hbi, ... 
ByAbTe odopo>KHbi! 
ByAbTe 3AopoBbi! 


Would you (be so kind) 

Be careful! 

Be healthy! 


♦ The short adjectives are used also as «Size»- adjectives: 

Man, Ma/ia, Ma/io, Ma/ibi - too small 
Be/inK, BennKa, Be/inKO, Be/iMKn - too big 
E.g. 

3tot koctiom Man. 

This suit is too small. 

3T0T KOCTIOM Be/IMK. 
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O THE SIMPLE NEGATIVE WITH He 
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You can negate any meaningful word in Russian with the help of the particle He. 
The particle He always preceeds the negated word: 


Oh He npMexa/i. 

He did not come. 

FI He eay b TIohaoh. 

I am not going to London. 

FI e^y He b /Iohaoh, a b napn>K. 

I am not going to London, but I am going to Paris. 

3to He moh MawHHa. 

It's not my car. 

3to He HOBan MaiuMHa. 

It's not a new car. 

CeroAHH He xo/ioaho. 

It's not cold today. 


Here is the summary table of the use of the Simple Negative in Russian: 


h He Aenaio 
Tbi He flenaeiub 
etc. 

h He aenan/a 
Tbi He Aenan/a 
etc. 


h He 6yAy Ae/iaTb 
Tbi He 6yAewb AenaTb 
etc. 



h He xony Ae/iaTb 

Tbi He xonenib ae/iaTb 
etc. 

h He Mory ae/iaTb 

Tbi He Moxeiub AenaTb 
etc. 

fi He AO/ixeH AenaTb 

Tbi He Aon>KHa Ae/iaTb 
etc. 
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0 THE COMPOUND NEGATIVE 

• A lot of Russian negative sentences can have the following pattern: 
«He» verbs + «hm» words 


This pattern is called the Compound Negative, for example: 


Russian: «hm» word «He» verb 
FI Hkinero He 3Haio. 

English: «not» verb «any» word 

I do not know anything. 

or Russian: «hm» word 
Hmkto 

English: «no» word 

Nobody 


«He» verb 

He npnLue/1. 

verb 

came. 


• «hm» words can be : 

£ ^1 


♦Negative pronouns 
and their case forms 
based on KTO/HTO: 
N. hmkto/hmhto 
G. hm y Koro/HHnero 
D. HMKOMy/HMHeMy 
A. HMKOro/HMHerO 
I. HMKeM/HMHeM 
HM C KeM/ HM C HeM 
P. HM 0 KOM/HM 0 HeM 
HM B KOM/HM B HeM 


♦ Negative adverbs: ♦ Negative adjectival 

pronouns: 


HMKorfla - never 
HMnae - nowhere 
HMKyaa - nowhere (direction) 
HMCKO/ibKO - not at all 
HMKaK - in no way 
hm pa3y - not once 
HMOTKyaa - from nowhere 


HMK3K0M 

HMKaKaa 

HMKaKoe 

HMKaKMe 

and their case forms. 


♦ Prepositions are inserted between HM and the pronoun, 
for example: 

HMKeM -> HM C KeM 
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• The use of the Negative pronouns 

♦ hmkto and its case forms - no one, nobody, anybody 

Nom. Hmkto He npMwen. 

Nobody came. 

Gen. Oh hm y Koro He cnpocM/i. 

He did not ask anybody. 

Dat. Oh HMKOMy HMnero He CKa3a/i. 

He did not tell anything to anybody. 

Acc. H HMKoro TyT He 3Haio. 

I don't know anybody here. 

Instr. H HM C KeM He rOBOpM/l 06 3T0M. 

I didn't speak to anybody about that. 

Prep. Oh hm b HeM He BMHOBaT. 

He is not guilty in anything. 


♦ hmhto and its case forms - nothing, anything 

Nom. Ero hmhto He MHTepecyeT. 

Nothing interests him. 

Gen. Y MeHfl HMnero HeT. 

I don not have anything. 

Dat. FI HMneMy He Bepfo. 

I don not believe anything. 

Acc. FI HMnero He 3Hafo. 

I don not know anything. 

Instr. Oh Hnneivi He MHTepecyeTcn. 

He is not interested in anything. 
Prep. Oh hm b HeM He yBepeH. 

He is not sure in anything. 
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• The use of the Negative adverbs 


Oh HMKonaa He 6bm b Ahi-hhm. 

He has never been to England. 

OHa Hnr,ae He paboTaeT. 

She does not work anywhere. 

Oh HMKyAa He e3Ann. 

He did not go anywhere. 

H HMCKonbKO He ycTana. 

1 am not tired at all. 

Oh HMOTKyma He nonynaeT nncei\/i. 

He does not get letters from anywhere. 


• Some other negative adverbs include: 


♦ eme He + verb - not yet 

OHa eme He npnw/ia. She has not come yet. 

♦ eme HeT - not yet 

- Oh npmue/i? Has he arrived? 

- Eme HeT. Not yet. 

Eme HeT is used when the verb is omitted. 


y>Ke He + verb 
6o/ibme He + verb 


i 


no longer, not any more 


Oh 3Aecb yxe He >KMBeT. 

Oh 3 mecb 60 /ibLue He >KMBeT. 

He does not live here any more. 


♦ y>Ke HeT 

y>Ke HeT replaces y>Ke He when the verb is omitted: 

- Oh eme b MocKBe? 

Is he still in Moscow? 

- Yxe HeT. Oh yexa/i b JIohaoh. 

Not any more. He has left for London. 
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• The Negative constructions denoting non-existence or non-availiablity 

These constructions are always impersonal. 


Ero HeT AOMa. 

He is not at home. Pre ? ent 


Ero He 6yAeT AOMa. Fut ^ 
He will not be at home. 



Past Ero He 6bmo AOMa. 
He was not at home. 


Present Y MeHH HeT BpeMeHM. 

^^^^^1 have no time. 

Future Past 

y MeHH He OyaeT BpeMeHM. y MeH H He 6bmo BpeMeHM. 

I will not have time. | did not have time. 


• The Negative sentences denoting unadvisable actions or prohibition. 

These sentences are used with the following words: 


♦ He Ha,ao - you should not, do not 

He H3A0 TyAa e3AHTb.You should not go there. 


♦ He Hy>KHO - you should not, it's not necessary 
He Hy>KHO aToro Ae/iaTb. 

You should not do it. 

It's not necessary to do it. 


♦ He AOTirceH - should not 

Bbi He Aon>KHbi ona3AbiBaTb.You should not come late. 


♦ He/ib3H - you can not, it's forbidden, you should not 
Te6e Henb3Fi TaK MHoro Kypmb. 

You should not smoke so much. 
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Part 12 Impersonal Constructions 
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By «impersonal constructions > the Russians understand the sentences 
without any subject or without a subject expressed by the Nominative. 
The impersonal constructions are used quite a lot in Modern Russian. 
The impersonal constructions reflect the old thinking of the Russian folk 
who considered themselves to be a part of a collective or an object affected 
by fate, pagan gods or an external force. With time the group of affecting 
factors also included «the authorities». 

The impersonal constructions present an important, vast and productive 
type of Russian grammatical constructions. They are used quite a lot in 
Russian literature, particularly poetry and songs. 

The impersonal constructions may deal both with people and with 
natural phenomena. 


O THE IMPERSONAL CONSTRUCTIONS INVOLVING PEOPLE 

In these constructions a person (people) may be presented by 
one of the three forms: 

1^ sU ^1 

• by the Dative • by the Accusative • by the Genitive 



• The Detailed Description of the Impersonal Constructions with the 
Dative of Person. 

♦ The Dative of Person is used in constructions denoting age: 

Mine 20 neT. I am 20 years old. Dative 
lit. To me 20 years were given. 
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♦ Constructions denoting the internal state of a person or feelings: 

Mine xo/ioaho. - I am feeling cold. 

Mine xapKO. - I am feeling hot. 

Mine n/ioxo. - 1 am feeling bad. 

Mine yxe /lyniue. - 1 am feeling better. 

Mine CTpaiuHO. - 1 am scared. 

Mine 6o/ibHO. - It hurts. 

Mine HpaBMTCH... - 1 like... 

Mine xoneTCFi nmb. - 1 feel thirsty. 
Mine He cnmcR. - 1 do not feel sleepy. 
MHe Kax<eTCFi... - It seems to me... 
MHe npncHM/iocb... - 1 had a dream... 


Constructions denoting objective necessity : 
Mne H y>KHO / _ lhavetoJneed 
MHe Ha,ao j 
MHe npmu/iocb - 1 had to 


♦ Constructions denoting permission (asking permission) or prohibition: 
MHe mo>kho B3HTb? - May I take it? 

EMy He/ib 3 n SeraTb. - He is not allowed to jog. 


♦ Constructions with the verbs denoting chance, luck or succes: 

MHe oneHb noBe3no. - 1 was very lucky. 

EMy Bceraa Be3eT. - He is always lucky. 

MHe yAanocb... - 1 succeeded... 

The verbs in the Present Tense are used in the third - person: a =^~^jj] 
EMy BcerAa Be3eT. - He is always lucky. f 

In the Past Tense the verbs are used in the Neuter: 

EMy noBe3no. - He was lucky. 


♦ Constructions with Hy>KHO/Ha<ao, mo>kho, He/ib3fl 

could be used in different tense forms: 


Present Tense 

MHe Hy>KHO 

1 need, 1 have to 

Future tense 

MHe Hy>KHO 6yAeT 

1 will have to 

Past Tense 

MHe Hy>KHO 6bino 

1 had to 
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♦ The impersonal constructions with the verbs taking the Dative 
(«they» constructions): 

Mine CKa3a/in, hto - 1 was told, they told me 
Mine nepeAa/iM - 1 got (the message) 

Mine noAapn/in - 1 got it as a present 

Mine KynmiM Be/iocnne,a - They bought me a bicycle 

Mine n03B0Hunn - 1 got a phone call 

Mine noKa3ann - They showed me or I was shown 

Mine CAe/ianki onepau.nK) - 1 have been operated etc. 


♦ In the Past Tense the verbs are used in the Plural: 
Mine n03B0Hnnn BenepoM. 

- They called me in the evening. 




♦ In the Present Tense the third-person Plural is used: 

Mine obbNHO 3 bohat yTpoM. 

- They normally call me in the morning. Accusative= 

Genitive 


• The Detailed Description of the Impersonal 
Constructions with the Accusative of a Person. 
The Passive Constructions. 


The Accusative of Person is used in the impersonal constructions with 
verbs taking the Accusative and in the sentences involving an external 
force or «the authority ». Quite often these sentences deal with accidents 
or unpleasant situations: 

Ero yBO/iM/iM. - He was dismissed/fired. 

Ero ybn/iM. - He was killed. 

Ero paHM/iM. - He was wounded. 

Ero apecTOBa/in - He was arrested. 

Ero OLUTpaQoBanM. - He was fined. 

Ero obMaHy/iM. - He was cheated. 

Ero nepeBe/iM. - He was transferred/moved. 

Ero no/io>KM/iM b 6o/ibHnuy. - He was taken to hospital. 

Part 12 


page 164 


Impersonal Constructioi 


kra§ov 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


Ero orpa6nnn. - He was robbed. 

Ero nepeBe/iM b apyryio nacTb. - 
He was transferred into another unit. 
Ero OTpaBM/iM. - He was poisoned, etc. 


♦ In the Past Tense the verbs are used in the Plural: 

Ero o6iviaHy/iM. - He was cheated. 

♦ In the Present and Future tense the verbs are used 

in the third-person Plural. 

Ero Bceraa o6iviaHbiBaK)T. - He is always cheated. 


JVofae! 


Here are some common Present Tense examples: 


Bac (npocHT) k Tene(|)OHy. - You are wanted on the phone. 

MeHH >K,ayT. - Someone is (some people are) waiting for me. 

KaK Bac 30 ByT? - What is your name? (lit.) How do they call you? 


♦ The Impersonal constructions with the Genitive of person 

The impersonal constructions with the Genitive of Person can be of 
three types: 

♦ The negative constructions denoting absense of a person or a thing: 

Ero HeT. He is not availiable. Genitive 

Ero He 6bmo. He was not availiable. gm 

Ero He 6yaeT. He will not be availiable. H 

Y Hero HeT aeHer. He does not have money. ^ 

Y Hero He 6bino aeHer. He did not have money, 
y Hero He 6yaeT .aeHer. He will not have money. 

♦ The impersonal constructions denoting accidents: 

y MeHfl yKpa/iM nacnopT. My passport has been stolen, 
y MeHR yma/iM ManiHHy. My car has been stolen. 

The verb is always in the Plural form. 

♦ The Impersonal constructions expressing general statements: 

y Hac He KypnT. No smoking here. 

The verb is always in the third-person Plural. 
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© THE IMPERSONAL CONSTRUCTIONS DEALING 
WITH NATURE OR OBJECTIVE REALITY 

♦ The subjectless sentence. The -o forms. 

When describing natural phenomena, situations and objects the 
Russians normally use the impersonal subjectless sentences with the 
so-called -O forms, for example: 

CeroAHfl xo/ioaho. - It is cold today. 

TyT 38HFIT0. - It is occupied here. 

OKpaweHO. - Wet paint, (nteraiy It has been painted.) 

I103AH0. - It is late. Ew,e paHO. - It is still early, etc. 

♦ The «0» forms are the short adjectives like xo/iOflHbiki ■=> xo/ioaho 

or the Neuter form of the short perfective participles like 3aHHT0, 

OKpaiueHO. 

♦ These sentences could be used with the following tense forms: 

Present Tense CeroAHfl xo/ioaho. - It is cold today. 

Future Tense 3aBTpa byAeT xo/ioaho. - It will be cold tomorrow. 
Past Tense Bnepa 6bmo xo/ioaho. -It was cold yesterday. 

© THE IMPERSONAL CONSTRUCTIONS 
DEALING BOTH WITH HUMAN STATES AND NATURE 

(with the accusative of a person or an object). 

♦ There is a limited group of impersonal sentences dealing both with people 
and nature, where the Accusative is used. The verbs are in the third- 
person Singular in the Present and Future, and in the Past the Neuter 
form is used: 

3mmom paHO TeMHeeT. - It's getting dark early in the winter. 
y>Ke CTeMHeno. - It has got dark already. 

Ero yAapkino tokom. - He got an electric shock. 

MeHfl toluhmt. - 1 feel sick. 

MeHH yKanano. - 1 got sea-sick. 

Bee 3a/inno boaom. - Everything was flooded by water. 

Aopory 3aHecno CHeroM. - The road was snow-bound, etc. 

♦ The natural phenomenon or the external force is in the Instrumental: 

Bee 3annno boaom. - by water. 

Aopory 3aHecno CHeroM. - by snow 
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O SEMI-IMPERSONAL CONSTRUCTIONS 

♦ «one» and «you» constructions = «Tbi» constructions 

♦ The second-person Singular of the Present Tense form of a verb 
is used in these constructions («Tbi» forms): 

PaSoTaewb - paSoTaewb, a AeHer Bee HeT. 

- You work a lot, but still no money. 

♦ These sentences are used quite a lot in Russian proverbs, sayings and 
general statements like: 

nocneujMLiJb - zifOAen HacMewHLUb. 

- Haste makes waste. 

(lit. If you haste you will make people laugh). 

♦ «they» constructions = «ohm» constructions 

♦ «They» constructions are used mostly in «mass-media» contexts: 

roBopnT, hto... - they say... 
rmiuyT, hto... - they write... 
noKa3biBaiOT no Te/ieBM3opy... - they show... 
nepeflaioT no paAMO... - they broadcast... 

♦ For the Past tense we use the Plural («ohm» forms): 

roBopM/iki, cKa3a/in - they said, told, it was said 
rmca/ui - they wrote, it was written 

noKa3biBa/iM no Te/ieBM3opy - they showed, it was shown 
nepe^aBa/iM no paAno - they broadcast, it has been 
broadcast 
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Part 13 Numerals 


The numerals are divided into two main groups: 

1^ M 

O The Cardinals © The Ordinals 

oamh, jxsa etc. nepBbiM, btopom etc. 

There are three smaller groups: 

© Double numerals: o6a/o6e 
O Indefinite numerals: MHoro, CKO/ibKO etc. 

© Collective numerals: ABOe, Tpoe etc. 

O The Cardinals 


0 

HO/lb/Hy/lb 

1 

OAMH/OAHa/OAHO/OAHM 

2 

ABa/ABe 

3 

TpM 

4 

neibipe 

5 

nHTb 

6 

LUeCTb 

7 

ceMb 

8 

BOCeMb 

9 

A6BFITb 

10 

AGCFITb 

11 

OAMHHaAUaTb 

12 

ABeHaAuaTb 

13 

TpMHaAuaTb 

14 

neTbipHaAuaTb 

15 

nnTHaAUaTb 

16 

LuecTHaAUaTb 

17 

ceMHaAuaib 

18 

BoceMHaAuaTb 

19 

AeBHTHaAuaTb 

20 

ABaAuaTb 

30 

TpMAUaTb 

40 

copoK 

50 

nnTbAecHT 
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60 njecTb,aecflT 

70 ceMb,aecHT 
80 BoceMb,aecflT 
90 AeBHHOCTO 
100 CTO 
200 ABecTM 

300 TpncTa 
400 neibipecTa 
500 nnTbcoT 
600 ruecTbcoT 
700 ceMbcoT 
800 BoceMbcoT 
900 AeBHTbCOT 

1 000 Tbicnna 

2 000 ABe TbICHHM 
5 000 nflTb TbICFIH 

1 000 000 OAMH MM/1/1MOH 

2 000 000 ABa MM/innoHa 

5 000 000 nnTb mm/i/imohob 
1 000 000 000 oamh Mun/inapA/SM/i/iMOH 
1 000 000 000 000 OAMH TpM/l/lMOH 


page 168 


Numerals 


genia \ekrasova 


A Basic Modern Russian Grammar 


• How to make the compound cardinals 

The pattern is as follows: 

175 = 100 + 70 + 5 = cto ceMbflecflT rmTb 

• The Cardinals from 2 govern the nouns they precede, they take the 
Genitive case. For the use of the Genitive case after the cardinals see 
«The Use of the Genitive Case». 

• If preceded by a preposition or a verb, or being used in the negative 
construction all cardinals change according to the cases. 

The gender and the case forms of some cardinal numerals 

Two Russian numerals fall out from the main line: 
the equivalents for one and two. 


• The cardinal numeral one has 3 Gender forms and the Plural form: 

1 

M. oamh >KypHan F. OAHa KHkira N. oaho okho 


The plural form OAHkl is used with the plural-only nouns, like: 
ohkm - glasses 
oahm ohkm - a pair of glasses 




♦ The words OAMH, OAHa, OAHO, OAHM and their case forms 
can be used in a different meaning: to denote unspecified object. 
FI HMTa/i 3T0 b oahom wypHa/ie. 

I read it in some magazine. 

Meaning «Same» : 

Mbl >KMBeM B OAHOM AOMe. 

We live in the same building. 

Meaning «Alone» : 

FI eAy TyAa oamh. 

I go there alone. 
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The declension of OAMH 



M/N 

F 

PI 

N. 

oamh/oaho 

OAHa 

OAHM 

G. 

OAHOrO 

OAHOM 

OAHMX 

D. 

OAHOMy 

OAHOM 

OAHMM 

A. 

OAMH, OAHOrO, OAHO 

OAHy 

OAHM, OAHMX 

1 . 

OAHMM 

OAHOM 

oahmmm 

P. 

OAHOM 

OAHOM 

OAHMX 


• The Nominative case of the Russian cardinal numerals ABa used for two, 
has two Gender forms: ^ g 

Masculine and Neuter - ABa, M ABa AHR 

Feminine - flBe . N flB a OKHa 

F. ABe TblCRHM 

All the other case forms do not have this Gender difference. 

You'll find them below. 


• The case forms of the cardinal numerals ABa/ABe, Tpn, neTbipe 

2, 3,4 


Gen. 

AByx 

Tpex 

neTbipex 

FI 6yAy nocne AByx. 

1 will come after two. 

Dat. 

AByM 

Tp6M 

neTbipeM 

FI npMeAy k AByM. 

1 will come by two. 

Acc. 

ABa, ABe 

TpM 

neTbipe 

FI npMeAy b ABa. 

1 will come at two. 

Instr. 

AByMFI 

TpeMR 

HeTbipbMFI 

FI npMeAy Me>KAy AByMR m TpeMR. 

1 will come between two and three. 

Prep. 

AByx 

C/iOBapb 6bin b AByx TOMax. 

= Gen. 

Tpex 

neTbipex 

The dictionary was in two volumes. 
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♦ The case forms of the cardinal numerals 
5-20, 30, 50, 60, 70, 80 

Model rmTb - 5 
Gen. 6e3 nflTM nac - 12 55 
Dat. k nflTM - by five o'clock 
Acc. b nflTb - at five o'clock 

Instr. Me>KAy nflTbK) m luecTbio - between five and six 

Prep, b nflTM c/iynanx M3 flecnTM - in five instances out of ten 

Gen. = Dat. = Prep. 

Acc. = Nom. 

♦ The case forms of the cardinal numerals 40, 90, 100 
Model CTO - 100 

Most common are the two case forms: 

♦ Gen. CTa, copoKa, AeBflHOCTa - EMy oko/io CTa neT. 

- He is about hundred years old. 

♦ Acc.= Nom. cto- 3Ta MaiuuHa ctomt cto Tbicnn. 

- The car costs one hundred thousand. 

♦ The Genitive is also commonly used after 6o/iee - more, 

MeHee - less, oko/io -about. 

♦ Gen. = Dat. = Instr. = Prep. Acc. = Nom. 

♦ The case forms of the cardinal numerals 

200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900 

Most common are the two case forms: 

♦ Gen - OKO/IO AByXCOT, TpeXCOT, HeTbipeXCOT, nflTMCOT, 
LUeCTMCOT, CeMMCOT, BOCbMMCOT, fleBBTMCOT. 

3Ta MaiuMHa ctomt oko/io AByxcoT Tbicnn. 

♦ Acc.=Nom. 3Ta MawMHa ctomt abcctm Tbicnn. 

♦ The noun TblCflHa follows the noun KHMra declension type. 
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• The case forms of the compound cardinal numerals 

Each part of a compound numeral changes, for example: 

Nom. Nom. Nom. 

Nom. cto + ceMbflecflT + rmTb 175 


Gen. Gen. Gen. 

Gen. CTa + CeMMfleCFITM + nflTM 

Gen. = Dat. = Prep 
Nom. = Acc. 


• The use of the cardinals in telling time ( inofficial way ) 

The second half of an hour is rendered with the cardinals, both for 
hours and minutes: 



Genitive 

Nominative 

16 35 

6e3 a B aAuaTM iifitm 

nflTb 

16 40 

6e3 a B aAuaTM 

nflTb 

16 45 

6e3 naTHaAuaTM 

nflTb 

16 50 

6e3 AecFiTM 

nflTb 

16 55 

6e3 nFiTM 

nHTb 
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«Halves» 

+ Genitive 

rio/iOBMHa - half, is reduced to no n and forms a compound word 
with a noun in the Genitive, for example: 
no/inaca - half an hour 

no/uimpa - half a liter also no/iy(])HHa/i - semifinal 
\ l / z + Genitive 

no/iTopa - for Masculine and Neuter nouns, 
no/iTopbi - for Feminine nouns, for example: 
no/uopa naca - ^ , hour 

nomopbi TOHHbi - ' 2 ton 

Nom. no/iTopa naca, no/iTopbi TOHHbi 
Gen. oko/io nonyTopa nacoB, nonyiopa tohh 


* 2*/^ 9 ^V 2 .„ + Genitive, for example: 

ABa c nonoBnHon Meipa - 2 1 /,, meter 

• The combinations with the cardinal numerals 


The combinations of the type cardinal numeral + noun 

In the Nominative the case and the number of a noun follows the 
basic rules explained in the part «The Use of the Genitive Case». 

In all the other cases a noun in such combinations must be 
always used in the Genitive Plural, for example: 

Singular Plural 

Nom. - ABa naca Gen. - oko/io AByx nacoB 

Plural Plural 

Nom. - nflTb nacoB Gen. - oko/io naTM nacoB 


The combinations of the type 


cardinal + characterizing + noun 
numeral word 


The characterizing words in such combinations are always 
in the Plural form. 

E.g. 

Gen. PI. Gen. Sing. Gen. PI. Gen. PI. 

ABa HOBbix xypHa/ia nflTb HOBbix xypHanoB 
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0 THE ORDINAL NUMERALS 


♦ The ordinal numerals have all the gender, number and case forms 
as the adjectives (hard-type adjectives, except for TpeTkiM - third). 
They are as follows: 


1 st nepBbiM 

70 th ceMMAecRTbiki 

2 nd BTOpOM 

71 st ceMbAecRT nepBbiM 

3 rd TpeTMM 

80 th BOCbMMAeCRTbIM 

4 th neTBepTbiPi 

81 st BOceMbAecflT nepBbiM 

5 th nRTbIM 

90 th AeBRHOCTbiki 

6 th mecTOki 

91 st AeBRHOCTO nepBbiM 

7 th ceAbMOM 

100 th coTbiki 

8 th BOCbMOM 

101 st cto nepBbiM 

9 th AGBRTblM 

200 th AByxcoTbiki 

10 th AecHTbiki 

201 st ABecTM nepBbiM 

11 th OAMHHaAuaTbiki 

300 th TpexcoTbiki 

12 th ABeHaAuaTbiki 

301 st TpkiCTa nepBbiM 

13 th TpMHaAuaTbiPi 

400 th neTbipexcoTbiM 

14 th HeTbipHaAuaTbiki 

401 st neTbipecTa nepBbiM 

15 th nFiTHaAuaTbiM 

500 th nflTMCOTbiki 

16 th luecTHaAuaTbiM 

501 st riRTbcOT nepBbiM 

17 th ceMHa/maTbiM 

600 th LLieCTMCOTblM 

18 th BOceMHaAuaTbiki 

601 st mecTbcoT nepBbiM 

19 th AeBRTHaAuaTbiM 

700 th ceMMCOTbiki 

20 th ABaAuaTbiPi 

701 st ceMbcOT nepBbiM 

21 st ABaAuaTb nepBbiM 

800 th BOCbMMCOTbIM 

22 nd ABaAuaTb btopom 

801 st BOceMbcOT nepBbiM 

30 th TpMAUaTbiki 

900 th AeBRTMCOTblkl 

31 st TpMAuaTb nepBbiM 

901 st AeBRTbeoT nepBbiM 

40 th COpOKOBOM 

1000 th TblCRHHblM 

41 st copoK nepBbiM 

1001 st TbiCRna nepBbiM 

50 th nnTMAecHTbiM 

1002 nd TbICRHa btopom 

51 st nHTbAecflT nepBbiM 

2000 th AByxTbiCRHHbiki 

60 th mecTMAecRTbiki 

2001 st ABe TbiCRHM nepBbiM 

61 st mecTbAecRT nepBbiM 

10 000 th AeCRTMTblCRHHblkl 


100 000 th CTOTbICRHHbIM 
1 000 000 th MM/l/lMOHHblM 
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♦ The ordinal numerals can be used both as characterizing words 
and as a compliment to the verb 6biTb - «to be», for example: 
nepBbiki 3Ta>K - first floor 
Oh Bcer,aa nepBbiM. - He is always first. 


♦ Compound ordinals 

In the compound ordinals only the last part is ordinal and changes according 
to cases, for example: 

cardinal ordinal 

ABafluaTb nepBbiPi 3Ta>K - the 21 st floor 
Ha ABaAuaTb nepBOM siaxe - on the 21 st floor 


♦ The use of the ordinals 

♦ The ordinals are used as characterizing words to denote the number 
of an apartment, a hotel room, a hospital, a hospital ward, a living block, 
a floor, an air flight, a train, a carriage, a compartment, a row, a seat, 

a street, a congress, a page, a chapter, a TV and radio channel; 
a trolleybus, bus, tram line; 
a size, a school, a class etc. 

♦ The ordinals are used in dates, in exact time-expressions. Both the 
cardinals and the ordinals can be used with pages and chapters: 

CTpaHMua nflTb - naTaa CTpaHMua - CTpaHkiua naTaa 

♦ The cardinals are used instead of ordinals when the information 
is rendered officially: 

flight N 5 707 

- coll. ceMbcoT ceflbMOki penc 

- off. penc HOMep ceMbcoT ceMb 
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• The use of ordinals in dates 

♦ The date is denoted by the Neuter of the ordinal, for example: 

Neuter 

-KaKoe ceroAHFi hmc/io? What is the date today? 

- AecFiToe HHBapa. The tenth of January. 

( Neuter ordinal + Noun in Genitive] 


♦ The Genitive of ordinals is used to denote the date answering the 
question Konaa? - when?, for example: 

( Masculine/Neuter ordinal in Genitive + Noun in Genitive ] 

Genitive 

FI BepHycb BToporo Man. 

- I'll come back on the second of May. 

Genitive Genitive 

Oh poflkincfl BToporo Man Tbicnna AeBflTbeoT ceMbAecHT nmoro roAa. 

- He was born on the second of May 1975. 


♦ The use of ordinals in telling time 

♦ The ordinals are used when telling the time (unofficial way), for example: 

Hanano mecToro - just after five 
(lit. the beginning of the sixth hour) 

♦ The first half of an hour is rendered with the ordinals to denote an hour 
in contrast to the second half of an hour, when the cardinals are used. 


The Genitive 

of the ordinal 16 05 naTb MMHyT nmoro 

16 10 flecHTb MMHyT nmoro 

1 6 15 njrmaAuaTb MMHyT nmoro 

16 20 ABa^uaTb MMHyT nnToro 

16 25 flBafluaTb nHTb MMHyT nmoro 

16 30 nonoBMHa (no/inaToro) nflToro 
16 35 TpMfluaTb nflTb MMHyT nflToro 


• The ordinals are also used to denote historical periods, for example: 

b AeBATHa/maTOM BeKe - in the 19 th century 
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• Nouns based on numerals 

♦ The Neuter nouns based on numerals are used when talking of 
anniversaries or historical periods, for example: 
flecRTMlneTkie - 10-th anniversary, 10-year period 
nnTMAecFiTMlneTMe - 50-th anniversary 

CTol/ieTkie - centennial 
AByxcoTl/ieTMe - bicentennial 
TbicnnelneTMe - millenium 


> The Feminine nouns are used in evaluation, marking grades, in card games, etc. 


eAMHMua 

ABOMKa 

TpOMKa 

neTBepka 

nnTepka 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


LuecTepka 6 
ceMepka 7 
BOCbMepka 8 
AeBHTKa 9 
AecflTKa 10 


Oh nonyHM/i nnTepky. He got an excellent mark. 


♦ When counting in some units we use: 

AecRTOK - a ten AecnTOK rmu - ten eggs 
cothr - a hundred abomha - twins, Tpomn - triplets 


© THE DOUBLE NUMERALS 

The double numerals o6a/o6e -both deal with two people, 
two animals or two objects. 


The double numeral o6a is used for a group of two Masculine nouns 
or a group of one Masculine and one Feminine noun, for example: 

two people 

CTyAGHT + CTy^eHT = o6a CTyaeHTa 
^ ^ - both students 

ohm o6a - they both 

M. F. 

CTyaeHT + CTyaeHTKa = o6a CTy^eHTa 
^ 4^ - both students 

ohm oba - they both 

i m jm 

♦ two animals 

M. M. 

TMrp + TMrp = oba TMrpa ■ 
ohm o6a ■ 


both tigers 
they both 
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♦ two objects 

M. M. N. N. 

aom + aom = oba AOMa okho + okho = 06a OKHa 
- both houses - both windows 

ohm 06a - they both ohm 06a - they both 

• The double numeral o6e is used for a group of two Feminine nouns 
denoting two people, two animals or two objects, for example: 

t AeBOHKa + ASBOHKa = o6e aobohkm - both girls 

ohm o6e - they both 



F. F. 

MaiiiMHa + ManiMHa = o6e MaiuMHbi 
- both cars 
ohm o6e - they both 


F. F. 

cobaKa + cobaKa = obe cobaKM 
\| - both dogs 


ohm obe - they both 



O THE INDEFINITE NUMERALS 

♦ The Indefinite Numerals are as follows: 

MHoro - many, much, a lot HecKO/ibKO - several 

HeMHoro - not many, a few AOCTaTOHHO - enough 

CKO/ibKO - how many, how much CTO/ibKO - so many 
Ma/io - little, few CTO/ibKO.., CKO/ibKO - as much.., as 


♦ All the Indefinite Numerals exist only in one unchangeable form. 


♦ All of them are followed by the Genitive Singular for the Uncountables anc 
the Genitive Plural for the Countables, for example: 

Uncountables Countables 

Gen. S. Gen. PI. 

MHoro CHera - much snow MHoro khmt - many books 

Special case: 

MHoro Hapo/iy - a lot of people a =%p^ 

JVclice! 
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0 THE COLLECTIVE NUMERALS 


Most commonly used 
Collective Numerals 
are as follows: 
ABoe - a group of two 
Tpoe - a group of three 
neTBepo - a group of four 


Other 

Collective 

Numerals: 

nFiTepo - a group of five 
mecTepo - a group of six 
ceiviepo - a group of seven 


♦ The Collectives are used to denote groups of people either solely 
male or mixed (male + female), for example: 



- CKO/ibKO Bac? How many are you? 

- Hac Tpoe. We are three. 


♦ The Collective Numerals always take the Genitive Plural form of the 
nouns, adjectival nouns and personal pronouns, for example: 

Gen. 

Hac Tpoe. - We are three. - There are three of us. 
Tpoe AeTeu - three children 

* The verb combined with the Collective Numerals 
has the following forms, for example: 

Present Hac Tpoe. - The verb is omitted - We are three. 

Past Hac 6bi/io Tpoe. - The Neuter form - We were three. 
Future Hac 6y,aeT Tpoe. - The 3-d person Sing. - We will be three. 


♦ The Collective Numerals are used in the impersonal sentences only. 
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Par t 14 Prepositions 

♦ Prepositions are small but important words. They belong to the class 
of «governors» - words which change (govern) the case forms. 

Further you will find the list of most common prepositions and their 
uses given in the alphabetical order. 

♦ You will also discover that many prepositions can govern different cases 
and can have different meanings. 

[ 6e3 + Gen. ] 

6e3 caxapa - without sugar 

B + Acc. 

FI e^y b iloHflOH. - 1 am going to London. 

B rmTHMuy h e^y b /Iohaoh. - 1 will go to London on Friday. 

[ B + Prep. ] 

FI >KMBy b MocKBe. - 1 live in Moscow. 

FI poAM/icfl b Mae. - 1 was born in May. 

[BMecTe c + lnstr7| 

FI eay BMecTe c 6paTOM. - 1 go with my brother. 


f BMecTO + Gen. ] 

Oh by^eT kirpaTb BMecTO MeHn. - He will play instead of me. 

[ Ann + Gen. ] 

Syiviara Ann npkiHTepa - paper for the printer 
3to Ann MeHn HOBOCTb. - That's news to me. 
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[ AO + Gen. ] 

KaK AoexaTb ao B0K3a/ia? - How can I get to the railway station? 
Oh paboTaeT ao nmn. - He works till five, 
flo 3aBTpa! - See you tomorrow! 


[ 3a + Acc. J 

Mbi Aoexa/iM Tyaa 3a nac. - It took us an hour to get there. 

Ha,ao 3aKa3aTb 6nneTbi 3a HeAe/iK). - 

You have to reserve the tickets a week in advance. 

H paA 3a Bac. - 1 am glad for you. 

Cnacn6o 3a noMoiub. - Thank you for your help. 

Ha^o 3annaTMTb 3a Te/ie(|)OH. - You have to pay the telephone bill. 
cneT 3a - bill for 

Oh Kynn /1 3Ty KHkiry 3a 100 AO/i/iapoB. - He bought this book for 
hundred dollars. 


[ 3a + Instr. j 

ManiMHa ctomt 3a aomom. - The car is behind the house. 
FI e^y Ha B0K3an 3a 6n/ieTaMM. 

- 1 am going to the railway station to buy the tickets. 

FI 3aeAy 3a bbmui paHO yipoM. 

- 1 will come to fetch you early in the morning. 


[ M3 + Gen. ] 

FI Bbixo>Ky M3 AOMa b 7. - 1 leave home at seven. 

Bee AeTanM CAenaHbi M3 AepeBa. - All parts are made of wood. 
HeKOTopbie M3 Hac noe^yT neTOM b MTanmo. 

- Some of us will goto Italy this summer. 
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[ M3-3a + Gen. ] 

Bee BbiLu/iM M3-3a CTOfia. - Everyone left the table. 

FI ono 3 ,aa/i M3-3a npoSKM. - 1 came late because of a traffic-jam. 


[ k(ko) + Pat. ] 

ripne3>KaMTe ko ivme b toctm. - Come to see me. 
Mbi noA"bexa/in k MocKBe no3AHO BenepoM. 

- We approached Moscow late at night. 

FI npneay k AByM. - 1 will come by two. 


[ KpOMe + Gen. ] 

Oh ecT Bee, KpoMe pbi 6 bi. 

- He eats everything except fish. 


j Merely + Instr. j 

xoKKeMHbiki Main Me>K^y LUBeunew m KaHaAOM 

- hockey match between Sweden and Canada 


[ MUMP + Gen. ] 


Mbi npoexa/iM mmmo B0K3a/ia. - We drove past the railway station. 


Ha + Acc. 


FI e^y Ha BOK3a/i. - 1 am going to the railway station. 
FI MAy 3aBTpa Ha KOHuepT. 

- I am going to the concert tomorrow. 

FI e^y Ha jpn aha b Hbio-MopK. 

- 1 will go for three days to New York. 
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Ha + Prep. "] 

Oh cekNac Ha paSoTe. - He is now at work. 

Ohm ceMnac Ha AMCKOTeKe. - They are at the disco now. 
Ha nony BOAa. - There is some water on the floor. 

Ha c/ieflyHDiueM Heae/ie a eay b riapM>K. 

- 1 will go to Paris next week. 


| najx + Instr. j 

Hafl BXOJO.OM BMCMT KO/lOKO/lbHMK. 

- There is a bell over the entrance. 

Oh paboTaeT hqa hobom khmtom. - He works on a new book. 


[ o (06, 060) + Prep.^j 

Mbi roBopM/iM o npoSneiviax. - We spoke about the problems. 
O neM 3 tot (])M/ibM? - What is this film about? 


[ QKono + Gen. ] 

okojio AOMa - near the house 

OKO.no CTa <q,onnapoB - about hundred dollars 

[ OT + Gen. ] 

H no/iyHMn nncbMO ot HMKonan. - 1 got a letter from Nikolay. 

kjiioh ot MaujMHbi - key to the car 

neKapcTBO ot anneprMM - anti-allergic medicine 

Mbi exa/iM ot BocTOHa Ha MaiuMHe. 

- We drove from Boston by car. 

Ot MocKBbi ao Ki/ieBa 700 KM/iOMeipoB. 

- It is seven hundred kilometers from Moscow to Kiev. 
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I nepefl + Instr. j 

Oh ctoh/1 nepefl Haivm. - He stood in front of us. 

Mbi noroBopMM nepefl ypoKOM. - We will talk before the lesson. 


( no + Dat. ] 

Oh MHoro e3«anT no Poccmm. - He travels a lot about Russia. 
0K3aMeH no pyccKOMy H3biKy - Russian exam 
no yTpaM - in the mornings 
no 3aK0Hy - according to the law 
Oh ceunac roBopm no Tenec|)OHy. 

- He is talking on the phone now. 


| non, + Acc. j 

Oh nocTaBM/i a lu.hk nofl cto/i. - He put the box under the table. 

[ nofl + Instr. ] 

Rlu.hk ctout uoa cto/iom. - The box is under the table. 


[ nocne + Gen.~] 

R npneAy nocne o6e<aa. - I will come after lunch. 


j npo + Acc. j 

Oh paccKa3a/i npo cbok) noe3flKy. - He told about his trip. 

| C + Instr. 

R e^y c SpaTOM. - 1 go with my brother. 

R yHM/ica c hmivi b LUKone. - He is my schoolmate. 

(lit. I studied with him at school.) 

R He nio6/iio nan c MonoKOM. - 1 don't like tea with milk. 
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y + Gen. 

Y Mei-m ecTb co6aKa. - I have a dog. 
H 6y,ay >K,aaTb Bac y bxoab. 

- I'll be waiting for you at the entrance. 


[ nepe3 + Acc.^ 

Mbi fiernM b MocKBy nepe3 OpaHK<|)ypT. 

- We will fly to Moscow via Frankfurt. 

Mbi noeaeM nepe3 ueHTp. - We will go through the center. 
FI npkie^y nepe3 nac. - 1 will come in an hour. 


THE NOUN COMBINABILITY OF PREPOSITIONS B and Ha 

The choice of the Accusative or the Prepositional after B and Ha 
is described in Part 6 and in the beginning of this Part. 

Below you'll find the examples which show what nouns and noun groups 
can combine with these prepositions. 

♦ The primary use of prepositions B and Ha 

♦ b + Acc./Prep. - in, into, inside 

Oh no/io>KM/i k/iioh b KapiviaH. - He put the key into the pocket. 
K/iioh ne>KMT b KapiviaHe. - The key is in the pocket. 

♦ Ha + Acc./Prep. - on, on to, on top of, on the surface 

FI no/io>KM/i k/iioh Ha cto/1. - 1 put the key on the table. 

K/iioh ne>KMT Ha CTO/ie. - The key is on the table. 
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• More complicated use of prepositions B and Ha 

♦ The preposition B + Acc./Prep. is used with nouns denoting: 


£ 

5 

'Ot 


continents: 

EBpona, A3 mfi, AMepMKa, Atypma, ABCTpa/ina, AmapKTMAa, 
countries: Poccmfi, CLUA, (DpaHunn, Be/iMKo6pnTaHHR, TepMaHMfl etc., 
territories and administrative units: 

FkyTMFi, Apn30Ha, MocKOBCKaa o6nacTb, Cn6upb, KpbiM etc., 


towns, various settlements and their parts: 

MocKBa, Hbio-MopK, JIohaoh, napn>K, LUepeMeTbeBO, M3Man/i0B0, 
fapneM, ueHTp - center, downtown, npnropoA - suburbs etc., 


some town and settlement features (objects): 

nepeynoK - lane, napK - park, caa - garden, abop - yard etc., 


most of workplaces, public places, organizations and buildings: 

LUKO/ia, napnaMeHT, 6aHK, Mara3MH, My3eM, aaponopT, (J)npi\/ia etc., 

organized groups of people: K/iacc, rpynna, ko/ixo 3, apMnn, narepb - 
camp, OTAen - department etc., 

buildings and their parts: 3AaHue - building, aom, Kopnyc - building, 
noA"be3A - entrance, xo/ 1/1 - entrance hall, KopuAop - corridor, 3an - 
large hall, KOMHaTa - room, all other names of rooms, K/iacc - 
classroom, noAsa/i - cellar etc., 

some activity (limited group): omycK - leave, vacation, 
KOMaHAMpoBKa - business trip, Typnoe3AKa - tourist trip etc., 

some natural features: nee - forest, woods, ropbi - mountains, hills, 
Takira - taiga woods etc., 

some mountain ranges, mostly with the Plural names: 

A/ibnbi, T MMa/iaM, KapnaTbi etc. 
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♦ The Preposition Ha + Acc./Prep. is used with nouns denoting: 

islands, some island countries and peninsulas: 

Knrip -Cyprus, Ky6a, ba/iKaHbi, VaBam 

but FlnoHMfl - Japan, Mc/iaHAMFi - Iceland are used with b 

some mountain ranges and territories: 

KaBKa3, riaMMp, Ypan, A/uaPi etc., 

town and settlement features, some organizations, activity areas: 
y/ikiua - street, 
n/iOLua/ib - square, 
mocce - highway, 
npocneKT - prospect, avenue, 

Ha6epe>KHafl - embankment, 

6y/ibBap - boulevard 
moct - bridge, 
ocTaHOBKa - stop, station, 

CTaHUMfl - (railway) station, 

CTOFiHKa - parking, 

3anpaBKa - filling station, 

OKpanHa - outskirts, 

B0K3an - railroad station, 
pbiHOK - market, 
noHTa - post-office, 

CTaAMOH - stadium, 

CK/iaA - warehouse, 

CTponKa - construction site, 

3aB0fl, (J)a6pnKa - factory, 
cnopmnoLuaAKa - sports ground, 

(J)yT6onbHoe none - soccer field, 

TeHHncHbiM KopT - tennis court, 
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some events or organized activity - 

paSoTa - work, 

KOHuepT - concert, 

3K3aMeH - exam, 
cneKTaK/ib - performance, 
coSpaHne - meeting, 
neperoBopbi - negotiations, 
fleHb po>KfleHna - birthday party, 
SKCKypcna - tour, 
ypoK - lesson, 
neKunn - lecture etc. 

some parts of buildings - 

nep^aK - attic, 

Kpbi/ibuo - porch, 
necTHuua - stairs, staircase, 

3Ta>K - floor, 

6a/iKOH - balcony, 

some organizational units - 

OTAe/ieHne - department, 

(|)aKynbTeT - faculty, 

Ka^eapa - chair, 

Kypcbi - course. 

Preposition Ha is used with the following words: 

paAkio - radio, 

TeneBMAeHue - television, 
neHCua - pension, retirement, 
poAMHa - motherland, 

Pycb - Rus, 

A ana - summer cottage. 
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♦ Nouns used with both prepositions 

Many nouns can be used with both prepositions, but only few of them 
are used without significant meaning difference: 

KaHMKynbi - school/university vacation 
KyxHfl - kitchen 
4>noT - navy 

E.g. Ha KyxHe = b KyxHe 

Many nouns are used with both prepositions but with meaning difference: 
E.g. vehicles Ha aBToSyce - going by bus 
B aBTObyce - inside a bus 


• Prepositions M3 and c as correlated to B and Ha 


♦ 

B + Acc. 


M3 + Gen. 


B + Prep. 


from, out of 


B + Acc. 

FI e^y 3aBTpa b Hbio-MopK. 

I will go to New York tomorrow. 

B + Prep. 

FI 6yAy b Hbto-MopKe ipn aha. 

I will stay for three days in New York. 

M3 + Gen. 

FI BepHycb M3 Hbio-MopKa b BOCKpeceHbe. 

I will come back from New York on Sunday. 


♦ 

Ha + Acc. 


c + Gen. 


Ha + Prep. 


from, down from 


Ha + Acc. Ha + Prep. 

FI niobnio xoAMTb Ha xoKKeM. Bnepa n 6bin Ha xoKKee. 

I like going to hockey. I was at hockey yesterday. 

C + Gen. 

FI BepHy/icn c xoKKea no3AHO. 

I came home late from hockey. 
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Part IS Conjunctions 

Conjunctions are invariable words linking parts of sentences or sentences 
together in some logical order. 

There are two main types of conjunctions: 


and 


IZ 

Coordinating 


Subordinating 


Coordinating conjunctions 


include 

U. si/ ^1 



♦ Connective conjunctions 

♦ m - and 

Mine HaAO KyriMTb pynky m 6/iokhot. 

I have to buy a pen and a pad. 

♦ m... m - both... and 

MHe Ha,ao Kynmb m pynky, m 6/iokhot. 

I have to buy both a pen and a pad. 

♦ hm.., hm - neither.., nor 

Oh He npnexa/1 hm Bnepa, hm ceroAHH. 

He came neither yesterday nor today. 

♦ a - and (used in the beginning of a sentence) 

A Ky,aa Bbi cemac n,aeTe? And where are you going now? 
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• Adversative conjunctions 

Foreign learners permanently experience difficulty in making the choice 
between the adversative conjunctions a and HO. See the difference: 

♦ a - but 

Adversative conjunction a is used when we have the opposition of two 
objects, actions, features, states, facts, etc., for example: 

Oh cnMT, a a paboTaio. 

- He is sleeping but I am working. 

Y Hero ecTb BenocnneA, a y MeHH HeT. 
- He has a bicycle but I don't. 

♦ ho - but 

Adversative conjunction HO introduces a clause which contains 
information contrary to what was said, known or planned, or it may 
contain some clarifying information, for example: 

Y MeHFi ecTb 6nneTbi Ha xoKKeM, ho h He xony mat m. 

- 1 have some tickets for a hockey match but I don't want to go. 

FI npMeAy, ho He ceroAHH. 

- 1 will come but not today. 

Oh He npMexan ceroAHH, ho o6em,an npnexaTb 3aBTpa. 

- He did not come today but he promised to come tomorrow. 

• Disjunctive conjunctions 
m/im - either... or 

MHe H3A0 KynMTb SnneTbi Ha cy66oiy m/im Ha BOCKpeceHbe. 

- 1 have to buy tickets either for Saturday or for Sunday. 

m/im..., M/i m - either... or 

HaAO KynMTb 6M/ieTbi m/im Ha cy66oTy, m/im Ha BOCKpeceHbe. 

- 1 have to buy tickets either for Saturday or for Sunday. 
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♦ Most Common Subordinating Conjunctions 

♦ hto - that 

Oh CKa3a/i, hto npne,aeT 3aBTpa. 

- He said (that) he would come tomorrow. 

♦ HToSbi + Past Tense of a verb 
Oh CKa3an, HToSbi a npuexa/i 3aBTpa. 

- He told me to come tomorrow. 

♦ ec/iM - if 

CKaxme MHe, ec/in oh npne,aeT. 

- Tell me if he comes. 

♦ noTOMy hto 7 _ because 
nOTOMy, HTO J 

OHa rmaneT noTOMy, hto ynana. 

- She is crying because she fell down. 

♦ ec/iM 6bi + Past Tense of a verb 
Ec/im 6bi oh npnexa /1 BOBpeMa, to Mbi 6bi ycne/in. 

- If he came in time we would have made it. 

♦ xoTfl - although 

Mbi now/iM b AMCKOTeKy, xoTfl oneHb ycTa/in. 

- We went to a disco club although we were very tired. 

♦ KaK Sy/iTO - as if 

Oh nocMOTpe/i Ha MeHa, KaK by^TO Mbi HMKorAa He 
BCTpena/iMCb. 

- He looked at me as if we never met before. 

♦ ksk - as 
Oh AenaeT Bee, KaK a. 

- He does everything as I do. 

♦ neivi - than 

Oh paboTaeT 6o/ibwe, HeM ero Hana/ibHHK. 

- He works more than his boss. 
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